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3 children charged with lynching 

WfS®? Fnuce (AFP) — Three children aged between 
*«S^ «a lOwe been charged in conneciion with the murder of a 
tramp sajd tg have been lynched and thrown down a weD, police said 
here Friday. The three, who allegedly acted with the assistance of 
Wjher tatKtea .man. have been charged with “deliberate assault 
with intent to loll, and have been returned to their parents' homes 
■ITk tranm was physically assaulted, kicked and beaten with sticks 
until dead, and rams thrown down a well, 
involved in the lulling, which look place at 
on Oct. 29, til came from homes “without i 


i. , W ^ Jn - A third man. also homeless, was charged 
with failing to aid a person in danger and released. Police said a 
Statement by a fourth child, aged 13, who was present at the incident 
but not directly involved, had enabled them to pursue the charges. 
The body ra the victim, in his fifties, was found in the well the day 
after the killing. 3 
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U.S. diplomat held hostage by Yemen 

SANAA (R) — A U.S. diplomat has been kidnapped by a tribal chief 
with a grievance against the Yemeni government, the Interior Ministry 
said on Friday. Haynes R. Mahoney, director of the U.S. Information 
Service office in the Yemeni capital Sanaa, was snatched on Thursday 
as he — ! — 


Mahoney was being held L 

the Jahm area of Marib province east of Sanaa. It said the five 
kidnappers acted on orders from “one of the sheikhs of the area who 
justified his act on the grounds that he has demands to make to the 
government" Mr. Mahoney, whose car was also taken, is the first 
diplomat kidnapped in Yemen in recent years but tribesmen pursuing 
local quarrels with oil companies or the government have earned out a 
string of abductions of foreigners. Marib is about 120 kilometres east 


Thursday night 

again on Friday in an effort to secure Mr. Mahoney's release - 
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'■* Mordan-Egypt 
. ; > ties are vital* 

: . AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 

Minister Abdul Salara A! Ma- 
. tali Thursday said His Majesty 
..■■V King Hussein has always been 
• y trying to rally the Arab fold 
, • - - and restore Arab solidarity. In 
■7 a statement to Joirian Televi- 
skm following the King's visit 
■ on Wednesday to Cairo, Dr. 
r Majali said the relation be- 
l '-' ii tween King Hussein and Egyp- 
‘ , T* : tian President Hosni Mubarak 
“is vital Sot restoring Arab 
solidarity, particularly at this 
delicate tune when a regional 
• > order is being considered On 
: . Jordan’s efforts to contain the 
' . Yemeni crisis. Dr. MaiaK said 
the King was maintaining con- 
tacts with Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh and Vice 
President Ali Salem AI Beedh 
to solve the crisis (See separate 
story). 
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Shaath may meet 


may 
French officials 

; PARIS (R) — The- French 
foreign ministry said on Friday 
- that senior Palestinian nego- 
1 tiator Nabfl Shaath was in Puis 
and might meet ministry offi- 
'• rials. “Mr. Shaath is, indeed, 
' ■'■M in Paris, " ministry spokesman 
Richard Duquc tola reportes, 
confinning rumours that be; 


circulating on Thursday. 
Duque dud not indicate why 
Dr. Shaath, the chief Palestine 
Uberation Organisation 
‘ negotiator at talks in 
uro’ on the planned Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho, was in Paris. Nor did 
be give any details of the visit, 
saying only that Dr.- Shaath 
had been to France on several 
ous occasions. Asked if 
was expected to 


previous oc 
Mr. Shaath 
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que saKH ^io my knowledge 
nothing is planned but it can- 
not be rated out that he might 
have contacts with (the foreign 
ministiy).” 

Gorbachev, 
ex-leaders 
summoned by court 

MOSCOW (R) — Former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and other top officials 
will be called to testify from 
next week at the trial of leaders 
of an abortive 1991 coup, Itar- 
Tass news agency said Friday. 
Russia's Supreme Court ruled 
it would call nine former Soviet 
officials accused of launching 
foe August coup against Mr. 
Gorbachev. Former KGB sec- 
ret police chief Vladimir 
Kiyuchkov would be the first 
of the accused to testify. Apart 
from Mt. Gorbachev the list of 
witnesses included former Rus- 
sian Parliament Chairman 
Ruslan Khasbulatov and fbr- 
. mcr Vice-President Alexander 
Rulskoi, imprisoned after 
mother foiled revolt against 
President Boris Yeltsin last 
month. Sessions expected to 
touch upon classified informa- 
tion would be dosed. 

$ Moroccan soldier 
shot in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — An 
unidentified sniper shot and 
wounded a Moroccan soldier 
in Somalia, a U.N. military 
spokeswoman said Friday. The 
soldier was hit in the chest 
Thursday in the port city of 
Merka, 90 kilometres south- 
west of Mogadishu. Further 
details about his condition 

- - were unknown, spokeswoman 

Dawn Kilpatrick said. Moroc- 
-‘ co has 1,300 soldiers serving in 
the 28,000-strong United Na- 
tions force in Somalia. Several 
Moroocafls have been killed, 
j S ' W mostly in dashes with gunmen 
.riitain Mogadishu that have left 
■" »more man 75 U.N. and U.S. 

> troops dead since the U.S. 

•- runted the Somalia interven- 
/ tion over to U.N. command on 
; . May .4 (Sie page 2 for related 

- story). 

. Menem in Cyprus 

, LAJRNACA (AFP) — Axgen- 

- tine President Carlos Menem 
• arrived here Friday to visit his 
; country’* woods serving in the 

v : U.N. peacekeeping force on 
foe md island. Mr. Menem 

for ^^jccutuficatioo of the 
- utad; Me Menas, accorapa- 
V. nted. Jfy^DefenM Minister 

- -Osckr Glmdion and Foreign 
MiosmriGtrido di Telia, is on 

JlSatardsv- to visit the 370 

- • ■*. " Argemfife U.N; troops and 

' - meet w& Cypriot President 
Globas Cfcrioes. Mr, Menem 
a to kai* Cyprus for Japan on 


I on jensions^ Friday, but its Gazz 


Arafat: Israeli pullout 
should not be delayed 

Violence and protracted negotiations 
cast shadow over autonomy accord 


OSLO (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat on Friday said Israel should 
stick to a planned timetable for 
starting troop withdrawals 
from Gaza ana the West Bank 
town of Jericho despite a re- 
cent surge of violence. 

“I don't think we are in need 
of more time if there is a will," 
Mr. Arafat told a news confer- 
ence during a brief visit to 
Oslo. “I think there is no 
reason to delay implementa- 
tion of what we’ve signed.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Friday a Dec. 
13 deadline for starting Israeli 
troop withdrawals from Gaza 
■and Jericho was “not sacred." 

“That date is not sacred be- 
cause it was set as a target," 
Mr. Rabin said. 

'‘We have to reach agree- 
ment before this date. That is 
die objective but if it a 
bit longer, it will not matter if 
this can avoid misunderstand- 
ings,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Israeli troops shot and killed 
one man and wounded 36 
others Thursday in the worst 
violence since Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Arafat signed their historic 
peace deal in September. 
Israel straggled to keep a lid 
rions Frit' 


army shot dead another lead- 
ing activist of the Hamas group 
(see separate story). 

“It is very dangerous, very 
serious and we are looking at 
these events ... this escalation 
has to be stopped, the only way 
to stop it is the quick imple- 
mentation for the agreements 
on the ground, and not de- 
lays," Mr. Arafat said. 

“We are in need of quick 
implementation." Mr. Arafat 
added at a news conference 
with Norwegian Foreign Minis- 
ter Johan Joergen Holst, who 
helped broker the PLO- Israel 
peace deal in secret meetings 
in Norway this year. 

Mr. Arafat had late night 
talks with Mr. Holst to discuss 
the establishment of Palestine 
institutions for economic plan- 
ning and development. The 
two also met on Friday 
morning. 

“We’ve (also) been talking 
about institutions for secur- 
ity," said Mr. Holst, chairman 
of an ad hoc committee coordi- 
nating international aid to se- 
cure the success of the peace 
accord. 

International donors have 
pledged $2 billion over the 
next five yeaxs for develop- 
ment of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, but Mr. Arafat 


said this was not sufficient. 

“We are starting from zero. 
All our infrastructure has been 
completely destroyed by the 
(Israeli) occupation. Until the 
end of this century we are in 
need of $13 billion," Mr. Ara- 
fat said. 

The money was needed to 
build roads, telecommunica- 
tions, a port, schools, hospit- 
als, electricity supply etc, etc. 
And the Palestinians need “ev- 
erything, everything, every- 
thing," said Mr. Arafat, who 
was later scheduled to meet 
Norway's King Harald. 

Mr. Arafat, also touring 
Sweden, Denmark and Finland 
after leaving Norway on Fri- 
day, expressed his wish for a 
peaceful Christmas. 

“We are approaching Christ- 
mas very soon and I hope that 
we’ll have a real peaceful 
atmosphere in Bethlehem for 
this new Christmas." We most 
“not forget the meaning of 
Bethlehem." 

Mr. Arafat, who was accom- 
panied on his trip to Oslo by 
FLO information chief Yasser 
Abed Rabo, spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi and Sari 
Nuseibe. the director of the 
Palestinian Economic Council, 
left Oslo Friday afternoon for 
Sweden. _ 


Iraq accepts monitoring, 
wants U.N. sanctions lifted 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Iraq formally agreed Friday to 
long-term monitoring of its 
arms potential and said the 
Security Council should im- 
mediately lift sanctions which, 
for three years, have barred 
the sale of Iraqi oil. 

Baghdad’s acceptance was 
contained in a fetter from 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Said A1 Sahaf to Security 
Council President Jose Luis 
Jesus of Cape Verde. 

The letter was handed over 
shortly before Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister TareQ Aziz, 
who has teen in New York for 
nearly a week, was scheduled 
to confer with members of the 
U.N. Special Commission in 
charge of scrapping Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

“f should Uke to inform you 
of the decision of the govern- 
ment of Iraq to accept the 
obligations stated in resolution 
715 (1991) and to comply with 
the provisions of the plans for 
monitoring and verification in 
accordance with the said re- 
solution," Mr. Sahaf wrote. 

Resolution 715, adopted by 
the council in October 1991, 


approved a plan for long-term 
monitoring of Iraq's arms 
potential to ensure it does not 
reacquire nuclear, chemical, 
biological and ballistic 
weapons whose destruction 
was called for in Resolution 
687 of April 1991, adopted 
shortly after the end of the 
Gulf war. 

Mr. Sahaf added: “Iraq, 
therefore, expresses the hope 
that after this positive step on 
its part, and after all the other 
positive developments which 
file documents of the United 
Nations have confirmed offi- 
cially, that the Security Coun- 
cil implements its obligations 
towards Iraq as stated in re- 
solution 687. 

“Iraq hopes that the begin- 
ning oft the process shall be the 
immediate and full imple- 
mentation of paragraph 22 
without any obstructions, 
limitations or additional condi- 
tions.” 

Iraq maintains it has fulfilled 
all the conditions laid down in 
687 for the scrapping of its 
weapons of mass destruction 
and is therefore entitled, under 
paragraph 22 of that resolu- 


tion, to have the sanctions bar- 
ring oO exports lifted. 

But until now it has balked 
at formally accepting Resolu- 
tion 715, concerning future 
monitoring, until it has been 
assured that sanctions on its 
exports — including oil, its 
economic lifeline — would be 
lifted. 

Mr. Sahaf s letter appears to 
amount to acceptance of Re-' 
solution 715 without first re- 
ceiving such assurances. 

U.N. inspection officials 
have not yet given Baghdad a 
clean bill of a nealfo regarding 
the scrapping of its existing 
weapons stocks and facilities 
and say the biggest gaps in 
their information concern che- 
mical and biological materials. 

A high-level Cram team, lead 
by General Amir Mohammad 
Rashid, director of Baghdad’s 
Military-Industrial Authority, 
arrived in New York last week 
for talks with the U.N. special 
co mmissi on on Iraq’s arms. 

They were joined this week 
by Deputy Prime Minister 
Aziz, who has been lobbying 
Security Council members for 
an end to sanctions. 


190 suspects rounded up 
after bomb attack on Sedki 



__ suspects 
attack on Prune Minister Atef 
Sedki which missed its target 
but killed a schoolgirl, police 
said Friday. 

They also said the bombers 
had used a remote-controlled 
device under a car for Thurs- 
day's attack in the northern 
Cairo suburb of Heliopolis that 
killed the 12-year-old girl out- 
side a school and injured 21 
others. 

Most of the 190 suspects 
were detained in the northern 
suburbs. 

Police voiced doubts over 
the claim sent to foreip news 
agencies that A1 Jihad, which 
assassinated former President 
Anwar Sadat in 1981, had car- 
ried out the bombing near Dr. 
Sedki’s home. 

The underground group has 
been weakened over the past 
few years, they said, suggesting 
the claim was designed to put 
police off the trail of the real 
perpetrators. 

Dr. Sedki nanowiy escaped 
the blast, the latest round of a 
war between Islamic militants 
and the government of Presi- 


dent Hosni Mubarak that has 
claimed more than 230 lives 
since March 1992. 

The Interior Ministiy said 
Friday four of the injured were 
in critical condition. A six- 
■ year-old girl was in a coma. 

The arrests were made in 
dawn raids in ‘Ain Shams, a 
known militant stronghold on 
the edge of Cairo, and other 
districts around the Egyptian 
capital, security sources said. 

They said no specific evi- 
dence linked the militants to 
foe assassination attempt. 
Those detained were known as 
active Muslim fundamentalists 
arrested in foe past. 

However, security sources 
said five other men detained 
near the site of the blast were 
under suspicion. It was not 
clear if they had been ques- 
tioned. 

Two were riding in a taxi 
seen moving away from the site 
and two were caught inside the 
grounds of a nearby school. 

A fifth man was taken to 
hospital seriously wounded, 
wearing the uniform of a con- 
script policeman without any 
papers, the sources said. Police 


were checking his identity. 

Dr. Sedki’s close escape 
showed the growing sophistica- 
tion of the militants. They are 
angered by a wave of execu- 
tions of fundamentalists by 
Egyptian authorities. 

Police have found it more 
difficult to trace militant 
attackers in recent mouths as 
foe militants, mostly 
to AI Jihad, adopt advani 
techniques. 

The securitv sources said 
police identified the car in 
which they believe the bomb 
was placed. 

It had been parked for some 
days on the side of a main road 
near Dr. Sedki’s house in 
Heliopolis, also close to milit- 
ary intelligence offices. 

But the red Opel had no 
number plates. Police were 
trying to trace its owner 
through the serial numbers of 
its chassis and engine. 

AI Ahram said Friday the 
bomb weijfoed between eight 
and 10 kilogrammes, which 
would make it the biggest used 
by militants since they stepped 
up their violent campaign last 
year. 




Palestinian teenagers flee from Israeli soldiers during protests in Gaza City Friday (AFP photo) 

Israelis kill another leading 
Izzeddin AI Qassem member 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 


(Agencies) — Israeli forces 
Friday shot 
member of the Islamic Resist- 


shot dead a prominent 


auce Movement's (Hamas) 
armed wing, two days after 
killing the group's leader, 
Palestinian sources said. 

Khaled Mustapha Zir, 25, 
was shot dead sfoen border 
raided the home where 
was holed up in Jerusalem's 
Palestinian quarter of Sour 
Baher, they said. 

Zir was a leader of- the Izze- 
din AI Qassem, foe armed 
wing of Hamas, whose leader 
Imad Akel was shot deaden^ 
Wednesday by Israeli troops in 
occupied Gaza City. 

Akel’s death sparked a wave 
of violence. 

“At 8 a.m. (0600 GMT) this 
morning foe police captured an 
Arab (aged) 22 or 23 years ... 
he tried to escape from the 
police and he shot (a) few 
bullets toward our people," a 
police spokesman told repor- 
ters at the scene in Sour Baher 
neighbourhood. 

“They 

stop. He didn’t and they shot 


called (on) him to 


him. He was one of the leaders 
of Izzedin AI Qassem from 
(foe West Bank city of) Heb- 
ron,” he said. 

Israeli military censors de- 
layed publication of the report 
for more than nine horns. 

Troops opened fire on stone- 
throwers in the Shatti refugee 
camp on the edge of Gaza City 
Friday and wounded three 
boys aged 13, 15 and 17. doc- 
tors said, as protests erupted in 
several places on the occupied 


Tbe ; 


army stepped up patrols 
and mounted extra roadblocks 
for foe second day of a three- 
day strike to protest the killing 
of Akel. 

Soldiers shot and wounded 
34 Palestinians on Thursday 
and a Palestinian with a Saudi 
passport died of his wonnds 


overnight after he was shot 
when a car he was travelling in 
failed to stop at a roadblock. 

Akel's home refugee camp 
of Jabalia was under curfew as 
was the Sheikh Radwan area of 
Gaza City, a fundamentalist 
stronghold, the army said. 

About 1 ,000 people demons- 
trated after Friday prayers in 
the Shajaiya neighbourhood of 
Gaza City where Akel was 
killed. 

A similar protest was held in 
Khan Yunes while at Rafah, 
on the border with Egypt, the 
armed wing of Fateh toed in 
the. air in memory, of Akel. 

The Fateh Hawks urged 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat to condemn the killing 
as he had done the killing of an 
Israeli settler by renegade 
Fateh activists on Nov. 13. 

At the Palestine Mosque in 
Gaza City, Sheikh Yonsef AI 
Zahar also criticised the failure 
of the Palestinian leadership to 
condemn Akel’s killing. 

“In recent days six of foe 
sons of Islam have been killed. 
Is that the price of peace?” he 
asked in a sermon. 

The strike called by Hamas 
closed the Gaza Strip for a 
second day but had no impact 
on the West Bank. 

Haidar Abdul Shafi, head of 
the Palestinian delegation to 
foe bilateral Middle East peace 
talks, blamed foe army for foe 
clashes. 

“The Palestinians have foe 
right to express their feelir 
about the situation. It's 
army's intervention that led to 
the violence." 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said in remarks 
broadcast Friday that he could 
not yet demand that foe PLO 
headquarters in Tunis control 
foe violence-wracked Gaza 
Strip. 

“l cannot demand today 
control by let's say the PLO- 


Tunisia over what is happening 
in Gaza. In Gaza we are in 
control," Mr. Rabin told Israel 
Radio. 

Israeli gunfire shattered win- 
dows of an Arab hospital in 
Hebron Friday during dashes 
between Jewish settlers and 
Palestinian youths, hospital 
offidals said. 

Officials at Alia hospital in 
the West Bank town said win- 
dows were shattered when sol- 
diers fired shots to 
young Palestinians who 
stones at settlers smashing 
parked Arab cars. 

A rabbi and leader of the 
anti-Arab Kadi movement was 
remanded in custody on Friday 
for alleged possession of. 
bomb-making equipment. 

Rabbi Shmuel Toledano, 58. 
who lives at Kyriat Aiba on foe 
occupied West Bank, was 
arrested Thursday night when 
he landed at Tel Aviv’s Beu 
Gurion airport on a flight from 
the United Staies. 

A Tel Aviv court heard he 
was carrying documentation on 
how to make bombs and some 
equipment, but not explosives. 

Police suspect the bombs 
would have been used against 
Palestinians as part of the Jew- 
ish far-right’s campaign to 
bring down foe PLO autonomy 


A court prolonged the cus- 
tody of a settler from Bet El, 
near the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, who is charged with 
setting fire to a Palestinian 
house at foe end of October 
following foe murder of a set- 
tler. 

Police have confiscated 13 
pistols from Bet Ei settlers for 
ballistic checks following foe 
shooting of a Palestinian two 
weeks ago. 

Israeli police will set up a 
special force to contain Jewish 
settler violence as Palestinian 
autonomy goes into effect, an 
Israeli newspaper reported. 


Jordan 
offers to 
mediate 
Yemeni 
crisis 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty- 
King Hussein has invited 
Yemeni President Abdullah 
Saleh and Vice-President Ali 
Salem AI Beedh to hold a 
reconciliation meeting in 
Amm an, informed sources 
said Friday. 

Hie sources said contacts 
were continuing to arrange 
the meeting in line with an 
offer made by the King to 
mediate in the nine-month- 
old dispute between foe two 
Yemeni leaders. The sources 
could not provide a definite 
date. 

“His Majesty offered his 
good offices as a mediator in 
foe conflict through messages 
he sent to President Saleh 
and Mr. Beedh early this 
month. ” said one source. 

Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker paid a visit 
to Yemen three weeks ago to 
deliver the messages in sepa- 
rate meetings with Mr. Saleh 
and Mr. Beedh, the sources 
told foe Jordan Times. 

The Jordanian offer to 
mediate foe conflict, which is 
threatenin g the thre e- an d-a- 
haif-ydar^bid merger Between 
conservative North Yemen 
and formerly Marxist South 
Yemen, was “well received" 
by the Yemeni leaders, 
another source said. 

“The Yemeni leaders 
understand and appreciate 
foe goodwill gesture of Jor- 
dan and both of them believe 
that King Hussein, whom 
they trust, could be the 
catalyst in bringing them 
together and ending the con- 
flict once and for all,” said 
foe source. 

According to foe source, 
both leaders are trying to 
convince their supporters and 
loyalists of foe need to bring 
about Yemeni reconciliation 
and foe “wisdom of meeting 
away from Yemen to discuss 
foe crisis and means how to 
settle it.” 

The Yemeni crisis stem- 
med from what Mr. Beedh's 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP), 
which held power in the 
south until foe merger, saw 
as the domination and single- 
handed approach to political 
and economic issues by Mr. 
Saleh’s General People's 
Congress (GPC) after gener- 
al elections held in April. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan moving with 
caution towards fresh 
economic priorities 


By Wafa Axnr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan rejects a 
peace treaty with Israel until its 
relationship with foe Palesti- 
nian and Israeli economics has 
been defined, and until the 
Jewish state recognises Jorda- 
nian water rights and 
sovereignty over Jordanian 
territory occupied in 1967 and 
agrees on a solution to foe 
refugees problem. 

Jordanian officials said 
although Jordan was ready to 
implement immediate “confi- 
dence-building measures" to- 
wards Israel, it would be some 
time before an actual peace 
treaty with foe Jewish state 
would see light. 

In the meantime, Jordan’s 
dilemma lies in finding ways to 
maximise its benefits from foe 
Sept. 13 Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO)-Israel 
accord, which has obviously 
marginalised its role in the 
occupied territories. 

To address this problem. 
Jordanian officials said the 
Kingdom wants free and good 
access to the Palestinian eco- 
nomy and an acceptable eco- 
nomic agreement with Israel. 
It woulcf also seek to lift foe 


isolation imposed on it by 
Arab states since foe Gulf war. 

Offidals, worried that Israel 
would use the Palestinian eco- 
nomy as a bridge to infiltrate 
Arab markets, complained of 
foe PLO’s poor coordination 
with Jordan. Relations have 
been quite cool between Jor- 
dan and foe PLO recently over 
the fact that the PLO has been 
ignoring Jordan’s repeated 
rails for ratifying an economic 
cooperation agreement defin- 
ing its role in the Palestinian 
economy and future economic 
relations. 

The signing of foe PLO- 
Israel accord led to hesitation 
in Jordan’s economy and 
caused uncertainty among 
Jordanian businessmen, the 
majority of whom are of 
Palestinian origin, leading to 
an economic slowdown. 

An economic agreement 
with the PLO would provide 
businessmen with sufficient 
assurances and confidence 
needed to reactivate the eco- 
nomy. 

But the PLO has been de- 
laying the signing of any prior 
agreements which would give 
Jordan or Israel an edge, or 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel to open market 
for Palestinian produce 


PARIS (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian farm produce barred from 
Israel during 26 years of 
occupation, may start entering 
foe Jewish state next month 
under an economic pact being 
drafted in Paris, an Israeli offi- 
cial said Thursday. 

“If we read! an agreement 
on a trade regime based on 
free movement of goods with- 
out barriers, it will apply to foe 
agricultural sector," foe senior 
official told Renters. 

“For us, it will be a sacrifice 
because there will be fanners 
in Israel who mil be adversely 
affected. There’s no doubt ab- 
out it. But if we talk of free- 
dom of movement, then that’s 
what it entails." he said. 

The official was speaking on 
the third day of talks between 
Israeli and Palestinian experts 
on economic relations after 
Israel begins withdrawing from 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho on 
Dec. 13. 

Separate talks are being held 
in Cairo and the Sinai town of 
El Arish on political and secur- 
ity aspects of the withdrawal. 

Israel banned the import of 
agricultural produce from foe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
after it seized those areas in the 
1967 war. 

Palestinian produce. less ex- 
pensive because of lower 
labour costs, was sold in the 
occupied territories or ex- 



ported to Arab countries 
although some found its way 
into Israel illegally. 

Peres sees EC model 

In Brussels, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
:an Coin- 
serve a 

coopera- 
tion between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours. 

Speaking at a news confer- 
ence with EC chief executive 
Jacques Delors. Mr. Peres 
urged Jordan to quickly sign a 
peace accord with Israel to 
prepare the way for closer eco- 
nomic links. 

He said he hoped a visit to 
foe Middle East next month by 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher would revive 
peace talks with Syria. But he 
said Jordan should not wait for 


the Syrians. 

“The time has come to mak 
peace with Jordan." he saic 
“If everyone will wait for th 
Syrians they may wait a ver 
long time. 

Mr. Peres stressed Israe 
troops would pull out of th 
Gaza Strip ana Jericho undi 
the timetable set by la< 
September's peace accord wii 
the Palestine Liberation Or«; 
nisation (PLO). 
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Ababa meeting 
could be a turning point 
for Somalia quagmire 


Fateh beaten in Bir Zeit 


FATEH, which has controlled 
Bir Zeit University for the past 


eight years, was ousted 
Wednesday by a union of hard' 
line PLO factions and Hamas 


in the first student council elec- 
tions in the territories since the 
sinning of the Israel-PLO 


Although many PFLP and 
DFLP supporters were uneasy 
about the alliance with Hamas, 
they said it was necessary to 
prove a point. “We are not 
running with Hamas to beat 
Fateh, but to fight the auton- 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. Officials are eyeing a 
meeting next week in Ethiopia 
as a potential turning point in 
determining whether Somalia 
will live in peace or return to 
the savagery of the past. 

With American and other 
officials offering encourage- 
ment from the sidelines, lead- 
ers from Somalia's various riv- 
al clans will gather in Addis 
Ababa to talk about resolving 
their differences. 

The hope here is that a 
successful meeting could lead 
to a full-fledged reconciliation 
conference in Somalia itself.- 

Failure to make a start to- 
wards peaceful dialogue could 
spark renewed warfare, 
hastening the day when the 
international community gives 
up on Somalia as. a lost cause. 

The most obvious .sign -of 
existing weariness with Soma- 
lia was President Bill Ginton's 
decision last month to end the 
U.S. military presence there by 
March 31 —just four months 
from now. There are about 
16,000 U-S. troops either in 
Mogadishu or on warships off 
shore. 

If the Somalis can not move 
towards national reconcilia- 
tion, “we really are headed 
into a difficult situation," said 
a senior State department offi- 
cial. asking not to be identi- 
fied. 

When the Americans de- 
part, most of the remaining 
U-N. forces representing 28 
countries probably wQl follow 
suit. .Continued international 
assistance flows hinge on 
whether Somalis are able to 
live in peace with one another. 

Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed has said he will 
attend the meeting in Ethiopia, 
but it is unclear whether he will 
be bearing an olive branch. 

The senior U.S. official said 
the possibility that Genera] 
Aideed may be more in- 
terested in victory than in re- 
conciliation cannot be ruled 
out because his militia is 
perhaps Somalia’s best armed 
and most fearsome. 

The Addis Ababa meeting 
will occur on the heels of an 
international donors confer- 
ence set to begin Monday, also 
in the Ethiopian capital. 

The Clinton administration 
has promised a $100 minion 
donation “if and only if’ 
Somalis are able to reach a 
political settlement. 

A fragile truce has brought 
relative calm to Mogadishu in 
recent weeks but scattered 
fighting persists outside the 
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accord. 

The Shabiba (Fateh), which 

had been the largest faction. 


omv agreement and Fateh’s 
dictatorial decision-making- 


had been the largest taction, 
ran together with fida (a splin- 
ter ctoud of the DFLP which 


American soldiers rffch up Thanksgiving dinner in a U.S. mess 
hall in Mogadishu Thursday (AFP photo) 


ter group of the DFLP which 
supports the peace process) 
and the People’s Party. The 
elections are on a “winner take 
■ all" system, and the losing 
party is not represented. 

'“The elections are important 
because they are political and 
reflect the mood of the people 
after the signing of the auton- 
omy deal,” said Riad Maiki, a 
professor in Bir Zeit’s en- 
gineering department. 

Activists from the various 
factions and interested parties 
from the territories anxiously 
awaited the results all after- 
noon. Rula Ma’ayah, a candi- 
date on the Fateh list, said that 
the 800 new students, almost a 
third of the student body, 
would-be the key factor. 


process, in which only one man 
(Yasser Arafat) decides what 
to do." said Eilen Saba, a 
candidate on the PFLP-Hamas 
•list. 

She said the alliance was the 
beginning of a common front 
between all the opposition 
groups and will extend outside 
the university. 

Mahmoud, a member of the 
Islamic Bloc, said that the deci- 
sion to unite the opposition 
groups was taken in Damascus, 
where 10 groups opposing the 


peace process vowed to torm a 
National Islamic Front. 

Ahmad, another bloc mem- 
ber, said that Hamas had only 
agreed to run with the radical 
PLO factions because the dan- 
gers of the autonomy deal are 
so great that Islam could per- 
mit an alliance with the secular 
left-wing groups. “Through 


capital, 

Gen. Aideed ’s forces are 
blamed for killing scores of 
Pakistani and American troops 
in recent months. But U.N. 
and U.S. officials have re- 
newed .political contacts with* 
Gen. Aideed, recognising 
there can be no progress to- 
wards reconciliation without 
him. 


U.S. presidential envoy 
Robert Oakley met with Gen. 


Aideed last week just days 
after the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil lifted a warrant for Gen. 
Aideed’s arrest. 

Security is just one of the 
concerns international relief 
workers face in S omalia. Offi- 
cials point out that the country 
remains without even the most 
basic institutions, including a 
tax or law enforcement system 
or even a banking system. 

Without progress on the 
political front, officials said the 
international community could 
easily write off. Somalia and 
shift its resources to countries 
more capable of helping them- 
selves. 

“The clock is ticking.” said a 
U.S. relief official. 

A special U.S. envoy met 
. Gen, Aideed on Thursday to 
discuss the .conference -due- to 
be held in Addis Ababa. 

U.S. State Department offi- 
cials in Mogadishu Gen. 
Aideed was expected to attend 
the Addis Ababa meeting, 
though he gave no promises 
during his one-and-a-half hour 
talks with Richard Bogosian. 

A United Nations official 
warned that the world body 
could cut relief supplies to 
areas of the capital Mogadishu 
that did not cooperate with 
political recondUation efforts. 


“The boat is going to sail. 
Do you want to be part of it or 
to oe left 9 ut,” he said. 

Somali experts said the offi- 
cial was referring to Gen. 
Aideed’s umbrella Somalia 
National Alliance, widely 
blamed for a series of attacks 
against UJf. troops and per- 
sonnel in Somalia, including 
the June 5 killing of 24 Pakista- 
ni peace keepe rs. 

Mr. Bogosian was driven 
half way to his meeting by U.S. 
soldiers and wa/ then banded 
over to Aideed guards who 
escorted him to a villa some- 
where in southern Mogadishu. 

Gen. Aideed has blamed 
U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Gfaafi for a futile four-apd-a 
half month manhunt for him, 
saying it resulted in the.deaths 
of 70 peackeepers and hun- 
dreds. of Somalis. . 

In a sharp shift of policy 
towards political reconciliation 
' ~ the United Nations last 
week formally called off its 
hunt for Gen. Aideed. 

Gen. Aideed says one condi- 
tion for his participation in the 
aid conference is the release of 
eight supporters still detained 
by the U.N. mission. 

■OTS^'“QfSdSP-said; that 
Gen: 1 Aideed stfcl ‘refused . to 
talk to U.N. officials but had 
asked repeatedly to negotiate 
with Americans. Asked why 
this was so, one official said: 
“You -can look at that two 
ways, either they are playing us 
against the United Nations or 
they don’t just trust them.? 

U.S. infantry troops were 
put .on alert throughout .the 
morning as a security measure 
but the meeting went on peace- 
fully. 


Christopher’s trip agenda 
focuses on trade, peace 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
During a two-week trip abroad 
beginning Nov.. 29, Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
intends to press America's 
European allies on the need 
for concluding global trade re- 
forms next month, and also to 
try to convince Arabs and 
Israelis to move closer towards 
a comprehensive Middle East 
peace. 

State Department spokes- 
man Michael. McCurry .said 
Mr. Christopher will travel to 
Rome for a Nov. 30 meeting of 
foreign nmratfen of the Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in -Europe (CSCE). He 
then . will .go to Brussels for 


said, but the secretary plans 
multiple stops in Israel, where 
he will be based, as well as 
visits to Damascus, Amman , 
Cairo and probably Tunis. 

Mr. McCnny reminded reporters that 
the United States has been 
working intensively to promote 
three objectives in the Middle 
East, while supporting the par- 
ties as they make progress in 
their own *Arab-Israeh peace 
negotiations. 

First, Mr. Christopher will 
be stressing the importance of 
implementing the joint dec- 


ary will be emphasising “the 
importance of creating an en- 
vironment that nurtures and 
supports peacekeeping broad- 
ly. He'll be talking to Arab and 
Israeli leaders about things 
that can be done to create the 
best atmosphere for progress 
in the talks." 


The spokesman. said he ex- 
erts Christopher to ‘‘have 


laration of principles signed by 
Israel and the Palestineubera- 


tneo . will .go to Brussels tor 
talks Dec.’ 1 with top European 
Union officials on the.Uruguay 


round of trade talks before 
attending the annual winter 
meeting of the North Atlantic 
(NATO) Council -of foreign 
minister on Dec. 2. He wiU 
-attenfd-a iheeting^f-NATX> and 
farineh-Warsaw Fact.'mnfisters 
in the so-called NAGC x>t 
North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council, scheduled for Dec. 3. 

The- secretary will fly late 
Dec.- 3 to Israel, where he is 
scheduled to. open talks with 
Israeli, leaders on Dec. 5, be- 
fore travelling to Damascus, 
Mr. McCuny said .in a news 
briefing Wednesday. The re- 
mainder of Mr. Christopher's 
Middle East itinerary has not 
been firmed up Mr. McCurry 


Israel and the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation on Sept. 13, 
Mr. McCurry said. 

“The secretary will want to 
encourage the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, to resolve the re- 
maining issues that they face so 
that' implementation of the 
ground can begin soon and so 
that assistance can be used 
effectively," he said, adding 
that ‘Mr*. Cbristophef is plan- ( 
oiiig to meet twice with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

As a second objective, Mr. 
McCurry said, Mr. .Christ- 
opher will be promoting prog- 
ress on the other bilateral 
negotiating tracks between 
Syria and Israel, Lebanon and 
Israel and Jordan and Israel. 
“He will explore what can be 
done to move the negotiations 
forward," the spokesman said. 

Thirdly, he said, the secret- 


pects Christopher to ‘‘have 
some fairly detailed and fairly 
private ana confidential discus- 
sions" with Syrian President 
Hafiz A1 Assad and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
in an effort to produce prog- 
ress' on the trade of bilateral 


negotiations. Mr.. Christopher 
win base his Mideast mission in 


will base his Mideast mission in 
Israel and is exported to spend 
at least one night in Syria, Mr. 
McCuny said. 

“We are seeking, as you 
know, a comprehensive settle- 
ment for the region and I think 
the secretary feels that it's im- 
portant at -this- point to do 
everything be can personally -to 
see that progress stays on 
track," Mr. McCuny said* but 
he cautioned reporters not to 
expect any major break- 
through. 

Starting his trip in Europe, 
Mr. Christopher “hopes to 
drive home the linkage" be- 
tween security concerns and 
global prosperity, “fusing" 
NATO issues and the conclu- 
sion of global talks on trade 
liberalisation. 


Impoverished Iraqis offer kidneys for transplant 


By Jane Arraf 

Reuter 


BAGHDAD — Iraqis im- 
poverished by more than 
three years of U.N. sanctions 
are offering their kidneys to 
strangers who need trans- 
plants. 

Medical sources say Iraqis 
who in the past would never 
have considered giving up a 


kidney are now lining up to 
sell rhem at between SI00 
and $1,000 each. 

The Iraqi dinar has lost 
more than 99 per cent of its 
value since the United Na- 
tions imposed the sanctions 
in 1990. Wages have fallen 
far behind prices and $100 is 
now equivalent to more than 
one years average salary. 

The organ market has even 
attracted non-Iraqis, who 
come to Baghdad and adver- 


tise in the newspapers for 
kidney donors. 

It is not known how many 
of the Iraqis do in fact find 
people willing to buy and 
how many go ahead with the 
operation. 

Surgeon Walid Al Khayal, 
who owns the only Iraqi hos- 
pital willing to transplant kid- 
neys from donors who are not 
related to the recipient, said 
he tried to ensure that the 
donors had humanitarian mo- 
tives. 

But no one could control 
private financial arrange- 
. raents between the donor and 
the recipient, he said. 

“They (potential donors) 
send me for example letters 
saying that they are willing to 
give a kidney because they 
are in need of money or they 
want to get married but they 
cannot support themselves. 


he said. “We usually don’t 
answer their letters." 

“Many centres in the world 
would consider it unethical 
but in cases where there are 
no relatives there is no 
alternative... what am I going 
to tell patients who come to 
me — ‘go and die’?" he 
asked. 

“Even between families 
sometimes I detect the issue 
of money... they are expect- 


for about 10 per cent of his 
operations. 

On Thursday the patients 
in the 60-bed Al Khayal hos- 
pital included a frail 12-year- 


old boy, a woman receiving a 
second transplant after trie 


ing compensation," said Dr. 
Khayal, who has done 1.300 


Khayal, who has done 1,300 
kidney transplants since retir- 
ing as chief- army medical 
director in 1973. . 

__ None of the patients in Dr. 
BChayal's 60- bed hospital 
would talk of money chang- 
ing hands but all had received 
kidneys from unrelated 
donors — a practice which 
Dr. Khayal said had in- 
creased and now accounted 


second transplant after the 
first from a relative had 
failed, and a United. Nations 
employee from Jerusalem. 

About one in five of Dr. 
KhayaJ’s patients for the past 
two .years are from abroad, 
mostly from Jordan and the 
West Bank. 

"This morning is the first 
time in years 1 felt normal. 1 
cried," said the U.N. em- 
ployee, Nicholas Kouttab, 
46, a father of three who had 
travelled from Jerusalem af- 
ter Two years waiting for a 
donor. 

Dr. Kouttab, part of the 
U.N. force supervising the 
ceasefire between Israel and 


its Arab neighbours, said he 
had heard in Jerusalem that 
kidneys were available in 
Baghdad and he arranged the 
$5,000 operation through a 
doctor in Amman. 

Iraqis pay much less for the 
operation. 


The transplant, from a 
donor Dr. Kouttab did nor 


know, bas freed him from 
dialysis, the long and uncom- 
fortable process in which’ 
blood is filtered and recircu- 
lated by machine. 

Dr. Khayal, who was edu- 
cated in the United States 
and Britain, said his success 
rate was between 90 and 95 


per cent, much higher than in 
other Third World countries 


other Third World countries 
where patients often buy kid- 
neys from unrelated donors. 

With new drugs, the pa- 
tients appear to have a lower 
rejection rate than in the past 


and the donors live normal 
lives with only one kidney, he 
said. 

Abdul Kader Mohammad 
Nabi, 53, a driver who had 
donated a kidney to his em- 
ployer, was walking two days 
after the operation and said 
be felt no ill effects. 

“In Islam if we do some- 
thing for somebody, we will 
find our reward in heaven,” 
he said. 

Dr. Khayal said Dr. 
Khouttab and many of his 
other patients would prob- 
ably have died of kidney fai- 
lure without a transplant. ■ 

"You speak about ethics; 
what about sanctions — let- 
ting sa many people die — is 
this ethics?” he said. 

“If someone gives op kid- 
ney he is a very courageous 
man no matter how much he 
is being paid." 
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Comprehensive peace 


this coalition, we will prove to 
the people and to Arafat that a 


large number of Palestinians 
are against the agreement," he 
said. 

Secular professor and stu- 
dents said they feared that 
once Hamas gets onto the 
council, it would start asking 
for sexually segregated classes 
and other Islamic measures, 
especially since it is the largest 
faction in the opposition coali- 
tion. But Saba said that Hamas 
had promised not to interfere 
with student life on campus, 
and Ahmad confirmed this. 

Hamas and the radical PLO 
factions agreed that Islamics 
will hold tne council presiden- 


in two years 


S for the first six months, and 
e PFLP for the next six 
months. The PFLP and DFLP 
will have a majority on the 
council with five of the nine 
seats. 

Hamas and PFLP had prom- 
ised to change the system of 
elections by introducing prop- 
ortional representation, but 
Fateh activists said that if the 
opposition won, it would 
forget about the promise. — 
The Jerusalem Post. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fails Bouez 
has said comprehensive peace 
in the Midale East can be 
achieved in two years but it will 
have to come in stages. 

“In principle, this peace has 
great chances and could be 
achieved in the next _ two 
years,” Mr. Bouez said in an 
interview aired by state-run 
Lebanon Television station 
late Thursday. 

“It would not come at once 
but be in stages,” he said with- 
out elaborating. 

Lebanese officials say they 
expect separate declarations of 


a . peace treaty with Israel only 


s part of .a comprehensive . v‘* 
settlement and after Arab ’ * ■ 
countries regained tbdr rights, r..- 
“The return of fhp..(occa^ 
pied) territory in tHe strath is , 
not enough for Lebanon to; 
recognise Israel and sign a ’ - 
peace treaty,” Mr. Bouez said. ' . 

“Lebanon looks at the peace; ■’ 

treaty through first the retain “* 
of the Lebanese rights' „ and - '* 
through the return of Syrian, 
Palestinian and Jordanian 
rights." 

Mr. Bouez vowed Beirot -- 
would not sign a separate *- , 
agreement with Israel as such a ' . 
move would endanger the nni-/ 
ty of the Lebanese people and • 
threaten Lebanon’s , stability. - 
Mr. Bouez said therfe was r 
stfll, no dear Israel^ commit- 
ment to a total withdrawal 
from the south. But despite the * 
lack of a breakthrough, the j 
talks with Israel had proken 
die moral and psydrologicai i j - 
taboos. . 

Two years of bilateral peace . 
talks between Lebanon and ' \ 
Israel have been fruitless, with 
Beirut insisting on an uncon- 
ditional Israeli pullout from a 
self-styled “security zone" in 
South Lebanon in hue with s 
U.N. Resolution 425 of Lif 
1978. . P 

Israel wants security and 
political arrangements for a gj? 
pullout. £>* 

Mr. Bouez criticised the Ii- - 
mite/d Palestinian self-rule deal 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tine .Liberation Organisation - 
because it failed to define the 
nature and future of. tire 
Palestinian entity. 


principle to be signed between 
Israel and Lebanon, and Syria 


Israel and Lebanon- and Syria 
m four to five months. 

This would be followed . by 
the . formation of committees 
on both tracks which would 
need months to agree on de- 
tails of an Israeli pullout from 
South Lebanon and the Golan 
Heights, they say. 

Once that was settled, the 
committees would tackle the 
political and economic angles 
of the agreements and only 
after that IsraeK-Syrian and 
Israeli-Lebanese peace pacts 
would be signed. „ 

The officials say the whole 
process would take up to two 
years and.it was important to 
get started. 

Mr. Bouez urged Israel in 
the interview to stop man- 
oeuvering and wasting time 
“because this peace is linked to 
persons and leaderships • and to 
.specific circumstances which 
might change in political 


e said Lebanon would sign 


Clinton ‘most hated 9 for 


meeting Rushdie — - Iran 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iran 
Friday blasted U.S. President 
Bill Ginton as the “most hated 
man ” of world Muslims for 
meeting Salman Rushdie, who 
has been condemned to death 
here on charges of blasphemy 
against Islam. 

Mr. Clinton bas “become 
the most hated man in the 
Muslim World" for receiving 
the British writer. Chief Justice 
Ayatollah. Moh amma d Yazdi 
said- during the weekly prayers 
at Tehran University. 

“If you had the least political 
sense, what would be the im- 
plication of receiving a man 
who bas insulted the .Muslim 
and Christian prophets?" he 
asked the president. 

Mr. Clinton met Mr. Rush- 
die Wednesday in Washington 
in a show of support for the 
author, who was condemned to 
death by Iran’s late spiritual 
guide. Ayatollah RuhoUah 
Khomeini, for blasphemy in 
his book “The Satanic 
Verses." 

The Indian-born author, Irv- 
ing in hiding since the sentence 
was passed in 1989, has step- 
ped up a campaign, to urge 
Western leaders to. pressure 
Iran to lift the death threat. 

Bnt Iranian leaders have up- 
held the sentence, arguing it 
was a religious decree which 
could not be changed. An Isla- 
mic foundation has offered a 
reward of $2 million for any- 
one who kills Rushdie. 

Mr. Rushdie meanwhile 
claimed the Iranians who 
isused the death threat against 
him lack the $2 million reward. 

In an interview with David 
Frost broadcast on the Public 
Broadcasting System Friday 
evening, Mr. Rushdie said he 
hoped his meeting with Presi- 
dent Clinton would prove a 
“powerful turn of the screw” in 
getting the threat made by the 
late Ayatollah lifted. 

“I feel I’ve now, at least, 
managed to get sympathetic 
commitments from very senior 


Rushdie, who has been trying 
to rally international support 
to pressure Iran to renounce 
the threat. 

Mr. Rushdie said Iranian 
officials “sort of privatdy- 
admit" that a $2 million bounty 
on his life won't be paid eveau 
he was killed. 

“There’s no money,” Mr, 
Rushdie said. “If people hope 
to take a quick day tijpto 
Tehran and ask for ffie moacy, 


they might be 

'•'Mr. Rushdie said'' Is&inlc 
fundamentalists who have, kept 
the threat against him afire 
were part of a political move** 
ment, and he questioned the 
legitimacy of the fatwa against 
him. 


A fatwa is supposed to be a 
legal document. It’s supposed 
to be a text, signed by the 


person who issues it," Mr. 
Rushdie' said. "There is no 
piece of paper on which tills 
fatwa is written signed by 

/ A tfL • _r 1 !a 


(Ayatollah) Khomeini and wit- 
nessed by others. ■ 

“It doesn’t exist,” Mr. Rush-" 
die said, bat added he 
nonetheless hoped Iranian au- 
thorities will soon understand 
that- it is in Iran’s own best 
interest “to get rid of it.". 

Mr.. Clinton's meeting with 
Mr. Rushdie was a show of 


support. His predecessor 
George Bush refused to meet 
with the author after Iran put 


commitments trom very senior 
people, including the president 
of the United States, said Mr.- 


out the order for his death. 

White House spokesmao 
Mark Gearan said Mr. Rash-, 
die frad requested the visit fol- 
lowing his meeting with Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
-opher and National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake. 

Mr. Gearan said the brief 
visit — • in which Mr. Clinton 
“just literally said ’hello' to 
him" — was an opportunity 
“to demonstrate that freedom 
of speech is a fundamental 
human rights.” 

The State Department 
issued a warning to Americans 
abroad Wednesday against 
possible attacks stemming 
from Mr. Rushdie’s U.S. visit. 
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HomejNews 

Crown Prince calls on U.N. to 
spur energy cooperation on 
regional, international scale 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Fourth Arab International So- 
lar Energy Conference ended 
in Amman Thursday with a call 
from His Royal Highness 
, Crown Prince Hassan on the 
r United nations to promote re- 
gional and international coop- 
eration in energy-related mat- 
ters. 

-Addressing the closing ses- 
sion, the Grown Prince said 
there was need for closer coop- 
eration among scientists and 
decision-makers in energy-re- 
lated matters in the course of 
implementing energy projects. 

Prince Hassan, who 
attended part of the session, 
urged researchers to -set up a 
network of communications to 
exchange information and cal- 
led on the countries of the 
south to benefit from coopera- 
tion with northern industrial- 
ised nations. 

Ending their deliberations 
which lasted five days, the par- 
ticipants from 25 Arab and 
European countries as well as 
the United States strongly re- 
commended the establishment 
of a data and technology base 


and echoed the Prince’s call for 
greater international and re- 
gional cooperation for the 
transfer of modern technology 
from. the industrialised to de- 
veloping nations. 

One of the recommenda- 
tions called for more focus on 
renewable energy, joint ener- 
gy-related projects among 
Arab states and the establish- 
ment of a data base for solar 
radiation, climatic information 
and other related fields. 

They demanded that a re- 
gional centre be set up in the 
Arab World to train decision- 
makers, scientists, technicians 
and engineers in energy and 
renewable energy skiifr , 

' The participants, who de- 
cided to hold their fifth confer- 
ence in Bahrain in 1993, stres- 
sed the need for promoting the 
utilisation of solar energy in 
industry. 

The participants reviewed 
working papers and studies on 
solar energy, solar radiation, 
photovoltaics, means of de- 
veloping solar energy, and- ex- 
periences of the participating 
nations. 


Charities, ministry hold 
King’s day festivities 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein dele- 
rated His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Thursday to 
attend an artistic festival at the 
Palace of Culture of Ai Hus- 
sein Youth City. Organised by 


the Faihaa Charitable Society, 
the festival was part of the 
country’s celebrations of King 
Hussein’s 58th birthday this 
month. Among those attend- 
ing were Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Al Faisal,' 
Cabinet members, senators, 
ities and other senior offi- 


Also Thursday Prince Faisal 
attended another major 
celebration held by the Minis- 
try of Youth celebrating the 
King’s birthday. Taking part in 
the celebration were repre- 
sentatives of youth centres 
from various parts of the coun- 
try. "At - the end ovthe event 
Prince Faisal presented awards 


to winners in a competition of 
the youth centres, in Karak, 
the King’s birthday was . 
observed with a sponsored 
inarch organised by the local 
Society for the Care of the 
Handicapped in cooperation 
with the Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development fQAF). 

Taking part in the march were 
heads of government depart- 
ments, representatives of the 
public and private sectors, 
charitable societies, school 
children and other citizens. 
Prince Firas Ben Ra’d repre- 
sented his father His Royal 
Highness Prince Ra*d Ben- 
Zexd at the march, which was 
also attended by Governor 
Kbalaf Mahasneh and deputies’ 
from Karak governorate. The 
march ended al the Muta Spe- 
cial Education Centre for 
Handicapped - Children 'winch > 
was established in 1983. 



King receives cable from Arafat 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Thursday 
received a cable from Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
congratulating him on opening the 12th Parliament and 
wishing him continued good health and happiness. President 
Arafat thanked King Hussein for his continuous support for 
the Palestinian cause and the Palestinian people. 

Cabinet to establish court in Ajloun 

AJLOUN _(Petra) — The Cabinet has decided to establish a 
Chart erf First Instance in Ajloun. Justice Minister Rateb al 
Wazani will open the court on Dec- 2. 

Health Ministry to open follow-up units 

AMMAN (Petra) Health Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas 
has decided to create follow-up units at the various health 
departments in the Kingdom’s eight gpveraorates- Dr.Malhas 
called on health department directors to follow up on the work 
of these uints and report on their performance. The minister 
also decided to hold computer training courses for the health 
department's heads m preparation for computerising the 
ministry’s work on data collection, and analysis. 

NHF head reviews projects with visiting 
UNESCO official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) Ina’am Mufti Thursday reviewed writ 
senior officials from the United Nations Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) the foundation s s de- 
velopmental objectives and the methodology followed to 
achieve comprehensive development. At a meeting with 
Assistant Director General of UNE^O Collin Power and 
senior UNESCO officials, Mrs. Mufti discussed scopes of 
^operation between NHF and UNESCO in the areas oT basic 
education. Dr. Power expressed interest in cooperating with 
the NHF and in replicating its experience in basic education in 
other countries in the region. 

Ministry starts Arbor Day plans 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Agriculture has prepared 
for Arbor Day celebrations due in January and announced 
that the principal tree-planting celebrations will be held at 
Wadi Qitar district near Abu Alanda. southeast of Amman. 
Noting that the main celebration at the site will be held under 
uic- Msiwcfv Kino Hussein, the ministry said 

rith the 



cooperation wiL . 

funiripality w turn the celebration site into a 

national park to oo named “Al H usse in National Park.” The 
U47 dunum park win be planted with 100,000 trees, irrigated 
via a drip irrigation system, ‘ announced the ministry in a 
S&ttanea! Thursday. It said work is underway to level the 
land, dig holes for the trees and build stone hedges. Each year, 
foe Mhustry of Agriculture nurseries produce millions of fruit 
and fofest tree stapling*. the majority of which are given free 
to the public, mostly during Arbor Day celebrations. 

ASTA chief visits Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — President and ChiefExecutive Officer of 
American Scritfy of Travel Agents i (ASTA) I Eariene : Causey 
arrived here as part of a tour of the Middle Eastr. Ms 
Causeys visit, tie first cwr to the region ««■**' 

tourism to Jordan and the Middle East. At a 

. ..ursdBY With Ministry of ItalBO Secretary General 

Nttfi'Htaiia and representatives of the tourism .sector in 
*? Jordan, Ms. Causey discussed means of encouraging Anier- 
• ^fa^duirets to visit Jordan and spending a longer .period of 
thtiftrio 'ifce Kingdom before going to the occupied Arab 
tenses. Ms. Causey will tour archaeological sgesand other 
toig^t attTWrions before departing for home Sunday. 
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New cerebral palsy centre 
to care for 1 ,000 children 


1RBID (J.T.) — More than 
1,000 children with cerebral 
palsy in Irbid Governorate will 
benefit from services at a new 
centre which is to be formally 
opened here by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Tuesday. 

■ Fakhri Bilbeisi, president of 
, the Cereberal . palsy Foundation 
(CPF), announced that the 
new centre, equipped to deal 
with cerebral palsy patients has 
been completed and is ready 
for occupancy in Irbid. " 
Since 1985, the temporary 
CPF centre was housed at the 


Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST), said 
Mr. Bilbeisi, who Thursday 
visite d foe. new premises. 

He said that the Irbid Muni- 
cipality donated the land for 
foe project which cost JD 
75,000', JD 30,000 was donated 
the General Union of 
oluntary Societies, (GUVS). 

CPF runs centres for fife 
care of children with cerebral 
ilsy in Amman, Zarqa, 
Iqaba and Salt in addi- 
tion to Irbid and has been 


t 




fund-raising annually throi 
sponsored marches usually 
organised during October -and 
through donations from indi- 
viduals, companies and other 
institutions. 

Mr. Bilbeisi said that most 
services are offered free and in 
nooperation with local hospit- 
als, adding that the CPF cen- 
tres had cared for more than 
7,000 children since 1977. The 
foundation, he said, aims at 
reducing the prevalence of 
cerebral palsy in Jordan from 
five to one per 1,000 births. 


ESCWA to hold symposium 
on regional water resources 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
ited Nations Economic and So- 
cial Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) will hold a 
regional symposium on water 
resources m the region with a 
special focus on water use and 
conservation from Nov. 28 to* 
Dec. 2 in Amman. 

Delegates of ESCWA-mem- 
ber countries apd international 
water experts will examine., 
solutions to the growing de- 
mand for water, resulting from 
rapid socio-economic develop- 
ments. They wiU also address 


water scarcity aggravated by 
limited resources in the region 

The Jordanian ministries of 
Water and Irrigation and 
Health will provide foe logistic 
support to the symposium, 
jointly organised by ESCWA 
and the World Health Orea- 
nisation/Regiona] Centre for 
Environmental Health Activi- 
ties (CEHA). in cooperation 
with the U.N. Envirafiment 


Programme (UNEP). 

Tne ESCWA regional sym- 
posium, wbcih will take place 


at the auditorium of the Minis- 
try of Water and Irrigation, is 
expected to provide a forum 
for government officials, ex- 
perts, analysts and decision- 
makers to formulate plans and 
policies for the development, 
conservation, management 

and utilisation of water re- 
sources. In this regard, 
appropriate mechanisms for 
promotion of regional and in- 

terregionaj cooperation in the 
water sector will be thoroughly 
examined. 


Jordanian workforce stood at 600,000 at end of 1992 


By a Jordan Times • 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The number of 
actually employed Jordanians 
stood at 600,000 at the end of 
1992, reflecting a rise of about 
10 per cent during the year, 
and the same increase is ex- 
pected this year, officials said 
Thursday, citing statistics re- 
leased by the Ministry of 
Labour. 

The figure represented an 
almost 20 per cent increase of 
the actually employed work- 
force since 1986. 

Actual unemployment in the 
country is more than 20 per 
cent, although foe number of 
job seekers registered with the 
Ministry of Labour is between 
10 and 11 .per cent. 


According to Labour Minis- 
try statistics, reproduced in the 
Septembere 1993 bulletin of 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ), foe bulk of foe actually 
employed Jordanian work 
force is in the social, personal 
and public administrative ser- 
vices — 292,200, or nearly 50 
per cent. 

The statistics, which did not 
provide figures of guest work- 
ers in Jordan showed that 
44,400 Jordanians were em- 
ployed in foe agriculture sector 
7 — up from 40,848 in 1991 and 
37,436 in 1986. Officials esti- 
mated the figure of non-Jorda- 
nians employed in this sector 
to be double the number of 
Jor danians . 

The mining and manufactur- 
ing sector employed 61.800 


Jordanians — up from 56.856 


in 1991 and 


- up in 
527706 


in 1986. 


Sixty thousand Jordanians 
were employed in the construc- 
tison sector at the end of 1992, 
compared with 54,096 at foe 
end of 1991 and 54,183 at the 
end of 1986. This reflected foe 
increase in construction activi- 
ties after a slack in foe late 
1980s; in 1989 and the total 
number of Jordanian workes 
stood at 50,780. 

The number of Jordanians 
working in the trade, res- 
taurants and hotels sector 
stood at 63,000 at the end of ■ 
1992, reflecting an increase of 
nearly five per cent from 1991, 
and about 25 per cent over 
1986, when foe figure stood at 
49,258. 


The transport, storage and 
communication sector em- 
ployed 52,200 Jordanians in 
1992, compared with 56,856 in 
1991 . These figures showed the 
slack in the sector as a result of 
Gulf crisis in 1990791; in 1990, 
foe number of Jordanian work- ■ 
force in this sector went down 
to 44,557 from the 46,963 reg- 
istered m 1988. 

Finance, insurance and real 
estate services employed 
19.800 Jordanians in 1992, re- 
flecting an increase from 
17,664 in 1991 and 16,748 in 
1986. 

The statistics did not give a 
male-female split up in the 
figures, but unofficial esti- 
mates indicate that less than 30 
per cent of the actually em- 


ployed Jordanian workforce 
are women. 

Similarly, the government 
remained the largest single em- 
ployer in the Kingdom, 
accounting for about 400.000 
of the actuallay employed 
workforce. 

Official figures had put un- 
employment in foe country at 
.15 per cent around about three 
months ago. but Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam AI Majali said 
early this month the figure was 
brought down to 11 per cent as 
a result of more opportunities 
in foe local industrial sector 
and an increase in the number 
of Jordanians securing jobs in 
the Gulf countries after a slack 
in the wake of the Gulf crisis. 

According to economist and 


columnist Fahed Fanek, there 
are no definite parameters to 
assess unemployment in the 
country. 

Official figures are mostly 
based on Jordanians who regis- 
ter their names with the Em- 
ployment Office of the Minis- 
try of Labour. Those figures, 
analysts say, should reflect a 
fairly good assessment of the 
situation since most Jordanians 
opt for jobs either with the 
government itself or positions 
secured through the Ministry 
of Labour. 

Therefore, they say, the dif- 
ference between the official 
figures and unofficial figures 
' represent those who have not 
registered with the Ministry of 
Labour and foe Civil Service 
Commission. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


The following listings are 
compiled. from. monthlyJjul- 
letins and, thei daily i Arabic 
press. Readers are advised to 
verify the listed time and 
place with the concerned in- 
stitutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

^ Art exhibition by artist 
Farghafi Abdel Hafiez ai 
the BaUta* Art Gallery in 
Al Fnbeis (10:00 a.m.- 
8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 720902). 
'ft Exhibition of ceramics by 
Iraqi artist Sehara Saoudi 
at Alia Art Gallery (9ri)0- 
13:30 and l5:00-f&00). 

☆ Photographic exhibition 
on the intifada at Abdul 
Hameed Sboman Founda- 
tion (8:00 a.m.-4d)0 p.m.). 

* Exhibition of pottery by 
Hazim Al Zu’bi at the Jor- 
dan Crafts Centre (Ai 
Aydi) — Jabal Amman, 
Second Circle (9:00-13:00 
and 15:00-18:00). 

☆ Graphic exhibition by Sy- 
rian artist Sa’d Hajjo at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

•fr Art exhibition by plastic 
artist Anwar Haddadin at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

<r Art exhibition entitled 
“Mirage” by artist Alia* 
Al Shanti at Ab’ad Art- 
Gallery — Mecca Street. 

☆ Exhibition of lithographs 
by a number of artists at 
the French Cnltnral 
Centre. 

■fr Art exhibition by artist 
Hammoud Shantout at 
Baladna Art Gallery (Gar- 
dens Street). 

☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi 
artist Rakan Dabdoub at 
Grfali Art Gallery (Tel. 
826932). 

☆ Art exhibition by a num- 
ber of artists at the Stu- 
dent - Affairs Deansbip 
BoD ding at the University 
of Jordan. 

☆ Exhibition of recent paint- 
ings by artist Ammar 
Khammasb at Darat Al 
Funnn of the Abdul 
Hameed Sboman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Luwribdeh. 

Also showing, the perma- 
nent exhibition (Saturday- 
Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.) 


DRAMAS 

& Drama entitled “The 
Naked Man** at Samir Al 
Rlfa’i Auditorium at the 
University of Jordan at 
3:00 p.m_ 

CH A R 1 T Y 
BAZAAR 

☆ Charity bazaar at the 
Armenian Relief Society 
— Al Ashrafieh next to 
the Armenian Orthodox 
Church (11:00 a.m.- 9:00 
p.m.k 


Egypt’s vastness, civilisation captured on canvas 


AMMAN — The works of 
Farghali Abdul Hafiez, son of 
south Egypt, reflect his desire 
to represent foe vastness of his 
country while bringing in his 
personal experience and subtly 
making use of Jus Pharaonic 


" A distinguished contempor- 
ary Egyptian artist, Mr. 
Hafiez 's creativity makes him 
experiment with styles and 
means, breaking foe conven- 
tional distinction between 
painter and sculptor and using 
m his paintings Nile mud and 
straw, in addition to foe con- 
ventional mixed media. 

In most of his paintings foe 
artist constructs foe surface of 
his works with layers of mud 
which he strengthens with 
straws. This mud, filled with 
remembrances of civilisation, 
is more than the basis of his 
work; it is filled with a symbol- 
ism of its own, it is the material 
of the first home, the carrier of 
the first human print. 

The hazy spontaneous pastel 
scratches on its surface create a 
naive world of static creatures, 
with no sense of perspective or 
depth conveyed. 

It is a world of vast ex- 
panses, whose colours suggest 
foe seasons or a vastness of a 
different nature — foe sea — 
and which are either void of 
human presence or have it 


foi^ol 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

represented by its very pre^ 
sence or by the marks it leaves: 
adobes it builds, trees it plants. 

In the case of nature, the 
feeling of frozen life is heavily 
felt. An exception, perhaps, is 
the sea: dark Jblue. huge .waves 
have their crests ready tohreak 
on foe - beach on which dark 5 
figures, barely distinguishable 
on foe all blue background, 
have their backs turned to the 
viewer, prepared to face the 
of the water, 
majority of the repre- 
sentations are those of land- 
scapes. Palm trees abound on 
the horizon of settlements ani- 
mated by donkey-pulled car- 
riages, goats, people (mostly 
folly curved women) caught in 
the position we remember 
from our grandparents' family 
photos: frozen smiles, eyes 
fixed on the camera, hands 
sensibly gathered along foe 
body. 

Proportions and perspective 
are not used in any traditional 
way. Trees' grow on the build- 
ings, or straight from them, 
they form foe hair of foe 
women or defy gravity. 

Representations are transpa- 
rent, one coaid be seen 
through another, being an odd, 
part of it 

In more structured repre- 
sentations, regular geometrical 
figures come together to create 


clustered houses perched on 
top of each other, modem 
housing in foe middle of vast- 
ness. The colours are greyish 
green or ochre brown; foe 
mere passing of the crayons 
over the rough surface of the 
rough .paper , creates an inner 
texture ofjiferick pattern that 
blends perfectly in the overall 
construction. 

A mud, straw, ml pastel and 
mixed media combination 
forms the basis of a big canvas 
(placed over a wooden square) 
where foe background is pale 
yellow and pink, and stylised 
human figures and the 
omnipresent donkey cart are 
engraved or drawn. 

One attempt at collage and 
foe sand colour flicked with the 
brush over foe canvas create 
relief and movement to foe 
otherwise still images. 

A theme is recurrent: man 
and animal which are insepar- 
able^ 

The “portraits gallery” has 
an exquisitely derailed repre- 
sentation of a blade man, a 
drild, a smoking man and some 
women. One triptych is that of 
a woman passing through a 
metamorphosis that sees her 
transformed into a man. It 
reminds one of the computer trans- 
formation of the famous Mona 
Lisa portrait into that of her 



fir?** f$pr^ 
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Mixed media on paper by Farghali Abdel Hafiez 


creator, Leonardo da Vinci. 

Among these portraits is one 
haunting landscape — a vast 
ochre brown mustard taupe 
expanse of desert with hills (or 
perhaps the Saqqara pyramid) 
projected on the horizon and, 
ut tbe foreground, strong 


brushes of darker, more de- 
fined colours (black, orange, 
grey, blue) that create bushes,, 
making the desert less hostile. 

The exhibition, at the B&I- 
ka’a An Gallery, Fhheis, 
opened on Nov. 25 and will 
continue through Dec. 15. 


Jordan moving with caution towards priorities 


(Cont inued from page 1) 

reduce its chances of achieving 
a “sovereign independent** eco- 
nomy, according to PLO offi- 
cials. They also said that 
although the PLO-Jordan eco- 
nomic cooperation draft agree- 
ment was ready, the PLO was 
reluctant to commit itself to 
anything until it was assured of 
the implementation of tbe 
autonomy agreement which 
faces obstacles in tbe Cairo 
talks. 

“The organisation wants to 
keep its options open until it is 
assured that Israel would with- 
draw from Gaza Strip and 
Jericho, and until it secures the 
running cost of the emerging 
Palestinian provisional author- 
ity,” one PLO official said. He 
said the PLO’s annual operat- 
ing budget before the peace 
agreement was almost $120 

million, and this amount would 
have to be increased with the 
new responsibilities the PLO 
would shoulder in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

However, Palestinians want 
closer ties with Jordan and the 
Arabs to enable them to disen- 
gage from foe Israeli economy. 

Jordan, the PLO and Israel 
have agreed that the Jordanian 
“dinar would be the currency 
used in the occupied territories 
during the interim period. 
Some PLO leaders insist on 
their own central bank with the 
power to issue a separate cur- 
rency and wide-ranging powers 
of independent decision-mak- 
ing in trade and taxation poli- 
cy. But this is not the general 
trend in foe PLO leadership, 
with the recognition that this 
would not be sensible and 
possible during the interim 
period. However, in the PLO- 


Jordan draft agreement, the 
Central Bank ofJordan (CBJ), 
would be authorised to orea- 
nise the reopening of Jorda- 
nian bank branches and 
moneychangers in the occu- 
pied territories closed down by 
Israel in 1967. It would also 
supervise their operations 
under Jordanian laws. 


In its quest for “sovereign- 
ty” and “independence,” foe 
FLO is delaying foe signing of 


the draft economic agreement 
with Jordan in the hope of 
finding alternatives to the CBJ. 
Palestinians hinted to their 
wish for setting up their own 
central bank, so the -draft 
agreement said a joint Jorda- 
ntan-PLO financial and monet- 
ary committee would study 
alternatives to foe CBJ — a 
Palestinian central monetary 
institution — , at the right time. 
This joint committee would 
monitor and supervise curren- 
cy and its exchange and the 
licensing of new banks and 
money institutions in the occu- 
pied territories until the estab- 
lishment of a central Palesti- 
nian monetary authority. 

Jordan, however, worries 
about the abuse of its currency 
in the occupied territories, 
which would oe detrimental to 
its economy. To protect its 
currency, it seeks an economic 
agreement with the Palesti- 
nians and authorisation to 
monitor the dinar and to super- 
vise the operations of its bank 
brandies in the occupied terri- 
tories. Officials complained of 
several previous attempts by 
Israel, dating back to the year 
1967, to abuse thtf dinar. 

“We can't allow the imple- 
mentation of the PLO-Israel 
accord, which directly affects our 
economy, without having a say in 


it.” a Jordanian official said. 

In tbe field of trade, -which is an 
Israeli and Jordanian priority in 
defining future economic ties with 
tbe Palestinian economy, Jordan 
and tbe PLO strive for free trade, 
and customs and tax exemptions 
would be agreed annually between 
tbe two sides. The two sides would 
agree to increase the volume of 
trade between tbe two economies 
to the maximum, whereby it would 
not be less than $300 million in tbe 
first year, and would be increased 
during tbe next two years, accord- 
ing to the draft PLO-Jordan agree- 
ment. 

Jordanian and PLO officials said 
both sides could reach separate 
economic agreements with Israel 
until they endorse the PLO-Jordan 
economic agreement. Jordan is 
keen on proceeding in that direc- 
tion, but tbe PLO has been de- 
laying any move in the direction of 
an economic understanding with 
either Jordan or Israel because of 
political considerations, they said. 

A PLO official said the Israeli- 
PLO economic committee talks in 
Paris which ended last week and 
resumed again this week djd not 
produce any agreements because 
tbe PLO wanted to'sign an agree- 
ment with Jordan first. 

The director general of the 
PLO’s economic department 
Ahmad Kurieh told- the Jordan 
Times in a telephone interview that 
during the first Paris meeting, “we 
succeeded in defining our econo- 
mic relations with both brad and 
Jordan.” 

“We made it quite dear that our 
relationship with Jordan was one 
of partnership, whereas with Israel 
it would be based on cooperation.** 
he said. 

He said the PLO stressed that 
“any agreements between the 
Palestinians and any other party 
should not jeopardise or affect the 
economic relationship with Jor- 
dan." But he said Israel was still 
studying the impact of this special 
Jordaman-Palestinian partnership 
on Israeli economy. 


In the economic talks, there 
were deep divisions between the 
PLO and Israel over the critical 
issue of Israel's proposal for a 
custom union. 

Palestinians reject Israeli im- 
position of a uniform customs and 
tax regime. 

“We insist on free trade with 
Jordan and to have our own econo- 
mic decisions about customs and 
taxation," Mr. Kurieh said. 

Jordan also rejects Israel's im- 
position of uniform customs and 
tax regimes, and wants a free trade 
model with the Palestinian eco- 
nomy. Jordan wants to benefit 
from peace in the region, but 
officials complain that the King- 
dom is facing discouragement. 

“Israel only talks of benefits for 
all from regional economic coop- 
eration, but in practice they delay 
all that is good, ’ said one official. 
“We are prepared for a NAFTA 


model with Israel, but we defy it if 
it could deal with it because it will 
be faced with strong internal 
opposition to alter its taxation 
structure since it is the most pro- 
tective economy in the world." 

Officials said they believe Israel 
wants a “Benelux arrangement 
type of economic relations" where- 
by Israel would have au edge over 
the other parties. 

“Israeli priority is to make the 
Palestinian economy the link be- 
tween Jordan and Israel, but to 
Israel's advantage, and it has been 
beneGtting from its occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
since 1967,“ one Jordanian official 
said. "But we want to reverse this 
to Jordan's advantage and to the 
advantage of the Palestinians." 

Until Jordanian demands are 
met by Israel. Jordan would resist 
early normalisation with Israel or 
lifting the economic boycott im- 
posed on Israel by the Arab 
League. These demands were sub- 
mitted to Israel in Washington and 
when the Jordanian-IsraeU-Amer- 
ican economic committee was set 
up in September. 

In follow-up talks of the commit- 
tee in Paris Iasi month. Jordanian 
officials insisted on maintaining the 
Arab boycott and delaying foil 
normalisation until Israel returned 
Jordanian •emV" - * ■■■ it •■caipied in 


1967. until a settlement for the 
refugees problem was achieved, 
until Israel gave Jordan its water 
rights and until a fair economic 
deal was reached, officials said. ■ 
Israel and Jordan have almost 
finalised agreement on some eco- 
nomic and monetary issues, such as ' 
reopening Jordanian bank bran- 
ches in the occupied territories. 

In recent days. His Majesty King ■ 
Hussein has been lobbying efforts 
to convince the PLO to sien the 
economic agreement and to Uft the 
embargo imposed on Jordan by- 
some Arab Gulf states. Officials' 
said during his visits to both Syria 
and Egypt, King Hussein reiter- 
ated his objection to early lifting of 
the Arab boycott against Israel and 
to early unconditional normalisa- 
tion. 

“We will not sign a peace treaty 
until Jordan's relations with the 
Palestinian and Israeli economies 
were defined and until progress 
was achieved on the Syrian-Israeli 
track. But this will not stop Jordan ■ 
from implementing partial norma- ! 
lisation. or -what is called 'confi- 
dence-building measures' with i 
Israel leading to full peace,** one 1 
official said. 

Officials expect Jordan to sign; 
an economic agreement sometime ■ 
next year if Israel shows genuine *. 
intentions towards a just peace in ■ 
the region. "Israel too has to re- 
ciprocate by taking many confi- 
dence-building measures towards! 
Arabs to allay' fears of Israeli inten- • 
lions to dominate the region eco- ! 
normally. one official said. West- ■ 
em diplomats anticipate the impic- ■ 
mentation of partial normalisation * 
very soon, in such fields as tour- ■ 
ism, aviation, environment, and in 
some other economic fields. 

Observers said that Jordan had 
decided since the signing of PLO- 
Israe! accord to the gradual huild- 
ing of blocs to reach peace with 
Israel. They said the Kingdom, 
Palestinians and Egypt would be 
one bloc or aliiancerhat seeks to 
proceed in _ the peace process, 
whereas Syria and Lebanon have 
already identified themselves os ' 
one bloc which wants neither to' 
proceed too fast in the process or 
move too slow that it would be left 
behind. 
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Ss?ae3i disservice to peace 

THE PAST three days have been the bloodiest 
that Gaza Strip witnessed in many months. The 
killing of Hamas leaders Wednesday and Fri- 
day by Israeli soldiers triggered mass demon- 
strations and the woisntiing of scores of other 
Palestinians. The Rabin government im- 
mediately expressed rejoice over what it saw a 1 
Mow to Hamas in Gaza, as if the killing of two 1 
of the Islamic movement’s leaders is the answer 
to Israeli woes. It would be short-sighted to 
bdkve that the shooting of Hamas’s Imad Aqel 
©•in Wednesday and Khalid Zir Friday would 
ead the violence that is currently targetted 
agafeast the Sept. 13 PLO-Israel accord. To 
tbegki vTitSuis, the elimination of one opposition 
leader wadd immediately lead to the rise of a 
B2-7 leader who could he even more determined 
and veigeM than his predecessor. Surely, the 
Israeli authorities know this fact, something 
that suggests that they have other motives in the 
dramatic show of row military power in the 
pest few days. 

A snore logical explanation for the new trend 
can he found in the Israeli popular demand for 
a snore forceful ending of violence against their 
countrymen in the wake of the sudden rise in 
the r.«&er of attacks on Israelis. The Rabin 
government must have concluded that a more 
riodsat wave of repression against the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories, in a bid to 
aiay the anxieties of his people and abort the 
series of attempts to undermine Us Knesset 
standing, 'was the solution. It was no accident 
therefore that prior to the wave of terror 
sgaiSast the Palestinians, the Israeli prime 
minister called on his forces to exercise a more 
astot attitude against what he called the 
“esessses cf peace.” 

Yet this old-new policy of Israel would only 
badhlra should it continue to be the hallmark 
of the current stage of negotiations prior to the 
transfer of authority to the PLO. The PLO 
leadership has already too much in its hands 
and is expected to encounter mounting 
hardships in its attempts to strengthen its 
control over the territories soon to be relin- 
quished to Palestinian interim self-rule. The 
foes of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat are 
bound to capitalise on the recent wave of 
violence against Palestinian opposition. Some 
voices are already accusing the Israelis of doing 
the dirty work on behalf of the PLO leader. 
Arafat, meanwhile, is walking a delicate path 
that Is full of traps of all sorts and dimensions. 
He certainly needs help in navigating the 
Palestinian ship to safe waters. The recent 
Israeli vsoSence in Gaza Strip and elsewhere in 
the occupied territories is the last thing that the 
proponents of the PLO-Israel peace agreement 
would need. The Rabin government should 
therefore entertain more imaginative and civil- 
ised ways to assist the cause of peace in the 
area. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


SCO 


KING HTJSSEIN's visit to Cairo and his talks with the' 
Egyptian leader were a manifestation of Iordan's pursuit of all 
efforts to unify Arab ranks and fuse collective Arab action 
vis-a-vis The crucial stage the Arabs are entering at the 
morrvjai.. raid Al Ra’i daily. The paper said that apart from 
discussing inter-Arab affairs and bilateral ties, the King and 
the Egyptian president gave attention to the peace process 
v hich' v'rj Hussein said was hoped to help regain legitimate 
.Ax.th rights. The Cairo summit, which came in the wake of 
Kin;: Hussein's tails with the Syrian president, reflected 
Jordan’s keenness on ensuring for the Arabs a lasting 
settlement tviib Israel and a peace that can ensure Arab rights 
and stabil ijy of the region, added the paper. In view of Israel’s 
continued drive to conclude separate peace with each Arab 
state. Jordan believes that there is no alternative to bringing 


the Arabs together and fusing their collective action if they 
reek a lasting' settlement on all fronts, continued the daily. It 
sr.id the meetings of the Arab leaders assume a special 
importance, coming before a tour by the U.S. secretary of 
Mate and other American officials in the course of giving 
momentum to the peace process. The paper said that it is the 
;pc risibility of the Arab parties to coordinate policies and 
i.^nds at this stage to deal with the coming developments in 
their region. 

A COLUMNIST in Sawt Al Sh&ab daily said that the United 
N.-. lions, acting on direct instructions from the United Stares, 
wes exercising immoral acts against Iraq and the Iraqi people. 
Th :■ continued embargo on Iraq, which has fully implemented 
all J.N. resolutions, is a political tool and a form of blackmail 
being practised by the U.N. and the United States, said Ismail 
^bul kandouru. The writer said the Arab countries and other 
pc. ; - oving nations should gather their potentials and join 
their 1 . ws to expose such practices and end the immoral and 
unju*> actions directed against the Iraqi population. 


Coordinated Arab stand, conditional 
normalisation of ties with Israel are key to peace 


THE VISIT of His Majesty King Hussein to Egypt and the 
talks he had with Egyptian President Hosm Mubarak on 
Wednesday marked a new turd id Jordaman-Egypuan rela- 
tions and sealed a reconciliation after three years of strain. 

It may no longer be relevant to recall the causes of strain 
since the prevailing mood in the Arab World is to pul the past 
behind us and get ahead with the pressing issues that challenge 
the entire Arab Nation. _ 

But it is indeed relevant to reaffirm that Jordan never 
abandoned its principled approach to pan-Arab issues, and its 
record over the decades since the Arab League was estab- 
lished in 1945 evidences that the Kingdom always upheld Arab 
interests over its national interests and paid dearly for it. 

There are voices that criticised and are still critical of the 
Jordanian approach, from among ourselves, that Jordan has 
paid too heavily for its pan-Arab positions and it might not 
even have been worth to have adhered to its principles if only 
because it was isolated for tbe same principles that shonld also 
have been respected by others in the Arab Nation. 

There is of course cynicism among many that no such thing 
as an Arab Nation or an Arab order ever existed and that the 
collective efforts of the Arabs for many years through the 
Arab League and its various institutions were more of a 
reflection of short-term interests rather than a sense of 
belonging. 

Without digging deep into the affair — since it is difficult to 
get anywhere with it since it is too complex an issue to adjudge 
— my belief is that the core sentiment that the Arabs stood to 
gain better from a collective stand than an individual position 
m the short, medium and long term was the motivating factor 
in the collective efforts that marked tbe decades until the 
fateful year 1990. 


1991 — the Gulf crisis — are indeed short-sighted since the 
reality of the Arab strength in collective work has not changed 
at all. 

But then, it might be too early for some of the Arabs to 
appreciate the reality; again, it is a matter of time, hopefully 
not too late, before they do so. 

In the meantime, pressing issues are at hand. After decades 
of struggle and bitter conflict in tbe region, the Arabs have 
come face-to-face with a possibility of ending the state of 
tension that prevailed with Israel. 

Given the political, military and economic conditions that 
surround the so-called new world order, particularly the 
aspects of the Arab- Israeli conflict, it is a foregone conclusion 
that the Arabs are at a crossroads. Without a collective stand 
based on common interests and objectives, the Arabs stand to 
lose, perhaps for ever, most of what they stood for over the 
-decades. 

We hope that the realisation of this truth will be the driving 
force behind tbe new moves for inter- Arab reconciliation, and 
that the Cairo summit on Wednesday will be followed up with 
similar meetings. 

Within tbe immediate context, an improvement in relations 
between Amm an and Cairo was the first priority for Jordan at 
the summit. All signs are that this has been achieved, 
particularly tbe atmosphere that characterised the Cairo 
meetings and as stated by His Majesty the King and President 
Mubarak.. _ 

The second ,priority was advancing the Jordanian' quest to 
heal the rift with some of the Gulf states. Obviously. President 
Mubarak could be a catalyst in the affair, but tbe fact remains 


that any decision from the Gulf leaders in this sphere will have 
to come from themselves. 

Jordan is not seeking reconciliation for reconciliation's sake: 
it has repeatedly stateaits principled positions, which might or 
might not have been understood dearly by other-Ar abs, and 
its desire for a new era in relations based on common Arab 
objectives and interests. 

There are very pressing issues at hand, particularly in the 
context of the peace process and the new world order and 
Arabs wilil be better off coming together and adopting a 
collective stand rather than limiting their views to narrow 
individual interests. 

What we are witnessing today is a conceited Israeli effort to 
create a new Middle Eastern order to replace the Arab order, 
Israel’s dedicated push for normalisation of relations with the 
Arabs regardless of whether it is in a mood to accept, 
recognise and honour the rights of the Palestinians, is the best 
evidence of the Jewish state’s objective. 

At this juncture, when Israel appears rubbing its hands in 
glass calculating bow much it stands to gain from normalised 
ties with the Arabs — one report says that it has even 
estimated trade with the Arabs in 1994 at $750 million to $1 
billion — it is tune the Arabs understood that the one card 
they hold to press Israel to meet tbe legitimate rights of tile 
Palestinians, Jordan. Syria and Lebanon is Arab abstention 
from normalising relations and linking normalised ties with a 
fair and just solution to ail aspects and dimensions of the 
conflict. 

The third Jordanian priority at the Cairo summit was to 
prod President Mubarak into not only understanding the 
delicate Jordanian position in the peace process and the new 
1 pressure that is applied on the Kingdom to break Arab ranks 
. and enter a peace accord with Israel but also to try his hand at 
alleviating that pressure. 

No doubt, the main reasoning behind such pressure is the 
outcome of the Nov. S elections. There are many in the West 
who perceive that now that the hardliners who reject the peace 
process were set back in the elections the air has been cleared 
of hurdles for Jordan to sign a peace treaty. 

That is a very short-sighted view. Regardless of the shape 
.and nature of its Parliament, new or ola, there are principles 
that Jordan cannot and will not violate, and any pressure 
applied on it comes from a lack of understanding. 

Jordan means it when it says it mil not sign a separate peace 
accord with Israel outside -the framework of a settlement that 
addresses all tbe dimensions of the root conflict; it is not a 
matter of suitable political climate or conditions, bat a 
condition warranted by the lopsided equation that characte- 
rises the Arab-Israeli situation and very much in conformity 
with the principles that tbe Kingdom has cherished and 
honoured throughout its modern history. 

Within the broader context of Arab reconciliation, we are 
more than glad to host a meeting of Yemeni President 
Abdullah Saleh and Vice-President Ali Salem Beedh, who 
have accepted a Jordanian invitation to travel to Amm an and 
discuss the crises that have beset Yemen three years into unity 
It might also be relevant to emphasise here that inter- Yemen 
reconciliation and the role Jordan is playing in it stem from our 
deep desire to see Yemeni unity continue. It does not aim at 
any party outside Yemen. 

.... We hope the Yemeni summit here will be the first of many 
such gatherings that Amman will host in its drive to achieve a 
more coherent Arab stand at this crucial juncture in history. 


The Week in Print 


Parliamentarians should address 
issues of concern to the public, 

work to safeguard national interests 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


Jordanian dailies discussed 
over tire past week tbe Mid- 
dle East question, the situa- 
tion in the occupied Arab 
lands, the coming tasks of the 
newly-elected Parliament and 
domestic affairs. 

Commenting on what is 
going on in the occupied Arab 
lands, Al Dnstour described 
as the ugliest and most de- 
spicable the atrocities the 
Israeli occupation forces are 
exercising against the free- 
dom fighters and resistance 
groups in Gaza. 

The Israelis are ignoring 
the fact that they bad signed 
with the PLO a deal to pull 
oat from Arab lands and 
have escalated their repres- 
sion campaigns against tire 
resistance, said the daily. 

Only three weeks before 
the scheduled time for the 
withdrawal of forces, Israel is 
trying to deepen the hatred 
and cause extreme suffering 
for as many Palestinians as 
possible, it added. 

Sultan Al Hartab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i daily, said 
Jordan supported the PLO- 
Israeli deal because it believes 
that it would pave the way for 

the complete withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from the occu- 
pied regions. 

We are for the deal be- 
cause it opens tbe door for 
the Palestinians to return to 
their homeland and we con- 
sider that the deal was a first 
step on the 1 ,000-miJe trip, 
said the writer. 

He said that Jordan sup- 
ports the deal regardless of 
those opposing it and those 
who try to block its imple- 
mentation because a home- 
land for the Palestinians 
would put an end to the 
Israeli idea of making Jordan 
2 substitute homeland for the 
Palestinians. 

Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in A Dustour, criti- 
csed the PLO leadership for 
being over optimistic over an 
imminent final settlement 
ant* withdrawal of Israeli 
forces. Hie writer said that 
while the PLO shows optim- 
ism, the Israelis talk about 
the redeployment of their 
forces in the Gaza Strip and 


Jericho in a manner that 
would ensure continued 
occupation. 

In tiie view of the writer. 
Yitzhak Rabin takes into 
- account the Israeli opposition 
and be is adamant in his 
position. He said that Mr- 
Rabin is not concerned about 
external protests against his 
government's pobcies be- 
cause he relies on the United 
States to subdue any such 
opposition on the part of the 
world. 

Any deals with Israel, he 
stressed, remain mere ink on 
paper until Israel pulls out its 
forces from all the occupied 
lands. 

Walid Abu Baker, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that while the outside world, 
inducting the Arab countries, 
focus their attention on mat- 
ters like the Palestinian 
police force and the rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces, 
the basic matters are being 
ignored. 

The writer said that the 
people of Palestine, occupied 
for more than a quarter of a 
century, are in need of free- 
dom which can come through 
democracy once the occupa- 
tion ends. He said that demo- 
cracy can come only when the 
Palestinians willingly take 
part in the construction of 
national institutions and 
when they are quite happy 
with their functions. 

Tbe writer said that the 
Arab Nation should extend a 
helping hand to the Palesti- 
nians to assist them in estab- 
lishing democratic institu- 
tions and their economic in- 
frastructure to ensure a sus- 
tainable entity for their fu- 
ture generations. 

Despite differences and di- 
visions among Arab states, 
the Arab Nation should re- 
main adamant in rejecting 
any calls from tbe United 
States to end the boycott of 
Israel, demanded Bader 
Abdul Haq, a columnist in Al 
Ra’i. 

The writer said that while 
the Americans and their 
Israeli friends demand from 
the Arabs to maintain sanc- 
tions on Iraq, they insist that 


they end their boycott of 
Israel. The writer added that 
the Arabs, who succeeded in 
using the boycott of Israeli 
goods successfully, should 
not give up their pressure on 
Israel in their bid to ensure 
freedom for the Palestinians. 

Turning his attention to the 
upcoming meetings of tbe 
newly elected Parliament, 
Faba Fanek, a columnist in 
Al Ra’i daily, said that the 
deputies have a right and 
duty to demand that all parts 
of occupied Jordanian lands 
be returned and that Israel 
recognise Jordan's rights to 
water resources if tbe King- 
dom is to approve a peace 
settlement with Israel. 

The writer said that any 
future trade exchanges be- 
tween Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians should take place on 
equitable and fair basis and 
that Jordan's foreign debts be 
reduced as part of the deal. 
He expressed hope that the 
deputies would not sell out 
Jordanian interests. 

Ahmad Dabbas, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, 
advised the new deputies to 
avoid rhetorics and empty 
speeches in Parliament and 
direct their attention to se- 


rious problems and chal- 
lenges facing the nation, 
we do not want slogans 


and speeches that serve no 
purpose, but rather dealing 
with issues of concern to the 
public; we need to see the 
deputies join hands with the 
government to safeguard 
national interests, the writer 
demanded. 

Taber Al Udwan advocated 
the idea of fo rming a govern- 
ment made up of deputies. 
The columnist, who writes 
for Al Dustour, said that such 
a government does pot only 
guarantee the support and 
confidence of Parliament but 
can also better interact with 
issues of concern to tbe 
public. 

We want to see active par- 
ticipation of deputies in the 
future governments because 
only this practice reflects the 
true pluralistic and democra- 
tic way of government, said 
the writer. 


His views are countered by 
bis colleague in Al Dustour, 
Mohammad Subeihi. The 
writer said that since most of 
the deputies are independent 
and belong to no political 
party or group, there is no 
chance of giving each deputy 
a government post and hence 
it is pointless to involve the 
deputies in tbe executive 
branch. 

Tbe writer said that the 
newly formed blocs in Parlia- 
ment are fledgling and have 
not yet matured enough to be 
involved in government 
businesses. 

Mohammad Masalha, a 
columnist in Sawt Al Shaab, 
said that tbe deputies* work 
should focus on agricultural 
development, curbing unem- 
ployment and poverty, hand- 
•ling Jordan's indebtedness 
ana tbe peace battle. Tbe 
writer said these issues could 
not be handled by the gov- 
ernment alone aqd should be 
assisted by the legislative au- 
thority. 

A col umnis t in Sawt Al 
Shaab daily urged the Water 
Authority to heed the calls of 
the public who draw the au- 
thority's attention almost dai- 
ly to the fact that broken 
water pipes are causing con- 
siderable loss of precious 
water. 

Nazih Ousous said that it is 
rather silly for the Water 
Authority to put up notices to 
the public to save water at a 
time when its officials and 
workers ignore most of the 
calls to mend broken pipes. 

Tawfiq Al Abed, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, voiced 
a public complaint when he 
said that cars roving Am- 
man's districts, blowing their 
horns to draw attention to 
the fact that they sell gas are 
causing disturbance and 
troubling the peace of the 
local communities. 

The writer said that there is 
a law against such a practice 
and both the police and the 
Civil Defence Department, 
which issued licences to the 
vendors, should interfere and 
protect the citizens’ right to 
peace and quiet. 
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Experts believe 
Palestinian 
statehood can 

be achieved 


By M. C. Jaspersen 


WASHINGTON — Will the 
Palestinians achieve state- 
hood? Yes, a group of experts 
agreed, but only if they are 
able to craft a truly democratic 
government, and they, along 
•wi{h Israelis, can overcome old 
fears and perceptions. 

“American enthusiasm for 
supporting the emerging 
Palestinian state will depena, 
to a degree, on whether it 
proves to be democratic," Wil- 
liam Quandt said at a Nov. 18 
conference here. 

Mr. Quandt, a senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution, 
scholar, diplomat, former 
National Security Council 
adviser and Camp David nego- 
tiator on die Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty, participated in 
one of two panels aiscussing 
die feasibility and implications 
of Palestinian statehood at the 
second .annual international 
conference of- The Centre for . 
Policy Analysis on Palestine at 
Georgetown University. 

In considering die question 
of Palestinian elections (pro- 
jected to take place in July, 
1994) Mr. Quandt added: “I 
think that this whole process 
needs an election to provide 
the' legitimacy which it still 
doesn’t entirely have.” 

Eric Rouleau, a French di- 
plomat/scholar and the -confer- 
ence keynote speaker, stressed 
that the fears and perceptions 
of Palestinians and Israelis — 
regardless of how realistic they 
are — have to be overcome to 
achieve any true peace, or they 
wiQ* remain as psychological 
blocks to the normalisation of 
relations. 

He predicted that a Palesti- 
nian state would emerge if the 
Israelis “meet the minimum 
national and psychological re- 
quirements of die Palestinian 
people — land and dignity.” 

Mi. Rouleau said that this 
could happen, since “paradox- 
‘ically, the Israelis and the 
Palestinians are in the same 
boat: The failure of oneparty- 
immediately provokes the fai- 
lure of die other.” 

Thus, if the PLO fails to 
construct viable institutions for 
independence, “it’s over for 


the (Israeli) Labour Party, apd 
the Likud will take over.” On 
the ocher hand, if the Labour 
Party loses power, “it’s . 
finished for the PLO and tbe 
process” which began with the 
Sept. 13 accords. 

Mr. Rouleau, a journalist 
editor and author, served as' 
the French ambassador to 
Tunisia, the Arab League, the 
PLO and Turkey. A scholar of 
both classical Hebrew and 
Arabic, Mr. Rouleau at one 
point headed the Middle East 
department of the French daily 
“Le Monde.” 

Dr. Sari Nusseibeh, a fellow 
at the Woodrow Wilson Centre 
for .International Scholars, 
appearing in the morning ses- 
sion, .said that ‘’the main re- 
quirement or precondition for 
a successful effort (at Palesti- 
nian statehood) will have to be 
a sense of security." Without 
•it, he predicted, Palestinians 
would not be able to achieve 
sustained economic growth. 

To avoid failure. Dr. Nus- 
seibeh said, both public fund- 
ing and private investment will 
be needed. However, private 
investment will “only be forth- 
coming if there is & sense , of 
security, and... a democracy 
that protects individual and 
group rights.” 

Dr. Nusseibeh described in 
detail the structure of the va- 
rious political, economic and 
social councils that are being 
established to shape tbe new 
Palestinian entity. Until re- 
cently, he was the founder and 
chief of the technical and 
advisory committees support- 


ing' the Palestinian delegation 
to the Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

Dr. Karim Nashashibi, a 
Palestinian economist who is 
presently an assistant director 
■ of the Middle East department 
at the International Moiieiaiy 
Fund, also stressed the need to 
build a flowing economy. 

He said that “26 years off 
occupation” will render the" 
task difficult, as. the infrastruc- 
ture is ‘in ruins,'’ roads and 
sewer systems need to be re- 
built, and there is dependency 
(on Israel) due to the lack of 
agricultural industry and 
Palestinian “inability to in- 
vest” in themselves. 

Anis Kassim, author of 
“Beyond the Lone Tunnel," 
said that the Palestinians have 
been plunged into “a compli- 
cated maze... a dark tunnel” 
Whether they emerge with 
statehood depends on their 
“maintaining autonomous 
Sovereignty in their ’state " 
while avoiding “shared 
sovereignty" with the Isra&s. 

The right to self-sovereignty, 
he said, must also be extended 
to Palestinian women, who 
actively participated in die in- 
tifada. The rights of Palesti- 
nian women “must be guaran- 
teed by law,” Mr. Kassim 
added. 

Adrien Katherine Wing, an 
African-American attorney, *— 
said she had her first exposure T i 
to “the Palestinian struggle” 
when she worked in a hospital 


in west Beirut during the 1982 
bombings. 

Ms. Wing said she strongly 
felt that a democratic Palesti- 
nian in the Middle East “win 
be a strong example, not only 
for the Middle East, but for the 
entire world.” 

In her paper “Assets and - - 
Impediments to Democratism- . 
tion,” Ms.- Wing argues that 
there exist, in the Palestinian 
situation, factors which- will 
both encourage and inhibit the 
growth- of democracy. These - 
include “their high level of 
education, the degree of plnr- 
alisation their communitarian/ '• - 
hierarchical society, the dis- 
trust of authority... the influ-ff 
ence of the intifada and the ^ 
role of fundamentalism, reJi- - - 
gion, and custom.” 

Ori Nir, Washington corres- 
pondent for the Israeli daily 

Ha’aretz,’’ said that although 
most Israelis still oppose 
Palestinian statehood, the 
Sept. 13 accord “does increase 
the chance that more Israelis - 
will be willing to entertain that 
notion." One way of alla ying 
Israeli fears, he said, would be 
through decreased tensions 
along its borders with Syria 
and Jordan. 

Clovis Maksoud, director of 
the Centre for tbe Study qf the 
Global South at American 
University, and the Arab 
League's former represents- 
five at die United Nations,*' 
defended the continuing Arab 
boycott of Israel. He said the 
Arab World “must insist” on 
maintaining the economic 
boycott until Israel withdraws 
from the occupied territories. 

Normalisation does not take 
precedence over withdrawal,” 
he .argued. “We wanf peace, 
but we don’t want the peace of 
submission.” 

The Centre- for Policy 
Analysis on Palestine, the. 
sponsor of the conference, is- 
an educational programme 1 
whose principal purpose is "to 
make available to students of 
the Middle . East, particularly 
of .Palestinian affairs and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, a Palesti- 
nian- Arab perspective on areas j 
and issues of great importance * 
to. the United States. It also 
interprets U.S. policy to opin- 
ion makers in the Arab World 
— ■ United States Information 
Agency. 
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Geneva talks probe germ warfare threat 


GENEVA — ! Back in 1952, 
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin 
decided to. eliminate Marshal 
Tito, the intractable commun- 
ist leader of former Yugosla- 
via, in a secret assassination 
plan. The weapon chosen by 
the Kremlin was an unusual 
. one by any standards — Tito 
was to be sprayed with deadly 
plague bacteria from an aero- 
sol can. As fate would have it, 
Stalin died before the planoould 
be put into action, and the 
attempt was called off. But 
throughout the long years of 
the cold war and even before 
it, scientists in top secret labor- 
atories worked feverishly to 
develop sinister biological 
weapons capable of killing spe*- 
cific targets or, more chillingly, 
wiping out entire cities. 

World War D was one of the 
most fertile periods for re- 
search into germ warfare. The 
British government's secret in- 
telligence unit spent consider- 
able effort and resources trying 
to invent ways of disposing of 
German enemies. At that 
time, British government sci- 
entists contaminated a remote 
island off the north coast of 
Scotland with anthrax, a dis- 
ease that attacks the respira- 
tory system of its victims and 
covers their bodies with painful 
ulcers. The British govern- 
ment's experiment was aimed 
at developing a biological 
weapon to be used in retalia- 
tion against the Germans, 
should Hitler decide to use 
germ warfare against them. It 
was never needed, but only 
recently — after 50 years — 
was the island declared free of 
the lethal anthrax spores. 

Long after the major world 
powers have, ostensibly, re- 
nounced such types of warfare, 
the international community is 
struggling to reach an agree- 
ment that would stop such 
dangerous weapons from 
reaching the hands of terrorists 


By Clare Pedrick 


or smaller countries tempted 
by biological weapons as a 
cheaper alternative to more 
costly methods of mass des- 
truction. A treaty banning the 
development, production and 
stockpiling of biological 
weapons has been in place 
since 1972 and has been rati- 
fied by 125 nations. The abs- 
ence of a monitoring mechan- 
ism in the convention makes it 
next to useless as an instru- 
ment of control, say disarma- 
ment analysts. In Geneva this 
week, technical experts from 
around the globe are meeting 
to discuss how the 21 -year-old 
treaty might be given some 
teeth. 

•‘The major disadvantage of 
the biological weapons conven- 


Jordan offers 

(Centfaned from page 1) 

The GPC emerged as the 
dominant party w Parlia- 
ment, in the elections, fol-. 
lowed by the YSP, and the 
two parties formed a coali- 
tion. The ; Islamist A1 Islah 
party was brought into the 
coalition later on, but the 
YSP did not approve of the 
move and felt that its opinion 
was overlooked in the deal. 
A series of attacks against 
in-* 


southerners in the no 
chiding the federal capital 
Sanaa, against the backdrop 
of the YSFs displeasure with 


the GPC further alienated 
Mr. Beedh from President 
Saleh. 

Subsequently, Mr. Beedh 
based himself in Aden, the 
. capital of the former South , 
Yemen, and refused to visit 
Sanaa and boycotted his own 
swearing-in ceremony as 
vice^jresidcnt two months* 
ago, further straining the re- 
lationship. 

The anti-southern attacks 
continued; Mr. Beedh’s 
nephew and driver were kil- 
led in an ambush on a car 
which was cartyiog two of the 
vice-president's sons last 
month. 

Political experts on Ye- 
men. where tribalism domin- 
ates die military and adminis- 
trative structure, believe ele- 
ments in the armed forces 
supported by GSP politicians 
are behind the violence. 

Despite the May 1990 mer- 
ger, which coincided with an 
Anbaumnnt in Baghdad and 
widely hailed in the Arab 
World end elsewhere as a 
significant luro in a region 
beset with problems of high 
poverty .and unemployment, ■ 
tire armies of tire North and 
South .were not unified. 

Yemeni Prime Minister 
Haidar Abu Bakr Anas, who 
belong* to Mr. Beedh’s YSP, 
has openly Mamed military 
gets, for -the violence, 
r. Beedh visited Jordan 
inAufttaf , apparently to brief 
Kna Hussein on the crisis. 

YcBcnr Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Salem. Basand- 
wafe visited Jordan at least 
three times since the elec- 
tions^ present to the Jorda- 
niaujeade rehip President 
Saleh’s perceptions of the 

rK • - 


tion, as opposed to the non- 
proliferation treaty for nuclear 
weapons (NPT) or the chemic- 
al weapons convention (signed 
in January of this year), is that 
it contains no compliance sec- 
tion,” said Richara Guthrie, a 
researcher at the Verification 
Information Technology Cen- 
tre, a London-based organisa- 
tion that monitors disarma- 
ment treaties. “It was taken as 
a matter of trust. But recent 
events have shown that trust 
has often been broken in the 
past." 

In 1991, in the aftermath of 
the Iraq-Kuwait war, the Un- 
ited Nations special commis- 
sion charged with investigating 
Saddam Hussein's weapons 
arsenal discovered that, aside 
from nuclear and chemical 
weapons programmes, the Ira- 
qi leader also had an offensive 
biological weapons program- 
me. “It is now fairly clear that 
the famous ‘milk factory' that 
the Iraqis accused the British 
and Americans of bombing 
was, in fact, devoted to de- 
veloping biological weapons, 
said Dr. Owen Greene, a Brit- 
ish arms control expert who 
has written extensively on the 
subject of biological weapons. 

Clear evidence has emerged 
that the former Soviet regime 
broke the convention by de- 
veloping biological weapons in 
the 1970s and 1980s, after it 
had signed the treaty, and that 
stockpiling continued well af- 
ter the fall of communism and 
may still be happening. Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
admitted in April 1992 that 
military scientists had con- 
tinued to research and produce 
germ weapons, after both 
Mikhail Gorbachev and he bad 
ordered them to stop. 

According to Mr. Yeltsin, all 
such programmes have now 
been closed down, but some 
reports suggest that the Rus- 
sian military establishment 
may have ignored Mr. Yelt- 
sin s ban, carrying on clandes- 
tine research in the hope that 
the recent wave of “glasnost” 
may not last forever. “Russia is 
the one that everyone is a bit 
bothered about," said Julian 
Peny Robinson, a British au- 
thority on chemical and biolo- 
gical' ’weapons' from ‘Sussex 
University s Science Policy Re- 
search Unit. “The U.S. nation- 
al intelligence estimates that 
the Russian military is con- 
tinuing to develop biological 
weapons. Mr. Yeltsin has 
admitted they were, but he 
ordered them to stop. The 
feeling is that he has not been 
able to make them stop.” 

Most major powers actively 
pursued biological weapons 
programmes until the end of 
the 1960s, developing bacteria 
or viruses that could release 
debilitating or fatal diseases 
when dispersed by air or intro- 
duced into the drinking water. 
“Until the end of the 1960s, 
there were a lot of such prog- 
rammes going on,” said Perry 
Robinson. “Ways were studied 
of firing biological weapons 
from warheads or dispersing 
them from airplanes via 
sprays.” Mainly because of the- 
potential backlash effect of the 


strategists never unleashec 


monsters they created, military 
:gists never unleashed 
their lethal germs. Former' 
U.S. President Richard Nixon, 
who announced the end of the 


Pentagon's biological weapons 
programme in 1V69, said the 
U.S. was giving up research on 
ids of thei 


was 

the grounds of their “massive, 
unpredictable and potentially 
uncontrollable consequences.” 


“Unce you let the bug out, it 
can attack both sides,” Mr. 
Greene said. That major draw- 
back has made the biological 
weapon a less than attractive 
choice in traditional military 
campaigns. “For any power 
wanting to invade another 
country biological weapons 
are, in a sense, self-defeating. 
There is always the very high 
risk that the invading troops 
will be infected and, in turn, 
bring the disease back to the 
country’s own community,” he 
explained. “For that reason, 
there have always been serious 
doubts about its usefulness as a 
military weapon.” 

Such considerations go a 
long way toward explaining 
why, on the rare occasions that 
biological weapons have been 
used, they have almost always 
been part of an undercover 
strategy. The cold war pro- 
duced - a battery of mysterious 
attempts at assassination and 
sabotage involving the use of 
bizarre germs and poisons. In a 
few cases — such as the mur- 
der of the Bulgarian dissident 
Georgi Markov with a poison- 
tipped umbrella — the finger 
was pointed almost incontrov- 
ertibly at germ warfare. Mar- 
kov was stabbed in the back of 
the leg on a crowded London 
street, where he was living in 
exile in the 1970s during the 
height of the second cold war. 
Although the wound — in- 
flicted by the pointed of an 
umbrella — was hardly visible, 
his death was judged to have 
been the work of Bulgarian 
secret service officials. 

Dozens of other cases have 
gone unproved. Stories are le- 
gion of James Bond-type 
attempts by the CIA to assas- 
sinate Cuban leader Fidel Cas- 
tro with a poison-spiked cigar. 
The Soviet government was 
widely alleged to have used 
;enn warfare to produce what 
came known 3S “yellow 
rain” in Cambodia and Laos in 
areas where there were pock- 
ets of insurgency against the 
communists. “People certainly 


became ill and some died, but 
it was never satisfactorily 
established whether it was the 
result of deliberate poisoning 
or if tile so-called yellow rain 
was caused by the droppings of a 
particular kind of bee,” said 
Mr. Greene, who lectures on 
international relations and 
security studies at Britain's 
University of Bradford. 

With the East-West conflict 
over, terrorists and developing 
countries are likely candidates 
for biological weapons de- 
velopment and use, say aims 
experts. The relative ease with 
which they can be produced 
and the comparatively low 
costs involved make them an 
attractive option, at least as a 
bargaining tool. Perry Robin- 
son says biological weapons 
are “an extremely cheap 
equaliser." Since only very 
small quantities are needed for 
start-up, they can easily be 
smuggled across borders. “If 
you are talking about wanting 
to manufacture horrible dis- 
eases, you do not have to be 
enormously sophisticated to 
produce them in a .laboratory 
and prepare a canister to dis- 
perse them over a population,” 
said Mr. Greene. 

“There is no doubt that you 
can really do a lot of damage 
with these things,” said Peny 
Robinson. “The technology is 
not as simple as some people 
make it out to be. but it is not 
that sophisticated either. The 
possibility of poisoning people 
over an area of thousands or 
tens of thousands of square 
miles really is there. A little 
germ goes a very long way. and 
you can get a lot of germs into 
an aerosol can.” 

Germ warfare has yet to be 
used as a weapon of terrorism, 
at least by the mainstream 
groups. “In the early 1970s, a 
group of American terrorists in 
Chicago were arrested after 
threatening to contaminate the 
city's drinking water with a 
germ cultivated in their back- 
yard,” said Peny Robinson, 
citing one of the few 


documented cases. “They 
jumped bail and ended up in 
Cuba.” The threat remains a 
real and horrific one. Many 
governments who have re- 
nounced development of biolo- 
gical weapons for offensive 
purooses cam out research 
with the aim of producing anti- 
dotes, should a virus or bacter- 
ia be unleashed on their 
population. The convention 
permits such research, pro- 
vided it is only for defensive 
purposes. 

Among those in the fore- 
front of such development is 
the British defence research 
establishment at Porton Down 
in southern England. Scientific 
experts from this and other 
government-owned defence re- 
search centres were closely in- 
volved in the current Geneva 
talks. Their expertise is useful 
in working out a strategy to 
monitor possible research 
programmes in other countries 
ana to detect teDtale signs that 
should act as an alarm bell, say 
disarmament analysts. By the 
same roken, the fact that re- 
search is continuing into the 
biological weapons sector — 
even for protective purposes — 
increases the risk of accidents ■ 
or theft by terrorists or other 
. groups interested in getting 
their bands on the material. “I 
think there is a real threat of 
terrorism action,” said Mr. 
Greene. “We should remain 
vigilant, especially to make 
sure that none of these things 
are stolen, for example, from 
defence research establish- 
ments that are trying to find 
antidotes:” 

As with chemical .weapons, 
there have been reports of 
proliferation of biological 
weapons research and develop- 
ment in the Third World in the 
past decade. With die excep- 
tion of Iraq, no cases have 



Facility devoted to developing biological weapons (WNL 
photo) 


been proved, but accusations^ 
have been rife. “Some western* 
intelligence reports suggest 
that as many as 10 countries 
may be developing them,” said 
Peny Robinson. “These are 
commonly supposed to include 
North Korea, Libya, Iraq, Iran 
and Syria.” 

Wounded by allegations that 
■ producing ■ biological weapons 
is mainly a third world special- 
ty, some developing countries 
have taken a defensive position 
in the current Geneva talks. A 
North-South polarisation 
emerged during the recent four 
rounds of negotiations, with 
less advanced nations express- 
ing fears of domination and 
interference by richer coun- 
tries. "Anytime anywhere" in- 
spections called for by some 
industrialised nations have 
been rejected as too intrusive 
by many developing countries, 
who are jealous of tbeir 
sovereignty. 

They say the measures re- 
auested by some of the weal- 
thier countries are damaging to 
their hopes of technology 
transfer. Article 3 of the con- 
vention prohibits transfer of 
bio-technology that has no jus- 
tification for peaceful pur- 
poses. In those areas where the 
borderline between civil and 
possible military use is hazy, 
the industrialised world 
favours erring on the side of 
caution. The Third World 
claims this means shutting 
them oat of the picture, 
hampering their development 
possibilities and damaging 
their exports and public health 
programmes. 

“Verification is a highly poli- 
tical subject, much resisted by 


Gulf chemical weapons 
nightmare didn’t occur — or did it? 


By Walter R. Mears 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The night- 
mare of the Gulf war was the 
threat that Iraqi missiles might 
spew chemicals on troops or 
a ties. The worst didn't hap- 
pen. But something apparently 
did. ■ 

So nearly three years later, 
the U.S. government is investi- 
gating, trying to determine the 
cause of mysterious ailments 
afflicting some Americans 
who served in the Gulf war 
zone in 1990 and 1991. 

In previous cases such as 
this, the government usually 
has been slow, sometimes 
grudging, to acknowledge that 
chemical exposure afflicted 
men long after they served. 

It was 20 years in the case or 
Vietnam. 50 years for World 
War II veterans exposed to 
mustard gas in secret U.S. 

tests. . . . 

By comparison, this admi- 
nistration is moving fast, wary 
of the kind of drawn-out con-, 
troversy that lasted until the 
government agreed to compen- 
sate veterans afflicted by expo- 
sure to Agent Orange in Viet- 
nam. Ironically, the bill todo 
that was signed early in 1991. 
with American forces deployed 


for the war against Saddam 
Hussein. 

While acknowledging three 
instances in which at least 
traces of chemical weapons 
were detected in northern 
Saudi Arabia, the Pentagon 
said that could not be the cause 
of what now is called Gulf war 
syndrome. The symptoms in- 
clude fatigue, weight loss, in- 
somnia and pain in muscles 
and joints- 

Even the source of the 
weapons gases remains a mys- 
tery; there is nothing to prove 
they came from Iraq and the 
Pentagon is checking with U.S. 
allies m the Gulf war to see if 
they know. The official Penta- 
gon history of the war had said 
fltitly that “Iraq did not use 
chemical or biological 
weapons." 

x\ Czech chemical defence 
unit detected traces of nerve 
ps at two sites on Jan. 19. 1991. and 
mustard gas at another spot on 
Jan. 24 during the air war 
against Iraq. 

U.S. officials checked and 
concurred with the findings, 
although there was no other 
data to confirm them, the Pen- 
tagon said. That was done in 
October, with Congress prod- 
ding after hearings with ailing 
veterans. 


A panel of medical experts 
recruited by the Pentagon is tO 
look into the veterans health 
problems, and a team is to go 
back to the area soon to see 
what other factors, perhaps in- 
dustrial chemicals like chlor- 
ine. and ammonia, might be 
involved. 

The Veterans Affairs De- 
partment is setting up a pilot 
programme at a medical centre 
in Birmingham, Ala., to con- 
duct neurological and other 
tests on area veterans who say 
they have ailments because of 
chemical exposure in the Gulf 
war. 

Scu. Jay Rockefeller, 
Democrat from WQliamsberg, 
Virginia, chairman of the 
Veterans Affairs Committee, 
said he will seek legislation to 
provide government care for 
ailing veterans of the Gulf war. 
He said they are entitled to. the 
presumption that their illness is 
connected to their service, at 
least “until we unravel this 
mystery.” 

Nearly 1.500 Gulf veterans 
have filed dam., --»h the com- 
mittee seeking compensation, 
for disabilities they blame on 
environmental exposure dur- 
ing the war. Fewer than 100 
.had been approved as of 
October. 


The government said earlier 
this year that some Gulf veter- 
ans were suffering from unde- 
fined ailments that couldn't be 
diagnosed,. but that there was 
no firm evidence linking them 
to service in the war. 

The topic has been debated 
in congressional hearings ever 
since, with demands that the 
eminent do more to find 
e cause, treat die ailments 
and provide information on the 
problem. 

That, too, has happened be- 
fore. Administrations were re- 
luctant, Congress insistent, 
that there be compensation for 
veterans with ailments linked 
to the Agent Orange defoliants 
sprayed on the jungles of Viet- 
nam between 1962 and 1971. 

But even now there are dis- 
tes as to which diseases can 
traced to that chemical, 
entitling victims to disability 
compensation. Five, including 
three types of cancer, are on 
the list now. 

Eventually, there will have 
to be answers like those about 
ailments linked to Gulf duty. 

It was a hundred day war, 
swift and victorious, with re- 
latively few losses in battle. 
But it seems there are other 
casualties still to be counted. 


e 



U.N. biological weapons inspectors take sain pies from fermenters at a single cell protein 
facility at A1 Hakam (WNL photo) 


some people,” said Perry 
Robinson. The issue is a thor- 
ny one. mainly, becase of the 
ambiguous nature of biological 
weapons research in itself. Un- 
like nuclear research and de- 
velopment, . germ warfare can 
be carried out in small labor- 
atories, impossible to monitor 
by satellite. It can easily be 
disguised as medical or other 
civilian biological research — 
for example, research into the 
production of vaccines. “We 
have made giant strides with 
verification, especially with 
nuclear weapons and with che- 
mical weapons, whose recent 
convention is considered a key 
model,” said Mr. Greene. 
“Verification in the case of 
biological weapons research is 
particularly bard. You need 
only a very small laboratory to 
create the bugs needed for 
developing biological 
weapons. Therefore, to have 
an effective verification system 
would mean having the right to 
intrude on all sons of research 
and development facilities. 
That raises fears of commercial 
confidentiality.” 

The developing world has an 
unlikely ally in its resistance to 
verification — the U.S. gov- 
ernment. The intrusive nature 
of the controls needed to moni- 
tor biological weapons re- 
search make it an unrealistic 
proposition, claim government 
officials, especially in the U.S., 
inch defence 


where mucr 


research 


is carried out by the private 
sector, which is highly sensitive 
to anything that might be con- 
strued as .snooping for com- 
mercial secrets. 

Opposing the U.S. line is a 
core of industrialised countries 
led by Sweden. Germany and 
Australia. They claim rapid 
advances in the field of bio- 
engineering make it imperative 
to find an effective mechanism 
for ensuring that a close watch 
is kept on the nature — and 
purpose — of new technolo- 
gies. “There is worry that 
laboratories specialising in bio- 
engineering, one of tne most 
rapidly advancing areas of re- 
search, could produce all sorts 
of bugs about which we know 
every little,” said Mr. Greene. 

One possible, and potential- 
.ly disastrous, development 
would be the design of a timing 
mechanism that could render 
the bacteria or virus harmless 
after a certain number of 
hours, says the British arms 
expert. The advantage of che- 
mical weapons over germ war- 
fare is that techniques have 
been developed to make cer- 
tain nerve gases harmless after 
as little as 30 seconds, making 
the area safe for the advancing 
troops or aggressors. A similar 
advance in Diological warfare 
technology would make it a far 
more attractive option. “Bio- 
technology has opened up a 
whole new area, which means 
that the task of verifying the 


biological weapons convention 
is even more of an uphill strug- 
gle.” said Mr. Greene. 

With so many obstacles in its* 
path, the best that the Geneva 
committee can hope to come 
up with is a general 
framework, say observer.-, a 
mechanism that would allow 
challenges but not on-demand 
inspections and that would act 
as a confidence-building mea- 
sure rather than a fail-safe 
guarantee. 

There is another major hur- 
dle to be overcome before 
negotiators can arrive at even 
this watered-down version of 
the verification system that 
some disarmament experts say 
is so desirable. Monitoring ana 
verification are almost certain 
to be done on a cost-sharing 
basis, with Third World coun- 
tries shouldering at least part 
of the considerable financial 
burden. Some poorer nations 
have already made it clear they 
are unwilling to accept such a 
deal. “I am not sure everyone 
is prepared to pay the bill,” 
said Dr. Thomas Stock, head 
of the chemical and biological 
warfare armament and dis- 
armament’ project at Stock- 
holm's International Peace Re- 
search Institute. “Many states 
have realised in the past few 
years that verification is very 
expensive to undertake. It can 
be almost or just as expensive 
as armament” — World News 
Link. 



Take a break from work at Al Mansaf 
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Economy 


Tokyo stocks plunge to 10-month low 


TOKYO (R) — Tokyo stocks 


plunged to a 10-month low 
Friday after investors dumped 


Friday after investors dumped 
stocks in despair over Japan's 
dire economic outlook, under- 
lined by a string of bad corpo- 
rate earnings. 

Pressured by a torrent of 
arbitrage unwinding, the Nik- 


kei average plummeted 2.88 
per cent, or 496.55 points, to 


per cent, or 496.55 points, to 
end at 16.726.37, the lowest 
level since Jan. 27. 

Other Asian share markets, 
however, generally shrugged 
off Tokyo’s woes. 

Tokyo’s “bearish market 
continues because there are no 
signs of .economic recovery”, 
said isap Takahashi, head of 
the equities department at 
James Capel Pacific. 

• Sentiment was further pum- 
melled by a lack of any fresh 
government initiatives to shore 
up the market, brokers said. 

Another negative factor was 
the central Bank of Japan's 


return to a neutral money 
stance Friday after Thursday's 
unexpectedly large fund injec- 
tion, which sent the key over- 
night call rate lower. That 
dashed market hopes of lower 
money market rates in the near 
future. 

But some brokets noted low- 
er interest rates alone could 
not resurrect ailing stocks at 
current levels. 

“Investors are starting to 
feel that even a discount rate 
cut of 0.5 percentage points 
will not work," said Kenichi 
Nagasu at Cosmo Securities. 

The ailing stock market also 
weighed on the yen. allowing 
the dollar to close up against 
the Japanese currency at the 
end of the Tokyo session. 
Dealers said falling Tokyo 
stock prices prompted late 
overseas dollar buying, poss- 
ibly by U.S. securities firms 
and investors. 

The dollar ended In Tokyo 


at 108.52 yen and 1.7084 marks 
against 108.23 and 1.7079 in 
late European trade. The New 
York market was closed Thurs- 
day on Thanksgiving holiday. 

“The tone of the Nikkei 
average will continue to set the 
trend for the dollar-yen." said 
a senior dealer with a major 
U.S. bank in Singapore. 

The renewed slump in the 
Tokyo stock market is hamper- 
ing recent efforts by Japanese 
banks to accelerate their return 
to profitability by writing off 


Waterhouse said. 

However, the renewed 
slocks tumble “will slow down 


■this provisions process and de- 
lay the return to profitability." 


increasingly bigger provisions 
for bad loans. 


for bad loans. 

Brian waterhouse. an 
analyst at brokerage James 
Capel here, said that banks 
had been taking a more aggres- 
sive approach to provisions in a 
bid to dean them our of the 
balance sheet faster. 

“It’s a big, positive move by 
Japanese banks in the last six 
months. There will be even 
more in the second half,” Mr. 


James FioriUo, an analyst at 
Baring Securities (Japan) Ltd., 
said. 

The energetic approach to 
the provisions has slashed first- 
half earnings. The nation's 21, 
biggest commercial banks, in- 
cluding 11 city banks, seven 
trust banks and three long- 
term credit banks, announced 
half-year profits in Tokyo 
Thursday and Friday. 

The sums of the provisions 
are sometimes spectacular as in 
the case of Sakura Bank and 
Tokai Bank, each of which 
made provisions of 175 billion 
yen ($1.7 billion) from April to 
the end of September, or Dai- 
Ichi Kangyo Bank, with provi- 
sions of 164 billion yen. 

A discreet fiscal nudge by 
the government has helped 


Japanese banks to write off 
bigger sums. However, the 
magnitude of the loans. left 
unpaid after the speculative 
stock market bubble burst and 
the 1980s real estate boom 
ended, could brake Japan's 
economic recovery and para- 
lyse banks for years to come. 

The offidal total of bad 
loans as of the end of Septem- 
ber by Japan's 21 biggest banks 
is 13.3 trillion yen. but finan- 
cial circles estimate the total 
at 30 trillion to 40 trillion yen. 
equivalent to 10 per cent of 
current lending or 20 years of 
earnings results by the 21 
banks. 

Bad loans with Japan's 11 
largest commercial banks, or 
so-called city banks, total 9.3 
trillion yen," the seven trust 
banks 2.1 trillion, and the 
three long-term credit, banks 
1.9 trillion. 


Failing interest rates and ris- 


ing stocks prices slightly offset 


the massive provisions which 
totalled about 1.5 trillion yen 
in the first half of this fiscal 
vear. In addition, banks raised 
badly needed cash by selling 
into die rising Tokyo stock 
market and by taking profits 
on bonds. 

This enabled them to main- 
tain dividends, but “but the 
write-offs could amount to 
more than two trillion yen for 
the whole fiscal year,” Mr. 
Fiorillo added. 

A fall in the Nikkei to 12,000 
points would nearly wipe out 
the value of banks' 'stock port- 
folios, according to Jardine 
Fleming Securities here. 

A renewed fall in the bourse 
threatens Japan's entire finan- 
cial system, according to David 
Snoddy, of Jardine Fleming 
Securities in Tokyo. 

He says that die authorities 
might have to step in to shore 
up the stock market as they did 
earlier this year. 


Dollar remains firm against European currencies 


This article is submitted by Naser Nabolsi, private client 
group, Merrill Lynch-Dubai 


months respectively. 

Technical view: For the week ended Nov. 19, the Qeutsche- 


Ovtnicvf 

Fundamental view: The dollar remains firm against Euro- 
pean currencies at the DM 1.70 level. We maintain our 
12-month target of DM 1.85 based on our expectation of a 
sharp drop in European interest rates next year and possible 
monetary tightening by the Fed. The yen has Weakened a bit 
against both the dollar and the DM in recent days in response 
to Japan's stock market slide. 

Further yen weakness would not be surprising in the ne$r 
term against a backdrop of robust growth in the U.S. and 
weakness in Japan. We expect upward pressure on the yen to 
reemerge next year if Japan's current account surplus remains 


mark lost 2.0 per-cent. The sentiment conflict persists as the 
benchmark medium term sentiment survey for the currency is 
oversold territory while heavy call buying last week pushed the 


10-day put/call ratio to its most overbought level in years. 
Although the currency bas made a new reaction low. short 
term momentum still remaips reasonably ■ constructive. 


However, medium term momentum is quite weak and is likely 
to put pressure on the currency in coming weeks. Indeed, 
medium term momentum has tbe potential to maintain its 
new-found weakness through into January. This latter point 


jtentia] to maintain its 


would suggest that nearby currency strength is likely to be 
relatively short lived and will be only a reaction within a 


Technical view: Last week, the U.S. dollar was strong 
against five of the six major currencies we regularly monitor. 
Only the Australian dollar was able to record a modest rally 
against tbe greenback. As a result, tbe dollar index was able to 
move through first resistance and establish a new 1993 high. 

Medium term momentum continues to be constructive. 
Although short term oscillators have also reversed to the 
upside, they have done so from something of a near 
overbought condition. This last point may prove to be 
important since medium term sentiment surveys for the dollar 
relative to both the Japanese yen and the European currencies 
are overbought. 

All of this suggests that the strength of recent days could be 
the final leg to the rally that began a bit more than two months 
ago. Nonetheless, resistance for the dollar index is now 
indicated at 97.50-98.00. From this vantage point we would 
view a break of the 92.50-93.50 range as a potentially 
important negative development. 


relatively short lived and will be only a reaction within a 
downtrend. 

There is good chart resistance for the currency at 1.65-1.66. 
An eventual decline to 1.75 and beyond remains a reasonably 
strong probability. Short term oscillators for the mark/yen 
cross have bottomed, but medium term oscillators seem to 
have peaked. This would suggest that the next short term price 
peak could set the stage for a second leg of decline with a 
possible test of the August lows below 60. For now, however. 


the pressure appears to be to the upside and the 66.50-67.00 
level remains strong resistance. A decisive rally back through 


that benchmark would do much to si 
toward important chart resistance at 7 


further strength 


Pound sterling 


Deutschemark 


Fundamental view: The dollar remains firm at the DM 1.70 
level and we expect to see further dollar strength in coming 
months. Estimates of real GDP growth in the U.S. of 4 per 
cent-to-5 per cent in the current quarter have many U.S. 
analysts looking for the Fed to boost interest rates in the first 
half of next year, if not in the first quarter. In contrast, 
German interest rates are likely to fall sharply next year in 
response to persistent weakness in the German economy. 
Higher-than-expected M3 growth of 6.8 per cent in October 
may delay the next Bundesbank rate cut until mid-January, 
but the trend is clear. 

We continue to expect German short-term interest rates to 
foil by about 200 basis points from current levels to 4.0 per 
cent by the end of next year. With our U.S. analysts expecting 
U.S. short-term rates to rise to the 3.75 per cent-to-4.0 per 
cent range over the course of next year, Germany’s short-term 
interest rate advantage should basically disappear, even as its 
labour costs remain far out of line from an international 
perspective. 


Fundamental view: The pound appreciated modestly against 
both the U.S.S and the DM following Tuesday's base rate cut,< 
to 1.49 U.S.S/: and DM/: 2.53, because the 50 basis point drop’ 
was at the lower end of market expectations. The timing of the 
cut was earlier than expected, probably reflecting concern that 
the pound might weaken going into budget day on Nov. 30, 
closing the opportunity for a rate cut then. Buildings societies 
have cut or are expected to cut mortgage rates by 25 basis 
points, providing a- modest boost to consumer incomes and 
reducing pressure for an additional rate cut. 

We expect another 50 basis point drop in the base rate in 
Marcb/April, just before tax rises actually hit consumers. We 
are forecasting a depreciation to U.S.S/: 1.41 in 12 months as 
U.S. interest rates start to rise beginning in the second quarter 
of 1994. 

We expect the pound to show relative strength versus other 
European currencies as short-term interest rates in continental 


Europe are expected to fall by a ither 200 basis points. We 
look for the pound to appreciate .o DM/: 2.60 in 12 months. 


Accordingly, there should eventually be little reason for the 
■utschemark to retain any overvaluation against its esti- 


Deutschemark to retain any overvaluation against its esti- 
mated purchasing power parity value, which we put in the 
range of DM 1.85-to-DM 1.90. We continue to look for the 
dollar to reach DM 1.80 and DM 1.85 over the next six and 12 


Also underlying the pound's expected rise against the DM are 
our above-consensus forecast of 1994 U.K. growth at 3.2 per 
cent and our beiow-consensus projection of no German 
growth in 1994. 

Technical view: The British pound lost 1.5 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar and damaged its global relative strength 
properties. However, relative to most of the other European 
currencies, relative strength remains fairly good. Both short 
and medium term sentiment is in oversold territory. Tbe 
weakness was enough to turn short term momentum back to 
tbe downside. It is now in sync with medium term momentum 
and, until this pressure is relieved, any nearby strength is likely 
to be relatively limited. 

Important long term chart support remains at 1.40-1.42 
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All tour might, and go on 
TO A HIGHER HEI6HT.' " 
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U.S.Sfc; the ability to hold near tins level in coming weeks 
could well improve the chance that a longer term bottom is 


forming. More medium term support exists near $1.46. By 
contrast, important long term resistance exists near $1.60, with 
medium term resistance in the 1.55-1.58 range. 

Recent strength versus the DM has not been confirmed by 
short term momentum. Thus, even though medium term 
momentum remains constructive, nearby weakness appears 
likely and may delay the foil impact of medium term 
improvement for a few weeks. A well-contained pullback 
would do much to support the currency's developing relative 
strength position. The cross-rate has recently been testing 
resistance at 2.50-2.53. Important support is at 2.43-2.44. 


Japanese yen 


Fundamental view: Tbe dollar bas advanced to the yen 108 
level as mounting pessimism about Japan's economy contrasts 
with perceptions of more robust growth in .the U.S. with 
numerous U.S. analysts now raising the possibility that the 
Fed will tighten monetary policy in the first quarter of next 
year, prospects for yet another easing of policy in Japan could 
suggest the possibility of further yen weakness in the near 
term. Pronounced weakness in the Japanese stock market in 
recent weeks reflects both the weak economic outlook and 
concern about government inaction. 


We have revised down our growth forecast several times in 
recent months and now look for real GDP growth of only 0.8 
per cent next year. We also expect a 0.5 per cent discount rate 
cut in the first quarter of next year to bring the discount rate to 
an historic low of 1.25 per cent. 

Historically, however,' the yen has been relatively insenstive 
to trends in interest rate differentials-. and ■ more* -closely 


dependent on current account developments. If Japan's 
domestic demand remains weak next year, import growth will 


remain sluggish and little progress will be made in reducing the 
current surplus. 

Based on our view that Japan’s current account surplus will 
fall only marginally next year to $125 billion from $137 billion 
this year, we expect upward pressure on the yen to eventually 
resurface, despite low interest rates in Japan. We look for the 
yen to move to the 100 and 95 against the dollar over the next 6 
and 12 months respectively. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 2.9 per cent a gains t 
the U.S. dollar last week. While mis was the weakest showing 
of any of the six currencies we regularly discuss, the yen’s 
relative strength characteristics have improved. Short term 
momentum oscillators have peaked, implying that the recent 
rally has come to an end. Medium term oscillators remain 
downwardly biased, but a move decisively through 106 in 
coming -weeks would appear to be enough to turn this 
important oscillator back up; it has been downwardly biased 


since early May. 

This possibility, together with a generally constructive 
sentiment background, increases the probabilities that the 
recent test of the 109 is an important reference point; we will. 


however, still use 110-112 as benchmark support. While a near 
term correction appears indicated, the next rally could well 
place all decrees of. momentum in gear to tbe upside. A rally 
through 106 could be the signal for a test of the year's high 
near 100. 0 


IE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


£AT 

HEALTH/ 

V . 


HARRIS 

5-21 


“1 took the jelly out of your doughnut 
and replaced it with steamed 
cabbage.” 


U nscramb le these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
p by Hanrt Arnold « nd Mike ArgMen 

C Why (torn you read Shahespears? 


RAUZE 




SPEHE 





TASSID 


KAJECT 


WHY MOM THREW 
HER BOOK INTO 
THE GARBAGE, 


Now arrange me circled letters 10 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: fT WAS W f 


. {Answers tomorrow} 

Saturdays PHONY KOWTOW FLUNKY 

I Answer What the pirate turned construction worker 
had to do — WALK THE PLANK 
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General strike 


Hits Belgian 
transport, industry 


BRUSSELS (R)— Police used 
water cannon to disperse strik- 
ing workers at Brussels airport 
Fnday as a one-day general 
strike against government au- 
sterity measures crippled Bel- 
gian industry and transport sys- 
tems. 

A spokeswoman for the 
national airline Sabena said 
police had moved in to break 
up pickets who had blockaded 
access roads to the airport with 
bunting tyres. . 

Passengers had to carry their 
own luggage from stranded 
cars through fog mid cold 
weather to tne airport terminal 
building. 

“There are still some de- 
monstrators outside the air- 
port. The average delay for 
flights is about 44 minutes, 
Sabena spokeswoman Pascal e 
Zoetart told Reuters. 

Across the rest of Belgium, 
international and local trains 
were at a standstill and there 
were no metro or bus services. 
International trains stopped in 
towns near Belgium and pas- 
sengers were put onto buses, 
the state railway said. 

Most schools* post offices 
and other public sector build- 
ings were nurt and many big 
industrial firms had only 
skeleton staff. 

One industrious baker in the 
northeastern town of Zolder. 
flew key staff to work by heli- 
copter, Belgian radio said. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY NOVEMBER 27, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson . Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Take care not to make unkind 
remarks to others simply because 
your mind is focussed elsewhere. 
You may be able to avoid time 
wasters as the Moon trines Nep- 
tune and Uranus by being factual 
and direct. 


where you can gain tbe informa- 


tion you desire that mil rive you 
better understanding of how to 


better understanding of how to 
get along with one you Gke who 
is difficult. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Now is a good time to 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can get into whatever prac- 
tical arrangements you can make 
that will enhance the wellbeing 
of your everyday existence so it 
lasts for sometime. 


sions vntir the view in mind of 
making them bring you better 
returns and/or pleasures. 


SCORPIO; (October 23J> 
November 21) Yon always Ihfeto 
know the whys and wherefores of 
whatever is of any interest and 
even the satisfying of yonr 
curiousity and this day to do so. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon have a unsubmissive associ- 
ate who only needs some person- 
al attention and compliments to 
become more amenable to going 
along with yonr wishes. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Yon certainly have a chance now 
to make your environment glis- 


to December 21) Think over the 
many and varied things that you 


ten and glow by getting into the 
nitty-gritty of whatever improve- 
ments you make. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Delve deeply into the 
various means and methods by 
which to round out your talents 
so they produce better, more 
satisfactory terms for you. 

LEO: tJuly 22 to August 21) A 
day to look into all phases of how 
articles, plumbing, utilities are 
operating at your residence and 
modem repairs where they are 
necessary. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Go to the various sources 


can do to please your dose 
attachment and devise ways to 
quietly put them in potion. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Let an experienced 
and purposeful friend, who has 
your interest at heart give you 
the answers you need for making 
a longing actually yours. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A day to appear in 
the outside world on your best 
behaviour and not act bizarre 
and you will improve in- power 
with excellent results to you. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think about all kinds of new 
interests that most activate you 
and then look into all the various 
benefits that can flow from them 
and you get right answers. 



THE Dally Crossword * 


Joan Scott 


ACROSS 
1 George or Artie. 
5 Burdened 
10 — Bator 
id Deli order words 
is Ow French com 

16 Boy Sp. 

1 7 Certain curtain 
. 18 Etu> 

20 Rabbis 

22 Replacement 

23 Gymnast Korbut 

25 Duty roster 

26 Lengthen 
30 Carry 

34 Monastic title 

35 Included with 

37 Gaelic 

38 Patsy 

40 — the line 
(terminus) 

42 Freshwater Hsu 

43 Cinereous 

44 B cfrl ten 

46 Small amount 

47 Nurtured 

50 Speaker's asset 
52 Sacred bull 

54 Be brave 

55 Barker * 
bailiwick 

59 Fine wool 
63 Free 
65 Mandate on 
octagonal signs 
86 A movie Moore 
6 ? The Dirty — ' 

68 Western school 
letters 

69 Clapton 

70 Upright 

71 Iranian ruler 



rl9M r nbini>UeH^.iMM« ir. 

Him RHumJ 


DOWN 

1 Recipe word . 

2 Round oance 

3 Expectant 

4 Chinese 
dumpling 

5 Golfer Daly's 
tort* 

6 Lincoln 

7 Idler antonym 
fi Pliny the — 

9 Wresiung hold 

10 Sans, overlay 

1 1 Mendacious one 


12 Looped handle 

13 Carol 

19 Comic strip Kett 
21 Pond plant 
24 Expiate 

26 Mystery writer 
award 

27 At large 

28 — Beach (WINK 
invasion sue) 

29 Completed 

31 Angry 

32 Acting award 

33 Destitute 
36 impaled 
39 Oppressive 
41 Threadlike 

structure 
4& Enn 
4fl "lltad " eg 
49 Appcn-on 
51 Against 
53 Flavor 

55 Yield 

56 USA word' 
abbr. 

57 Branches 


-birtmi|By r g Pugte Solved: 


OHnn Qonnn gpkhg 
H nnQiiuiFinnn ranon 
OHQsicinDQ nenmnn 
iinnn nnncim 
ncnGnnn 

nnnn 

Qfsunninn nnaHon 

n»i! on 

qohr nRnnrannnnn 
[UnoH nrarann nnrua 


58 Loaf 

60 Hankering 

61 Lopez meroe 


E2 Colorful 
Ctth 

6* Private eye 






•The strike call has been : 
very well followed. There are j 
some exceptions, such as in the 
banking sector, but the public 
sector has been paralysed,” 
said Diana de Kipp. a spokes- 
woman for the CSCTACV 
Christian Democratic Union, 
which called for the strike in 
- conjunction with the socialist 
FGTB/ABW union ; 

The general strike is the first 
major nationwide action called 
by both unions since 1936, 
when they fought for paid 
leave. Together the unions 
have about 2.5 million mem- 
bers. 

Almost 60 years later, tbe 
unions want the four-party 
coalition drop or dilute auster- 
ity measures, which they sat tut 
the poor hardest. j 

prime Minister Jean-Luc * 
Debaence told a news confer- 
ence his government would 
meet the two main trade un- 
ions next Tuesday to discuss 
the austerity measures. 

Tbe plan includes what 
amounts to a three-year freeze 
on wages plus higher taxes and 
big social security spending 
cuts. Mr. Debaene has said he 
was prepared to adjust some 
elements of the plan, but 
would refuse to budge on the 
wage-freeze. 

The port of Antwerp, the 
second-biggest in Europe after 
Rotterdam in the Netherlands, 
was paralysed as workers 
heeded the strike call. 
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Strong gas oil 
boosts European 
refiners’ profits 


AMSTERDAM (R) — A 

surge in demand for gas oil — 
■ used as heating oil and diesel 
fuel — is giving Europe’s refin- 
ers some of their nigbest profits since 
the Gulf war. industry sources 
have said. 

While crude oil prices have 
been depressed by worries ab- 
out future over-production, 
gas oil has been buoyed by cuts 
in Russian exports and strong 
demand in northern Europe as 
cold weatheT bites. 

“Refiners are doing really 
well, largely because of the big 
gap between gas oil and crude 
prices,” said Peter Bogin, 
analyst with Paris-based Cam- 
bridge Energy Research 

He said refiners’ margins 
have. climbed steadily since the 
summer and a barrel of North 
Sea Brent crude oil now yields 
oil products worth about -S3. 50 
a barrel more than its spot 
{nice, approaching, double its 
yield at tne start of the year. 

‘They are as good, or bet- 
ter-, now than they have been 
for two full years,” he said. 

Crude oil prices are current- 
ly around $16 a barrel, S4 
below their level a year ago, 
sind recently touched a four- 
year low of $i5.30. 

But oil product prices, parti- 
cularly gas oil prices, have 
been far more resilient. 

European .gas oil currently 
trades at well over $22 a barrel, 
around S6. 50 above Brent 
crude prices. The spread has 
averaged S4.72 barrel over the 
last two years, data from Lon- 


don's International Petroleum 
Exchange shows. 

“A spread of $4 or $5 a 
barrel would be more normal,” 
said Mark Fowler, a gas oil 
future^ . broker with Lehman 
Brothers. 

Traders say gas oil has been 
supported by several factors. 

Russian exports, until re- 
cently an important source of 
high-quality, light gas oil, have 
slumped since the summer. 

A Reuter survey last week 
showed Russian gas oil exports 
from the Baltic and Black Sea 
averaging 100,000 barrels per 
day (b/d), down from around 

200.000 b/d a year ago, in line 
with recent cuts in Russian 
refinery throughput. 

. Although continental refin- 
ers have raised gas oil output 
to meet the higher demand, 
good quality gas oil is still 
tight. 

Industry sources say gas oil 
stocks in the 12 European 
Community states fell by 
almost 100,000 b/d in October 
to 2S6 million barrels from 289 
million at the' end of 
September. 

Gas oil stocks in indepen- 
dently-owned tanks in the Am- 
sterdam-Rotterdam-Antwerp 
(ARA) region, used to supply 
traders in the European spot 
market, have also fallen. 

Peter Kulsen. a Dutch oil 
market consultant, said ARA 
gas oil stock were now around 

400.000 tonnes (three milli on 
barrels) below last year's levels 
at 1.7 to 1.75 million tonnes. 


Credits extended by banks 
in Jordan exceed JD 2,578m 


By Samir Shafiq 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Credits extended by licensed banks in Jordan 
totalled JD 2,578.3 million at the end of September, slightly 
above the previous record figure of JD 2,574.6 million posted 
at the end of June. 

Allhough the credit amount was the highest ever, it 
constituted an actual credit/deposits ratio of 436, by far lower 
than the maximum ratio of 70 allowed by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ). 

. Total deposits with licensed banks at the end of September 
were JD 4957.9 million, slightly less than the JD 4,958.1 
million record total posted at the end of August. 

According to the CBJ’s Monthly Statistical Bulletin, credits 
to general trade were the highest at JD 600.9 million, followed 
by credits to the construction sector at JD 515.6 million. 

Credits to professionals and private inidividuals came in . 
third place at JD 414.7 million, followed by credits to 
industries at JD 319.8 million. 

Municipalities and public entities received JD 237.2 million, 
the mining sector gpt JD 61.5 per cent, the transportation 
sector was lent JD 60.2 million, the agricultural sector 
benefited from.JD 59.2 million in credits, the financial 
‘institutions were given JD 55.4 million and tourism, hotels and 
restaurants came last with JD 48.3 million. 

The remaining amount (JD 205.5 million) was classified as 
“other credits although it represented nearly 10 per cent of 
total credits. 

Loans were the largest type of credits as the outstanding 
amount in this category at the end of September was JD 1,341 
million. Of this amount, JD 68.3 milli on were under liquida- 
tion. 

Loans maturing beyond one year amounted to JD 786.1 
million while those which had a 3-month maturity amounted to 
JD 182.5 million. 

Overdrafts were . the second largest category of credits as 
they amounted to JD 866.1. million. The figure is a record 
amount despite repeated CBJ demands that licensed banks 
should cut down on extending the overdraft facility. 

Discounted bills totalled JD 371.2 million, but JD 66 million 
of the amount were past due and JD 11.5 million we*? under 
liquidation. JD 115.4 million of the outstanding discounted 
bills carried a 3-month maturity while JD 48.7 milli on bad 
more than a one-year maturity. 

Most credits benefitted the private sector which received JD 
2,343 million: JD 40.2 million of the amount, however, were 


lent to non-resident private sector. 

Public entities received credits totalling JD 235.3 million. 
According to the type of credit, the public entities enjoyed 
JD 227.7 million in loans, JD 7.1 milli on in cverdrafts and JD 
0.5 million in discounted bills. 

The nob-resident private sector had JD 29.6 million in 
overdrafts, JD 10.5 million in loans and JD 0.1 million in 
discounted bills. 

Credits given to the resident private sector were: JD 1,102.8 
milli on in loans; JD 829.1 million in overdrafts and JD 370.6 
milli on in discounted bills. 

Lending rates charged by banks and financial institutions 
during September were as follows for credits maturing within 
one year: 

Interest Maximum 13.0 per cent 
Minimu m 9.0 per cent 

Commission Maximum 1.0 per cent 
Minimuni 0.5 per cent 

Lending rates for credits maturing within three years were as 
follows: 

Interest Maximum 14 per cent 
Minimum 10. 0 per cent 

Commission Maximum 1.0 per cent 
Minimum 0.75 per cent. 


Cyprus sells itself as ‘Hong 
Kong of Mediterranean’ 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Cyprus is styling itself as a “I 
Kong of the Mediterranean" by revising its trustee laws 
adopting new policies for offshore financial services, the 
island’s central bank governor said Monday. 

“Cyprus is playing a similar role to Hong Kong in serving as 
a financial centre, a reexport base, and tne site for regional 
headquarters covering the Middle East and North Africa," the 
g overn or. A.C. Afxenti ou, said. .. 

He - said that the role of Cyprus in Europe “complements 
and supports" Hong Kong by offering “favourably offshore 
financial services and taxation laws” to Hong. Kong banks, 
f und manager s and trustees. 

More than 10,000 offshore companies are registered in 
Cyprus, and much of the island's shipping registry concern 
Hong Kong-owned vessels, Mr. Afxentiou said. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MCKMG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
..CLEARANCE , TKKBS 
AND, RESERVATIONS, 


Afl)IN KAWAR & SONS 

^JEL. 604^76 aft«696^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 




Veritable Cuisine Franpaise 
live Entertainment 


685746 


Shmessani 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Real 

Estate 

Tel. NO. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 81052& 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS | 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 
FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT" 

EASTERN SER VICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 



I he Inn Place to be.. 


(Rozeha 

V-/ Restaurant 

“Open air terrace. 

* Round table for 13-18 
guests. 

“ Open 7 days a week 
Te! 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman 



At NeGrEsCoBarTn 

SELECT HOTEL 



One visit wfil makf yon 
a steady , we beficvelJl 





PEKING 

' restaurant 

AUTHENTIC CHINESE' CUISINE 
Elegant 
Colorful 
Atmosphere i, 

Moderate 
Prices . 

Shmetoni 
Tel 660250 
opendaDy 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialises 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 




t-/- 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


pikfctahJI QiaII 

‘ 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes. 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China; 
P repared bj oer 
rWnrir a* 
Open da3y for 
lunch & dinner 
Trie tnj antes 
Jabal AJ Hussein 
MHstry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 

TiT 



SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
lypfad 


| Opan3Q-330&&a)-M*imxto 

Take away is availaM* 

Sh* AMiab Sob* 

Um Utfwnaft Commensal Centre 

,® ixt lasted /MwagsLo ved. 


iantj£ 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take way te iirallsMi 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Micfaighf 

Tel. 630968 ■ 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

Also 


THE 

Tiu 

lh';l Oriasuil Fond in Town 

1/al 

U’J 

REST A URAN T & GARDEN 



Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonislan & 
Malaysian specialities 

Five branches all over the work! and now one 
In Amman. 

Live Band 

World wide programmes VIA satellite 


fjjxERESS 


Hours: 1 2 Noon 12 Midnight 
'7** days a week 

Bubinri Street 2 ml circle ..JaboJ Amman Oppraiie Fnrmrti Loaf Tel 653482 



Restaurant & Tapas 
CJ? 


wte* 


Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 



IHE 
AIM0SF9ERE 
CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nltfifly Fran til PJf to 3J0AA 
Except Sunday From WO PS to 1 JO AM 

Tuuday Clewed 

Td: 685211 Fax; 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmefcani 


!A. fystwiTorit ‘With 
Mflrtistkflmlmice 


Valentino 

"" "restaurant 

JUJU. AMMAN HOT CnCLE 
OPPOSITE THE KAOI MASSY TO. KUOS 


. /eruttr/t f 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11-30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel-559519 659520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
site 30% hrgmr 

* Free enlarge* 
meat 20 x 30 an 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


The Rnt dan Hotel bi 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every roomul 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAIfOTEL 

( |j£<jl|I= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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ANC regional leader shot dead 

Mandela warns thousands of whites may die t 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — A senior ANC official 
for South Africa’s Natal mid- 
lands region was shot dead and 
another was wounded in sepa- 
rate attacks at their homes in 
Mpumalanga on Thursday 
night, SAP A news agency re- 
potted Friday. 

The attacks came as the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) began a three-day 
meeting of its regional council 
in the southern province, the 
stronghold of the ANC's 
archrival, the Zulu-based In- 
katha Freedom Party (IFP). 

An ANC spokesman in the 
area, Blade Nzimande, said 
-Philip Ndlovu was shot 
through the heart by a lone 
killer armed with a nine mil- 
limetre pistol at about mid- 
night Thursday, SAPA re- 
ported. 

Mr. Nzimande said Mr. 
Ndlovu was the fourth top 
ANC official to be killed in the 
region over the past 18 
months. 

At about the same rime, Mr. 
Nzimande said, two gunmen 
opened fire on another ANC 
official, Noel Sibisi, as he stop- 
ped his car outside his Mpuma- 
langa home. He was shot in the 
leg, but managed to escape his 
attackers. 

SAPA quoted Mr. Nzi- 
mande as saying the attacks 
came after “propaganda” by 
the EFP that the ANCs armed 
wing, Umkontho We Sizwe 
(Spear of the Nation), was. 
planning to kill members of the 
IFP leadership. 

Tensions have been running 
high in Natal and the Kwazulu 
homeland it incorporates, with 
increasing talk of the “low- 
intensity civil war” there erupt- 
ing into a full-scale conflict as a 
result of rivalry between the 


ANC and the tFP. 

IFP leader and Kwazulu 
Chief Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, who wants strong 
guarantees of federalism for 
bis region, has threatened re- 
sistance to South Africa's new 
interim constitution, which will 
be approved at an ongoing 
special session of the parlia- 
ment in Cape Town. 

Natal and the townships east 
of Johannesburg are the worst- 
hit areas in South Africa's 
wave of political violence, 
accounting for 90 per cent of 
the deaths that occurred coun- 
trywide in October, according 
to the latest monthly report of 
the human rights commission, 
a left-leaning watchdog body. 

In the Johannesburg suburb 
of Boksburg, gunmen 
ambushed a police vehicle Fri- 
day morning, critically wound- 
ing two officers with automatic 
weapons fire and freeing 46 
prisoners being taken to court, 
police reported. 

A police spokeswoman said 
a third officer was missing. 

Witnesses told police that a 
man armed with an AK47 
assault rifle shot the locks off 
the police vehicle, before 
opening fire on the policemen. 
The gunmen and three prison- 
ers lept into the gunman's car 
and sped away, while the rest 
of the prisoners fled on foot. 

A wide-scale search netted 
18 prisoners, but the rest re- 
mained at large, police said. 

Police also came under 
attack in the East Rand 
township of Tembisa when a 
man hurled a band grenade 
into the local station house, the 
spokeswoman said.. 

No one 1 was hart in the 
attack, she said, but police 
later recovered the bodies of 
three men shot dead in the 


neighbouring townships of 
Katlehdng and Tokoza. 
Meanwhile, South African 
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U.K. sees ‘gap’ in Hong Kong talks 

BELTING (R) — Britain and China ended Friday a first day of 
what appears to be a last-ditch round of talks on Hong Kong’s 
political future with the chief British negotiator saying a “wide 
gap” still separates the two sides. “I’m afraid we can’t give you 
any news of a first stage agreement,'' Christopher Hum told 


any news of a first stage agreement,'' Christopher Hum told 
reporters after a morning of talks with Vice Foreign Minister 
Jiang Enzhu. “There is still a wide gap between the two sides.” 
Mr. Hum declined to go into specifics about what separates 
Beijing and London in their dispute over Governor Chris 
Patten s plan to expand cautiously democratic voting in Hong 
Kong's final elections before China takes control in 1997. He 
did say, however, that early hopes the two sides might have 
worked out a limited compromise to keep the overall talks on 
track had so far not been realised. “(The gap) is on issues that 
we would like to see in a first stage agreement and issues the 
Chinese side would like to see in a first stage agreement,'’ Mr. 
Hum said. 

Vietnam typhoon death toll hits 45 

HANOI (R) — Typhoon Kyle killed at least 45 people and 
another 67 are missing after it hit south-central Vietnam this 
week, officials monitoring the storm said Friday. At least 244 
people were injured by the typhoon, which lashed four coastal 
provinces Tuesday. Kyle's winds of more than 120 kilometres 
per hour (75 mpfa) also destroyed thousands of hectares 
(acres) of crops. Tens of thousands of houses were destroyed 
or damaged, officials from, the National Disaster Committee 
said. The worst storm to hit Vietnam this year, it also washed 
away hundreds of fishing boats and damaged irrigation 
systems and a dozen high-voltage electrical poles, the officials 
said. 

Helicopter, plane collide in N. Zealand 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand (AFP) — A police helicopter 
and a police light plane collided over the centre of New 
Zealand's biggest city Auckland Friday and at least four 
people were lolled. Wreckage crashed on to the busiest street 
junction near the city centre, hitting several cars. Television 
reports said several people on the ground were slightly 
injured. Police said three people died in the helicopter and one 
in the plane, which was being used to broadcast traffic reports 
during the afternoon rush hour. The plane, thought to be a 
Cessna, went into a dive after it collided with the helicopter at 
a height of about 200 metres and lost a wing. It crashed on to a 
bridge over a motorway and the helicopter came down about 
one kilometre away. 

Italian budget again under a cloud 

ROME (R) — Italy's vital 1994 budget, which nearly sparked 
a government crisis earlier this week, Friday appeared in 
trouble again after a new row between the ruling coalition and 
opposition parties. State radio said some parliamentarians of 
the once-powerful Christian Democrats (DC) had threatened ‘ 


to withdraw support for the budget, the last major hurdle 
before early general elections are called. The DC backben- 
chers' anger was sparked by opposition refusal to back a bill 
that would drastically limit investigators’ right to arrest 
suspects in corruption probes and tightly control media 
reporting of such investigations. “Let them vote on their own 
for the budget now,” one unnamed politician was quoted as 
saying by tne La Repubblica daily. The DC and the three 
other mainstream parties that have for decades formed the 
country’s ruling coalitions have been decimated by a 21- 
month-old “clean hands” graft inquiry. Opposition parties 
oppose the custody bill, saying it would stop further instances 
or political corruption coming to light. 


Hosokawa stock stays sky high 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime Minister Morihiro Hosokawa 
is basking in record public esteem as he faces the most crucial 


few weeks of his short rule, a newsppaer poll showed Friday. 
The poll, carried out by the daily Yomiuri Shimbun, showed 
support for his cabinet at 73.5 per cent, one tenth of a point up 
on last month's figure and a new high since polling began in 


Japan after World War II. Yomiuri said the rating showed the 
public backed a ministerial team that is battling m parliament 
to win approval for for-reaching electoral reforms aimed at 
eradicating Japan's widespread political corruption. Mr. 
Hosokawa. elected on a pledge to dean up dirty politics, saw 
the bills dear an important hurdle last week when they won 

5 : in the lower house, which itself stands to be 
rmed by the reforms. The prime minister is battling 
against time, however, to win approval in the upper house by 
pec. 15, the day parliament is due to rise for its year-end 


break. 



neo-Nazi leader Eugene Terre 
Blanche has urged his suppor- 
ters to steal guns and arm their 
women. Nelson Mandela pre- 
dicted thousands of innocent 
whites would be lolled if the 
white right sparked a civil war. 

“Arm your women. Steal 
guns if you must. We will make 
your women soldiers in the 
name of God and for the free- 
dom of oar fatherland,” Terre 
Blanche, leader of the Afri- 
kaner Resistance Movement 
(AWB1, told supporters in 
Port Elizabeth Thursday night. 

Law and Order Ministry 
spokesman Craig Kotze tola 
Reuters Friday police were in- 
vestigating whether Terre 
Blanche's comments could be 
construed as criminal incite- 
ment. 

“We are opening a docket 
relating to alleged incitement 
to co mmi t a crime,” Mr. Kotze 
said. 

He said it was deplorable 
that at a time when most South 
Africans were trying to move 
towards peace, others were 
trying to upset the democratic 
process." 

In his speech, Mr. Terre 
Blanche predicted the African 
National Congress would win 
70 to 80 per cent of the vote in 
the April 27 election. He said 
this would result in war. 

“Nelson Mandela has mock- 
ed the right-wingers, saying we 
(could) cause more damage in 
a short time than the ANC 
caused over many years. He is 
right. We are going to cause 
-such damage,” he said. 

Mr. Mandela, leader of the 
ANC, warned the nation 
Thursday thousands of whites 
could die if right-wingers car- 


ried out their threat of civil 
war. 

Speaking at an ANC gather- 


Yeltsin makes pre-election 
threat on TV campaign 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin Friday 
warned groups campaigning 
for next month’s parliamentary 
elections that he would haft 
their free television broadcasts 
if they used them ,to attack his 
project for a new constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. Yeltsin was talking at 
the start of a meeting with 
leaders of electoral blocs in the 
Kremlin. He said he would 
fight to press through the con- 
stitution, which will he pat to a 
national referendum simul- 
taneously with the elections on 
Dec. 12. 

“I warn you that your free 
television tune will be taken 
away if you deviate from the 
theme,” he said. 

“Your theme is your prog- 
ramme... I ask you not to 
touch upon the constitution.” 

Yeltsin's press aide Vyaches- 
lav Kostikov had said Thurs- 
day that groups Using the half- 
hour broadcasts to attack Mr. 
Yeltsin over the constitutional 
draft and the crushing of a 
radical uprising with armed 
force on Oct. 4 would be ban- 
ned from the air. 

The centrist Civic Union, as 
well as the Communist Party 
mid nationalists, have attacked 
Mr. Yeltsin in theii broadcasts 
over his action against the old 
parliament. 

The free broadcasts are 
allotted to all 13 registered 
electoral groupings. They are 
also allowed to pay for extra 
air time in the evenings. 

Meanwhile, an aide to Presi- 
dent Yeltsin warned that Rus- 
sia could disintegrate unless 


voters approved a new draft 
constitution giving more power 
to the central government. 

First Deputy Prime Minister 
Vladimir Shumeiko told fac- 

S workers in the isolated 
c enclave of -Kaliningrad, 
1,200 kilometres (750 miles) 
west of Moscow Thursday that 
they should vote yes to the 
draft in a referendum. 

“If regional leaders go on 
declaring their own republics, 
Russia could break up for 
ever,” he told about 300 work- 
ers in a railway carriage plant 
near the city’s port on the 
Baltic Sea. 

“But this can be avoided by 
adopting the new constitution 
where all the regions have 
equal rights and are on equal 
terms in relatioa to federal 
authorities. 

Mr. Shumeixo's visit was the 
latest in a series of trips to the 
provinces by government 
ministers tq try to persuade the 
electorate to approve the con- 
stitution on Dec. 12, the same 
day as elections to a new bi- 
cameral parliament. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s constitutional 
draft was amended, after a 
failed revolt led by his oppo- 
nents in the new dissolved par- 
liament, to curt) moves by re- 
gional leaders to grab more 
economic autonomy from 
Moscow. 

The Russian government’s 
economic record came under 
blistering attack Thursday 
from rival pro-market and cen- 
trist parties urging more social 
spending and support for in- 
dustry. 


mg at Randfontein, southwest 
ofJohannesburg, Mr. Mandela 
said innocent whites could lose 

their lives, changing the 
momentum of violence in the 
country. 

“If the AWB, the CP and 
the AVF start civil war in the 
country, thousands of whites 
could die,” he told about 5,000 
supporters, referring to Terre 
Blanche’s group, the pro-apar- 
theid Conservative Party and 
the white separatist Afrikaner 
People’s Front. 

Mr. Mandela said he be- 
lieved right-wingers were 
already preparing for violence. 
“They are stocking arms to 
carry on the carnage in the 
country,” he said. 

But he said the ANC was 
still ready to talk to white 
rightists to try to prevent 
bloodshed. He appealed to 
angry black youths to stop us- 
ing language which incited 
whites to oppose change. 

The AVF, which is holding 
bilateral talks with the ANC on 
“matters of national interest", 
is grouped with other black 
ana white conservatives in the 
Freedom Alliance, whose 
members quit multi-party 
democracy talks in July. 

The ANC and the ruling 
National Party government are 
trying to accommodate the de- 
mands for virtual autonomy of 
the white right without com- 
promising the interim constitu- 
tion, which allows for limited 
federal rule in nine regions. 

Mr. Mandela told a people’s 
forum Thursday that there was 
no question of a pure “volk- 
staat (white homeland) in the 
new South Africa. 






African National Congress President Nelson 
Mandela greets supporters behind the fence in a 


minin g town of Randfontein, west of Johannes- 
burg, Sooth Africa (AFP photo) 


Sarajevo convoy postponed — U.N. doga|£t 


SARAJEVO (R) — A locally- 
organised attempt to evacuate 
more than 1.000 Muslims, 
Serbs and Croats from the be- 
leaguered Bosnian capital Fri- 
• day has been postponed, a 
spokesman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
said. 

Peter Kessler told Reuters: 
“It appears that the evacuation 
got hung up on the issue of an 
HVO (Croat forces) comman- 
der detained in Sarajevo when 
his unit was disbanded some 
weeks ago." _ 

“The evacuation is post- 
poned, at least for today,' 1 Mr. 
Kessler said. 

The buses carrying the old, 
the very young, the sick and 
war-wounded were' to pass 
through Bosnian Serb and Bos- 
nian Croat-held territory on 
their way to the Adriatic coasL 

Mainly-Muslim Bosnian 
army units cracked down on 
the HVO unit defending 
Sarajevo and detained five of 
its commanders claiming a 
crackdown on organised crane 
and smuggling in the armed 
forces. 

Bosnian Muslim authorities 
have refused men or women of 
fighting age, eligible for milit- 
ary duty, to leave the dty. 

Bosnian radio advised the 
evacuees to bring 30 German 
marks ($18) to cover “addi- 
tional costs of transportation”. 
The trip was originally planned 


to cost a 100 German marks 
($60). 

The evacuation will be 
escorted by the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force for part of the way, 
organises said. 

Bosnian Serbs uncon- 
ditionally agreed to allow the 
buses through, the radio said. 

More than 500 Serbs were 
evacuated earlier this month to 
Serbia, but the evacuation of 
mainly Muslims and Croats to 
Croatia was delayed due to the 
fighting in central Bosnia. 

The evacuation was to coin- 
cide with the opening of the 
main aid corridor in central 
Bosnia dosed last month fol- 
lowing die killing of a Danish 
driver in a Muslim-Croat 
shootout. 

It also comes as relations 
between M uslims and Serbs 
appeared to be thawing. 

The Serbs agreed to supply 
wood and coal to Sarajevo to 
help residents stave oft the 
bitter winter and a direct tele- 
phone line between Bosnian 
Serb and Muslim leaders 
Radovan Karadzic and Alija 
Izelbegovic was due to be set 
ujJ 'Friday to deal with 
emergencies, the Yugoslav 
News Agency, Tanjug, re- 
ported. 

But the UNHCR slammed 
the Bosnian Serbs Friday for 
stopping a convoy with shoes, 
mattresses and blankets for 
Srebrenica, and not allowing 


convoys to use an alternative 
route to Gorazde avoiding 
roads the Serbs said were 
blocked by snow. 

“It seems to us they are 
doing everything possible to 
delay aid from reaching de- 
sperate people there,” 
UNHCR’s LyndaU Sachs told 
Reuters in Belgrade. 

“1 do not know what game 
they are playing at, but it is 
unacceptable. We have peo- 
ple's live at state there and 
responsibility for saving their 
lives does not lie with us, but 
on people blocking the con- 
voys.” 

Hie United Nations man- 
aged to deliver nearly 1,000 
tonnes of relief supplies to 
towns across Bosnia since the 
aid route reopened Wednesday 
but warned much more was 
needed to help almost three 
million people survive the 
harsh B alkan winter. 

Mediators Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg have cal- 
led a meeting in Geneva Mon- 
day in a bid to persuade Bos- 
nian leaders to resume peace 
talks, broken oft in September 
when the Muslims said the 
partition would not give them 
enough land. 

Bosnian Serb parliament 
speaker Momcilo. Krajisnik 
warned it would be very diffi- 
cult to discuss new territorial 
concessions. 


Church hits back after Bulger trial 


LONDON (R) — Britain's top 
churchmen hit back Friday at 
claims in the aftermath of the 
chilling James Bulger child 
murder trial that they were 
failing to give a clear lead on 
morauty. 

With the nation still haunted 
by the savage death of two- 
year-old Bulger at the bands of 
two 10-year-old boys, a junior 
minister accused the church of 
remaining “strangely silent” 
on the importance of teaching 
children the difference be- 
tween right and wrong. 

Police, newspapers and 
psychiatrists were divided over 
whether the senseless killing of 
Bulger in the northern city of 
Liverpool last February was a 
symptom of a moral* vacuum in 
British society or a unique 
crime that could never be fully 
explained. 

Junior Interior Minister 
David MacLean incurred the 
wrath of church leaders when 
he said it had “largely been left 
to politicians and commenta- 
tors in the press to argue about 
the importance of teaching 


children the difference be- 
tween right and wrong." 

The office of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Britain’s senior 
Anglican prelate, demanded 
clarification of the remarks. 

- Archbishop of York John 
Habgood, the second highest- 
ranking cleric in the Church of 
England, said Friday Mr. Mac- 
Lean had “not done his home- 
work." 

Arch. Habgood said "silly 
rows” between the church and 
politicians “simply exacerbates 
a situation in which we are all 
feeling for a way to try to raise 
the moral tone of our 
country." 

He told BBC Radio that 
much of the church’s teaching 
in schools and from the pulpit 
went . nnrepoTted. Boti he said 
that moral teacLlng was pro- 
ving difficult in a complex and 
individualistic society. 

Trial Judge Michael Mor- 
land said that exposure to vio- 
lent video films may have 
played a part in the crime after 
hearing that the father of Jon 
Venables had rented a horror 


video called Child's Play 3. 

Bulger was snatched from 
his mother, doused in paint, 
battered with bricks and a met- 
al bar and left to be sliced in 
two on a railway line m an 
ordeal resembling scenes from 
the film, although police play- 
ed down its role and Venables' 
father insisted his son never 
saw it. 

Venables and schoolfrieod 
Robert Thompson are now 
under lock and key at separate 
juvenile “secure units” for the 
equivalent of a life jail sent- 
ence. 

The British government 
came under pressure Thursday 
to ban video horror movies as 
the stunned nation struggled to 
understand why two school- 
boys brutally murdered the 
two-year-old toddler. 

While politicians, police and 
psychiatrists searched for clues 
to the savage death of Bulger, 
his grief-stricken family swore 
revenge if his 11 -year-old kil- 
lers are ever freed. 


Republics denounce Russian pledge to defend ethnic kin 


KIEV (Agencies) — Former 
Soviet republics have joined in 
denouncing Moscow's aggres- 
sive pledge to defend ethnic 
Russians outside the confines 
of post-Soviet Russia. 

Top officials from Estonia 
on the Baltic Sea to Georgia in 
the Transcaucusus and Uzbe- 
kistan in Central Asia said 
Russian in their affairs vowed 
to counter it. 

Some leaders, like Kazakh- 
stan's normally pro-Russian 

E resident, Nursultan Nazar- 
ayev, went further, likening it 
to Hitler's early expansion into 
Czechoslovakia. 

“Georgia is capable of 
guaranteeing the rights of Rus- 
sians and anyone else," Geor- 
gian Foreign Minister Alexan- 
der Chikvaidze told Reuters by 
telephone from Tbilisi. 

“No ethnic minority needs 
■protection from outside. Rus- 
sians in Georgia have every 


part of politicking for next 
month's Russian parliamentary 
elections. 

. “When someone talks about 
tiie protection of Russians not 
in Russia but in Kazakhstan, 1 
recall the times of Hitler, who 
starred with protecting the 
r Sudeten Germans," he said. 

News reports said Uzbek 
President Islam Karimov 
reacted angrily when Mr. 
Kozyrev raised die issue of the • 
rights of ethnic Russians dur- 
ing a visit to the country last 
week. 

In Estonia, where more than 
10,000 Russians are still sta- 
tioned-, Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial Toivo Klaar said his coun- 
. try would accept no interfer- 
ence in domestic politics. 

“We remember that Russia 
headed the Soviet empire and 
see a big threat of that empire 
being restored," he said. 

In neighbouring Latvia, a 


right they need as do all minor- spokeswoman for President 
. Guntis’ Ulmanis said tough 

Mr. Kozyrev had said that Russian statements were a plov 


Moscow would “protect the 
Russian population and Rus- 
sia's interests in a tough man- 
ner. wherever ft is needed and 
whoever is concerned, even if 
it be our friends.” 

Mr. Nazarbayev, quoted by 
Interfax news agency, said any 
suggestion of action to defend 
20 million Russians outside 
their nominal homeland was 


iMjeasan statements were a piov 
to delay the departure of Rus- 
sian troops from the republic. 

“This is an attempt to apply 
pressure, but it is hardly fair as 
Russian troops are stili here.” 
said Anta Busha. “It is akin to 
playing soccer with one set of 
goalposts.” 

In Moldova.- which faces a 
rebellion from Russian-speak- 
ing separatists in the Dnestr 


region^ a politician also drew 
parallels with Hitler and said 
Moldova alone was responsible 
for dealing with the sole prob- 
lem for minorities — la ng uage 
rights. 

“Defending the rights of 
Moldova's citizens regardless 
of their natinality is Moldova's 
exclusive right." said Alexan- 
dra Arseni, chairman of parlia- 
ment's Human Rights Com- 
mission. 

“Any attempt to defend 
them from outside is interfer- 
ence and aggression. This is a 
violation of international law.” 

Even officials in Belarus, the 
most pro-Russian of any of the 
former Soviet republics, 
blasted Mr. Kozyrev's com- 
ments. 

“No one here need be de- 
fended by Russia. Everyone in 
Belarus has foil civil rights 
regardless of nationality." said 
Valery Tsipkalo. foreign policy 
adviser to Belarussian leader 
Stanislav Shushkevich. 

In Ukraine, home to 11 mil- 
lion Russians, the largest com- 
munity outside the Russian 
Federation, officials dismissed 
Mr. Kosyrev’s statement, 
saying ethnic Russians there 
had even more civil rights than 
native Ukrainians. 

“After years of Russifica- 
tion. there are plenty of Rus- 
sian theatres, schools and 
other institutions in Ukraine.” 


said Natalya Zarudna. a Fore- 
ign Ministry official. 

“How does Russia intend to 
defend Russians outside its 
territory? How would Moscow 
react if Ukraine said it would 
defend five million Ukrainians ' 
in Russia?" 

Meanwhile. Latvia’s parlia- 
ment has passed a strict new 
citizenship law that puts sharp 
curbs on the ability of the large 
number of Russians in the Bal- 
tic state to get a Latvian pass- 
port. the Baltfax News Agency 
said Friday. 

Lawmakers adopted a first 
reading of the bill, put forth by 
the centre-right government, 
in a 53 to 28 vote with six 
abstentions, in a session that 
lasted late into the night 
Thursday. 

Ethnic Russians in the for- 
mer Soviet state represent 30 
per cent of the 2.5 million 
residents. 

To be eligible for Latvian 
citizenship now, a person must 
have lived at least 10 vears in 
Latvia, know the Latvian lan- 
guage, have a legal means of 
support, understand the basics 
of the Latvian constitution and 
be able to recite the countrv’s 
pledge of allegiance. 

The new law also planned 
tor setting "naturalisation 
quotas." which will be re- 
viewed by the government and 


tiie parliament each year tak- 
ing into account the country's 
demographic and economic 
situation, Baltfax said. 

People who have lived legal- 
ly in Latvia since before 1940 
— the year when Latvia and its 
Baltic neighbours Lithuania 
and Estonia were annexed by 
the Soviet Union — and then- 
descendants can be naturalised 
"outside the quotas.” The 
same goes for tne spouses of 
Latvians, provided they have 
been married for at least five 
years. 

None of these possibilities 
however exist for former offic- 
ers in the Soviet army who in 
no case can obtain Latvian 
citizenship, the agency said. 

The new law will be sent for 
examination to the parliament 
of Jhe European Community 
ana the Council of Europe" 
which have both demanded 
such a review as a condition for 
considering Latvian mem- 
bership. 

Deputies from the ruling 
party Latvian Way and the 
centre-n®ht Peasants Party de- 
fended the bill as "moderate." 
as compared with demands by 
Uitvia s vocal radical national- 
ist parties who were pishing to 
reestablish pre-Worfd War II 
ethnic distribution when 75 per 
cent of the country's popula- 
tion were ethnic Latvians. 


Dog which, 
outwitted army’s 
best kitted 

CHRISTCHURCH. New Zea- 
land (AFP) — Farm workers 
Friday killed a huge killer dog 
which took on legendary status 
.after it killed hundreds of 
sheep, outwitted a helicopter 
guns nip and defeated the 
array’s best snipers for three 
years. Nicknamed Hercules, 
one eyewitness described the 
Rhodesian ridge back-bull mas- 
tiff cross as wing as big . as a 
pony and with paws the size of 
dinner plates. The .once- 
domesticated dog roamed the 
Whiterock area north of here 
for more than two years, living 
through oner of tne harshest 
winters this century and surviv- 
ing by eating sheep. Farm 
worker James Tfockwoith said 
Friday he saw the dog twice in 
the past two weeks. He and his 
boss, Royce Thomsons, de- 
cided to lay poison for it and it 
was while driving up a track to 
set the poison that they saw the 
dog again. Duckworth hurraed 
out o t his truck and find two. 
shots. One wounded (he doe, 
the other killed it. Dttck- - 
worth's former neighbour, 
Claire Mason, said the dog had 
killed many hundreds of their 
sheep and cost them 50,000 to 
70,000 NZ dollars f$27 T 30fcto 
$38,290). “I am delighted and 
overjoyed at the news,” Ms. 
Mason said. “I only bqpt the 
collar and tag will Drove it was " 
the same cfog.” Ms. Mason 
said. 

Eureka where’s 
my apoplexy cap? 

BELTING (R) — A Cttrese 
scientist who invented: an 
“apoplexy cap” was one of 
three doctors who won medals 
at the Eureka Fair of foveo- 
tions held in Belgium, the offi- 
cial Xinhua News Agewy said 
Friday. The other prism went 
to a combined herbal medicine 
and acupuncture thorny hhd a 
medicine called “carer of brrin 
and heart” the agency SftkL It 
did not explain how any of tiie 
prize-winning inventions work. 
China 's doctors of tra&tfooal 
medicine are makfog “great 
efforts to publicise their break- 
throughs to the rest of the 
world, although madfy Western 
I practitioners remain dubious. 

Woman’s place is > 
at home, S. Korean 
men say ■ J T7”' 

SEOUL (R) — A woman’s 
place is still in the home — at 
least that's what a survey found 
a majority of South Korean, 
men m their 20s and 30s be- 
lieve. The poll, by a women's 
magazine, showed 54.4 per 
cent of the men surveyed said a 
woman's place was at home 
with the children. Only 15.2 
per cent said women sh ould be 
free to take a job, the domestic 
Yonhap iNews Agency; reported 
Tuesday. Thfe rest wavered 
somewhere in between.- But 
there are signs of slight change 
in this country where a genera- 
tion ago it would have been 
unthinkable for a man .to enter 
the kitchen. Some 43 per cent 
of the 500 men polled raid they 
approved of sharing household 
chores while 23.8 percent raid 
on no account would they roll 
up their sleeves and pitch m. A 
total of 60.8 per cent said they 
would be perfectly happy to 
look after the children after 
work while 12.2 per cent said it 
was "not their duty to do so.” : 
Among those men whose wives 
worked, altogether 51.5 per 
cent said they shared the 
housework while 63.1 per cent 
said they helped take care of 
the kids. 

Pretty bubble 
in the air 
turns nasty . 


rade went a little wild, injuring 
[wo people. Sonic the hedge- 
hog, one of four new balloons, 
was caught by a gust of wind 
only a block from the parade's 
smrting point at Columbus Cir- 
cle. “The hedgehog was swept 
up by the wind, struck a street- 
lamp, knocking the lighting fix- 
ture to the ground where two 
people, ' an off-duty police 
officer and a 10-year-old child, 
were injured,” said police de- 
partment spokesowman 
Sergeant Tina Mohrmann. 

Ramos just a 
friend — ex-model 

MANILA (R) — A former 
fashion model said she and . 
Philippine President Fide! 
Ramos were nothing but 
mends and reports she had' 
been his mistress were de- 
agned to destroy him political- 
ly. Rose' Marie “Baby" Are* • 
nas, a Manila socialite; saidshc' 
was considering entering poli- 
tics and was prepared fo de- 
bate her past with anyone. “I 
thrnk it’s politically motivated. 

I think they wan t to destroy the 
leadership of that someobdy 
who has been doing, so much 
for the country," she said. “As 
as I am concerned, those 
tbmgs that they - wrote atom 
me are between me, the person 
and God.” 
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NEWS IN B11EF 


Morceli honoured 

Morocco's 1,500m world cham- 
pion Noureddine Morceli has ben elected Athlete of the Year 
by American magazine Track and Field News. Morceli had a 
Super b season in 1993 when he set a new mile world record of 
i Was unbeaten indoors and out over 
1,500m. He also set the second fastest 1,500m of aU time in 
winmng the world ntle in 3:29.20 Stuttgart, Germany. Michael 
Johnson, who won the world 400m and 400m relay titles, was 
elected Best American Athlete. 

Cuban sets world weightlifting record 

PONCE, Puerto Rico (AP) — Pablo Lara broke the world 
record Thursday in the 76 kilo (167-pound weightlifting 
division,, the second Cuban lifter to set a world mark in three 
da jrs dunng a regional championship heie. ‘Tm very emotion- 
al, Lara,. 25, a silver medalist at the 1992 Olympics in 
Barcelona, told reporters minutes after lifting 205 kilos (451 
pounds). His first clean and jerk of 203 kilos (447 pounds) put 
him past the 202.5 kilo (446-pound) mark set in Melbourne, 
Australia on Nov. 10 by Altymurad Orazdurdiev of the former 
Soviet Republic of Turkmensitan. Lara bettered his new 
record on his second try, and also gained gold medals for his 
snatch class lift of 160 kilos (352 pounds) and for his total lift, 
^65 kilos (803 pounds). Lara was the second Cuban weigh tlif- 
ter to set a world mark at the Central American and Caribbean 
Games. On Tuesday, William Vargas lifted a record 123 kilos 
(270.6 pounds) in the 54-kilogramme (119-pound) snatch class 
en route to winmnc three mild merfak Varoac also broke a 


record set in Melbourne, passing the 122.5 kilogramme 
(270-pound) mark set by both Hang Bin of China and Halil 
Multu of Turkey. 

Butcher sacked again 

SUNDERLAND, England (AFP) — Former England captain 
Terry Butcher was sacked tor the second time m two years 
here Friday when he was dismissed as manager of first division 


start here Wednesday. The “Woodies" beat their challengers 
in the 1993 Wimbledon final but Connell believes Johannes- 
burg's high altitude and the slow indoor court at Ellis Park 
Stadium will even things up this time. Connel and Galbraith 
head the world's eight top doubles combinations in the $1.2 
million tournament. “It should be a really well balanced 
match,’’ Connell said, adding that the Woodies bad played a 
“near perfect” match in the Wimbledon final. 

Gilmour leads in Auckland Regatta 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand (R) — Australian America’s 
Cup skipper Peter Gilmour took thel lead Friday at the end of 
the second day of SteinJager Logan Match Racing Regafta on 
Auckland Harbour. Gilmonr had an unbroken run of nine 
wins in nine races to overtake Thursday's leader, Russell 
Courts of New Zealand, the current world champion. Gilmour 
had started the day in equal third place after only scoring four 
wins from seven races on day one. Gilmour and coults — who 
has 12 wins — are now assured of semifinal places with two 
rounds still to go. Ed Baird of the United States, Dutch 
skipper Roy Hetner and Chris Law of England share third 
placek with 10 wins each. The day was not without drama 
despite light winds, with one of Law's crew falling overboard 
and being dragged alongside the boat. John Cutler, who 
represents the Japanese Nippon America’s Cup Challenge, 
was thrown out of a race for ramming Baird when he could 
have avoided a collision. 

Swimmer, boxer become athletes of 1993 

BADEN-BADEN, Germany (AP) — Swimmer Franziska 
Van Almsick and boxer Henry Maske were voted Germany's 
Athletes of the Year Thursday, the first time stars from former 
east Germany swept the annua] honours. Maske, who cap- 
tured the International Boxing Federation lightheavyweignt 
title in March, became the first boxer and the first male athlete 
from former east Germany to receive the distinction. The 
29-year-old fighter is a former Olympic and amateur world 




with his assistant Ian Atkins. Then Bob Murray, who sacked 
Butcher, added to the confusion at Roker Park by announcing 
his resignation as chairman, although he will remain on the 
board. Butcher and Atkins paid the penalty for the Roker 
Club's run of six successive defeats, which ha: 


are picked by a panel of sports writers. The men's national 
that surprisingly clinched the European title 


basketball team 
was voted Team of the Yeai\ 



has left them only Turkey to bid for 2004 games 


year contract last February. ‘Tm gratef 
giving me the chance. It's a pity it hasn't worked out and l feel 
sorry for Ian, who has a lot to offer football. Football has been 
good to me, but I,’ve had a lot of disappointment over the last 
three years." 

China names strong swimming squad 

BEIJING (R) — China, whose women swimmers have shown 
world-beating form this year, have named a strong squad for 
next week’s world short-course championships in Palma. The 
13-strong women’s team includes Dai Guohong, who set the 
year's fastest long-course times in three events — 100 and 200 
metres breaststroke and 400 metres individual medley — at 
September’s Chinese National Games in Beijing. Huang 

eouJ 


Xiaomin, 200 breaststroke silver medallist at the 1988 Seoi 



capital's 25-metre pool. Other leading C 
mers include freestylers Le Jlnyi and Ln Bin, backstroker He 
Cihong and butterflyers Qu Yun and Uu Limin, who set the 
two fastest 200 metres butterfly long-course times in the world 
this year at the national games. 

Kankkunen ends season in style 

BIRMINGHAM, England (AFP) — World champion Juba 
Kankkunen rounded off a superb season here with his third 
victory in the RAC Rally. Although he had already assured 
himself of a record fourth world title, die 34-year-old Finn 
refused to ease up in the final leg of the championship, driving 
his Toyota Celica to its fifth win of the year. Kankkunen 
charged home one minute 44 seconds clear of Sweden's 
Kenneth Eriksson in a Mitsubishi Lancer, while Britain's 
Malcolm Wilson was third in a Ford Escort Coswortb, three 
minutes 19 seconds further adrift. The Finn commented: “This 
was the hardest and toughest rally I’ve competed in all year. 
But I’m very happy that I did.it, especially after winning the 
world title. “This was the best ending I could have had to the 
season and it’s a big motivation to cany on and do as good 
next year." 

Woodies face N. American challenge 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Australia’s Todd Woodbridge 
and Mark Woodforde face a tough challenge from Canadian 
Grant Connell and American Pat Galbraith when they attempt 


ANKARA (R) — Istanbul, which lost a bid to host the 2000 
Olympic Games, will try again for the year 2004, State 
Minister Sukru Erdem said Wednesday. “All international 
competitions to take place in Istanbul will be opportunities to 
show the world that this city deserves the games." be was 
quoted as saying by the Anatolian News Agency. Istanbul ran 
against Sydney, Beijing, Manchester and Berlin in the 
competition to host the 2000 games. But it polled only seven 
votes when the derision to award the games to Sydney was 
made in September. Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said at the 
time that Turkey had learnt from the experience of the 
campaign. 

Indurain to lead Spanish ‘superteam’ 

MADRID (AFP) — Miguel Indurain is to lead a new Spanish 
“superteam" formed by the takeover of the Amaya outfit by 
his own Banesto team. Banesto official Luis Lazaro said the 
new team would start the 1994 season and be led by Jose 
Miguel Etchavarri. the Banesto leader. Eighteen riders mil 
come from Induram’s' team and Amaya "will provide seven, 
including ' former Tour of Spain winner Melchior Mauri. 
Indurain will have Mauri, former Tour De France winner 
Pedro Delgado and Frenchman Jean-Francois Bernard as his 
deputies in one of the strongest teams on the professional 
circuit. Spanish press reports have said the new Banesto 
challenge will have an annual budget of one billion pesetas 
($7.3 million). 

Jahangir delays retirement 

KARACHI (R) — Defeated World Open finalist Jahangir Khan 
has delayed his retirement plans o order to play in next month's 
super series finals in Zurich. The 29-year-old Pakistani said Friday 
he had derided to take part because it was an invitation 
tournament. “This does not affect my derision to retire, I shall 
not play in another open event on the circuit," Jahangir said. The 
six-times former world champion has played in only three 
tournaments this year but still scored sufficient points to qualify 
for the eight-man super series. It will give the veteran player an 
opportunity to display his talents in Europe for a last time and will 
be boost for die tournament following the withdrawal of injured 
world number two Chris Dittmar of Australia. The other players 
who will play in Zurich are Jahangir’s compatriot Jansher Khan, 
Australia’s Rodeny Martin, Brett Martin and Rodney Eyles, New 
Zealander Ross Norman and Peter Marshall and Philip Whitlock 
of England. Finland's Sami Elopuro will replace Rodney Martin if 
he fails to recover from a hip injury sustained in the World Open. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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HANNAH HIRSCH 
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Both vulnrrahfe. South deals. 
NORTH 
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WEST 

* Q 10 8 5 
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EAST 
* A 7 6 3 
K 

K 10 8 3 
+ 9654 
SOUTH 

* K J i 

. Q 10 7 6 4 3 

. J6 

♦ A Q J 
The bidding: 

South ■ West North East 

1 ‘ Pus 3 Pahs 

2 Pam 3 ! Pass 

4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five «>f * 

Mutt defenders have a reluctance 
In part with their awrls. They cling 
tu their high raids, occasionally 
with diuHtmu* cflUttequrncra. Fol- 
low itw play to the first few tricks nn 
this dew 1mm a rubber bridge game. 

The auction is typical of methods 
preferred hv robber bridge players. 
North invited game in hearts bv 


THE KING IS DEAD 

first making a two-over-one re- 
sponse and then raising opener's 
suit. South's sixth heart was just 
enough for acceptance. 

West led a low spade, taken by 
East’s ace. Declarer won the spade 
return, cashed three rounds of clubs, 
discarding dummy's last spade, then 
exited with a trump. In with the 
king. East was left with a choice of 
losing options. A black-suit return 
wnuld allow declarer to discard a 
diamond from hand while ruffing on 
the table: a diamond return would 
be into dummy's tenaee. Either way 
declarer would lose only two trump 
tricks and a spade. 

The defense might have been eas- 
ier had East’s trump been the ace 
rather than the king. Since declarer 
was unlikely to be getting two spade 
discards from dummy! there was no 
huny about continuing a spade at 
trick" two. Instead, East should have 
unblocked the king of hearts. With 
that card out ofthe way. there would 
have been no endplay and declarer 
would have had to rely on the dia- 
mond finesse for the contract. Down 
uue. ft"d a clear triumph for defen- 
sive foresight. 


TWO FLATS FOR RENT 

-Unfurnished flat in a modem building, first floor, 
consisting of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 2 
bathrooms and utilities, with central heating. 

- Furnished flat with deluxe furniture, first floor of a new 
building, consisting of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, 2 bathrooms, and utilities, with central heating. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Please call after 2 p.m. tel. 812324 


WANTED 

A leading Jordanian company is seeking to 
employ an executive secretary capable of 
conducting aii office duties including typing, filing, 
office organisation. Should be fast in typing, 
capable to independently handle business cor- 
respondence with international companies and 
fluent in English (spoken & written) with minimum 
of 3 years experience. 

Qualified applicants are invited to write in 
confidence to P.O. Box 7109, 
Amman-Jordan. 


Wachter scores 2nd World 
Cup Alpine- skiing win 


SANTA CATERINA VALr 
FURVA, Italy (R) — World 
Cap holder Anita Wachter 
made it two wins out of two 
events this season wben die 
cruised to victoiy in a giant 
slalom Friday. 

The lightweight Wachter, 
affectionately dubbed t he “flea 
from Montafon," clocked a 
combined time of two minutes 
17.31 seconds on the artificial 
snow of the Cevedale Piste for 
a winning margin of 0.78 
seconds. 

Vreni Schneider of Switzer- 
land shrugged off the after- 
effects of a bout of influenza 
take second place, a fitting way 
to celebrate tier 29th birthday. . 

France’s Carole Merle, who 
led Wachter by a mere one- 
hundreth of a second on the 
first leg, got her line all wrong 
the second time around and 
back to fourth, 
lerle’s woes enabled Ulrike 
Maier to claim another place 


on the podium for Austria with 
a time of 2:18.44. Merle dock- 
ed 2:18.65. 

Wachter triumphed in the 
only previous World Cup race 
this season, a giant slalom 
staged on a glacier at Soelden 
in her native Austria at the end 
of October. 

Wacbter’s success gives her 
200 World Cup points and 
means she has already built up 
a 70-point advantage over 
closest challenger Schneider, 
Merle is third on 110. 

‘Tm naturally delighted 
with such a great start to the 
season," said Wachter, who 
has stepped into the limelight 
after compatriot Petra 
Kronberger surprisingly quit 
the sport last Christmas follow- 
ing three straight World Cup 
titles. 

“2 knew I had to attack on 
the second leg and it paid off. 
It seems taking start nuumber 
one brings me luck," she 


added. 

The experienced Schneider, 
whose 44 World Cup wins 
make her the most successful 
woman currently on the cir- 
cuit, was content with her 
second place at the venue 
where she scored her first vic- 
tory back in 1984. 

“This flu meant I had to 
delay coining here and really 
left me weak. But placing so high' makes 
up for all that," said the Swiss who 
notched a second giant slalom 
win here in 1991. 

Schneider was second fastest 
on the 49-gate second run be- 
hind Wachter to move up from 
fourth place. 

Merle, world champion and 
World Cup holder in the disci- 
pline, will be kicking herself 
after tossing away all the good 
work of the first leg. She was 
fully 1.35 seconds slower than 
Wachter on the decisive run. 

Local favourite Deborah 
Compagnoni, competing in her 


home village, leak fifth but the 
Olympic suprag champion 
promised to oq Saturday 
when Santa CgteflR* stages its 
second giant fclafom of the 
weekend^ A gfelom follows 
Sunday. 

Friday giant slalom replaced 
one postpone^ fp Veysonnaz 
last weekend Iggaiise of a lack 
of snow in the S’** 58 resort. 

Talented young German 
Katja Seizingcf is expected to 
race Saturday after escaping 
serious injury in a frightening 
spill. 

The German, runner-up in 
the overall World Cup last 
season, sent spectators scatter- 
ing as she came off on the top 
part of the first run, crashing 
heavily into an advertising' 
hoarding. 

She picked herself up a few 
moments later and was re- 
ported to have suffered only 
bruising. 


Kotashaan is well drawn in Japan Cup 


TOKYO (R) — Pre-race 
favourite Kotashaan, winner of 
the 1993 Breeders' Cup Turf 
Race, drew a handy seventh 


post position for Sunday’s 
Japan Cup classic, race orga- 
nisers said Friday. 


The top European entries, 
French filly Urban Sea and 
British colt white Muzzle, win- 
ner and runner-up of last 
month’s Prix De L’arc De 
Triomphe at Lonechamp, have 
been drawn wide alongside 
each other in 14th and 15th 
positions in the 16-horse field. 

Despite a tight schedule 
since tne Nov. 6 Turf Triumph, 
Kotashaan, a U.S. -based, 
Japanese-owned five-year-old 
horse, was reported to be in 
good shape after arriving in 
Japan last week. He is to be 
ridden by Kent Desormeaux. 

The expected firm ground, 
however, is very much in 
favour of White Muzzle. . 

Trainer Peter Chapple- 
Hyam said; “His best run was 
the Italian derby where the 
ground was very firm." 

Urban Sea, favourite in the 


lance iixew 
: year’s run- 
(Australia), 
1th positions 


betting behind White Muzzle, 
has proved a good traveller in a 
globe-trotting year which was 
covered races in Canada, 
America, Hong Kong and Bri- 
tain. 

Two dangerous challengers 
from the southern hemisphere, 
the Phantom Chance (New 
Zealand) and last 
ner-up Naturalism 
drew ninth and 12th positions 
for the 2.4 kilometres race for 
three-year-olds and upwards. 

The winning owner stands to 
net 169 million yen ($1.56 mil- 
lion). 

Other American runners. 
Star of Cozzene and Luazur, 
drew third and 10th starting 
slots respectively. 

Misil, the Italian challenger 
to be ridden by Cash Asmus- 
sen, is in the for outside 16th 
position. Germany's Platini 
will be in fourth. 

Main Japanese hope Win- 
ning Ticket, this year’s 
Japanese Derby winner, drew 
an inside second position. A 
low draw is thought to give a 
slight advantage provided the' 


horse breaks quickly. 

Although firm going is ex- 
pected at Tokyo Racecourse, 
latest weather forecasts 
threaten light rain overnight 
Friday. 

Latest betting: Kotashaan 3- 
1, White Muzzle 6-1, Urban 
Sea 7-1, Winning Ticket 9-1, 
Star of Cozzene 10-1, Rice 
Shower 11-1, the Phantom 
Chance 13-1, Naturalism 15-1, 
Luazur 25-1, Matikane Tan- 
nhauser 29-1, Legacy World 
30-1, Nice Nature 31-1, Misil 
41-1, Platini 51-1, Mejiro Pal- 
mer 54-1, Hashiru Shogun 95- 

Japan will open two more of 
its lucrative races to foreign 
horses next year, raising its 
number of international races 
to five, the Japan Racing Asso- 
ciation (JRA) said Friday. 

Foreign horses will be able 
to enter the seven-furlong (1.4- 
km) Keio-Hai Spring Cup and 
the six-furlong (1.2-km) Sprin- 


n ($555,000), while the 
Itakes has a first prize of 93 
million yen ($861,000). 

The JRA have come under 
international pressure to open 
up their races to foreign horses 
and plan to open a total 12 
graded races to the world by 
the end of the decade. 

A spokesman said the JRA 
was considering relaxing rules 


for foreign jockeys 
The JRA currently grant li- 
cences for specific races, such 
as Sunday's Japan Cup, but 
may issue licences allowing 
foreign jockeys to compete 
over a period of several 
months, he said. 


ters Stakes, on April 23 and 
lively i 

The winner of the S 


Dec. 18 respectively in 1994. 


Cup will take home 60 million 


Cagliari downs Mechelen 3-1 in UEFA Cup 


MECHELEN, Belgium 
(Agencies) — Cagliari scored 
two goals on counters in the 
final minutes Thursday to de- 
feat FC Mechelen 3-1 in the 
first leg of the UEFA Cup 
third round. 

Belgium international Luis 
Oliveira put the Italians ahead 
for good in the 83rd minute, 
when the took an assist from 
Julio Cesar Valdes and lobbed 
it over goalie Michel 
Preud'Homme. 

Five minutes later, Vittorio 
Pusceddu lobbed Preud'Hom- 
me again — this time from 30 
metres out. It happened after 
play bad been waved on by the 
referee, despite the feet that 
v aides seemed to be several 
metres offside. 

Home fans tried to storm the 
pitch in protest and forced 
open a gate, but were held 
rack by police at the last mo- 
ment. 

The two-goal loss was a hard 
verdict for the home side, 
which had dominated the first 
half but failed to make it count 
on the scoreboard in the 
second half. 

After a rocky start on a 
frozen pitch, Cagliari scored 


on one of its first opportunities 
in the match. 

In the 33rd minute, captain 
Gianfranco Matte oli control- 
led a back flick from Valdes 
with his right-foot, switched to 
his left ana scored with a curv- 
ing 16-metre shot that gave 
Preud’Homme no chance. 

But the lead was short lived. 
Five rainures later, Mechelen 
scored the simplist of goals. 

A long throw-in was headed 
on into the penalty box, where 
Alex Czermatynski easily con- 
verted the chance from dose 
range., 

Cagliari came into the game 
missing three suspended play- 
ers. Tne Italians’ nervy start 
quickly cost two yellow cards 
for an inddeot off the ball and 
a foul by Antonio Aloisi. 

Juventus reaches quarter- 
finals 

UEFA Cup holders Juven- 
tus effectively booked their 
place in the quarterfinals of 
this season’s competition with 
a 3-0 home victory over Tener- 
ife Wednesday. 

German midfielder Andreas 


Moeller headed Juventus 
ahead after only three minutes 
but it was not until late in the 
game that the Italian dub kil- 
led the tie. 

Roberto Baggio made it two 
with a 70th minute penalty 
after a foul on Moeller ana 
Fabrizio Ravanelli, a substitute 
for Gianluca Vialli, made the 
second leg a formality with a 
third goaf 15 minutes from 
time. 

It was not a happy return for 
Vialli, who started his first 
game in two and a half months 
after breaking a bone in his 
foot while missing a penalty 
against Roma in the second 
match of the season. 

The former Italy striker mis- 
sed a series of chances before 
being replaced by Ravanelli in 
the 56th minute. 


Nadera 

Flowers 



Show your love, 
respect and 
appreciation with 
Fresh Flowers. 

T — 

Opposite Queen 
Alia Fund 
Abdoun Tel:829422 


UNFURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

Location: Near Mecca St. Brand new, area of 200 m 2 , 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious living and dining, 
modem kitchen, store, security system and a lift. 

Call 686690 from 4-8 p.m. 


Yoar OLD 

Jewellery to NEW 

We remodel your old gold and gems 
into new jewellery. 

AJAN1 


D 


Amra Hotel- Amman. 



LIVING/ DINING ROOM , 3 BEDROOMS . 3 BATHROOMS 
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN AND OVERLOOKING; 
TERRACES . 

LOCATION : NEARBY 4 TH CIRCLE / JABAL AMMAN 


PLS _ 

call! 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
TEL : &29S82 -X298S3 


EMPLOYMENT NOTICE 

A chemical industries company (deter- 
gents and shampoo) is in need of two 
leading sales agents. 

Should have academic qualifications, 
fluency in English, with a minimum five 
year experience in this field and with 
sufficient knowledge of the local 
market. 

Please send documents and testimo- 
nials with a recent photo to: 

General Manager 
P.O.Box 92588Q, Amman, 
Fax 6669K 


A 

¥ 



— t5763«44 

nniADILPHU 


Ctessoa Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 




- CONCORD ‘V 
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Harrison Ford’— in 

T 

JURASSIC PARK 


The Fugitive 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. (<I5, K:j ». r«:3» 




CONCORD ■ 2 9 








Shows: 1230, 3:15. 6 , 8:15, 10:15 



SKI SCHOOL 

Shows: 12 JO, 3:15, 5. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


?d.: 675571 

Nabfl A1 MuMni Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajet, 
Haasan Al Shaer, Fuad Sbomall 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
• JkAete are sold, ail day 


Nabil & Htaham’s ™* : 

AHLAH TWaATRE 


The political comeay 

ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Israeli right files no-confidence motion 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s right-wing opposition Likud has 
called a no-confidence vote in the government next week over 
the arming of the Palestinian autonomy police. ‘This police 
will have thousands of weapons and be a veritable army. It's 
intolerable.*’ Ukud leader Benjamin Netanyahu charged 
Friday in a radio interview. The Likud said the government 
was to blame for a ‘sure in terrorism" by signing the Sept. 13 
autonomy deal. Under the deal, a ''strong*' Palestinian police 
force will ensure order in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho as Israelis begin a four-month pull-out from 
Dec. 13. Police Minister Moshe Shahal has said Israel agrees 
to a 15 .000-man force armed with light arms and automatic 
weapons. It will be the 32nd no-confidence vote since July 
1992 when the Labour Party formed a new government. 

Zimbabwe, Israel establish diplomatic ties 

HARARE (AFP) — Zimbabwe, a staunch supporter of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), formally established 
diplomatic relations with Israel at ambassadorial level Friday. 
The agreement was signed at a ceremony in Harare by 


Zimbabwe's Foreign Minister Nathan Shamuyarira and 
Israel's Deputy Health Minister Nawaf Massalah. Israel will 
open an embassy in Harare in late 1994, while Zimbabwe will 
be represented in Israel by a non-resident ambassador until a 
decision is taken to open a full mission. After years of hostility 
towards Israel. Zimbabwe indicated its readiness to establish, 
relations after the PLO signed a peace accord with Israel in 
September. Israel's ambassador to South Africa, AJon Lie!, 
said at the ceremony that trade between the two countries 
could be improved from its current annual level of about $20 
million. He said Israel had embarked on a drive for new 
relations with Africa and the Middle East since the signing of 
the accord. Six African countries have either renewed or 
established relations with Israel since September, bring to 27 
the number of African countries formally recognising Israel, 
Mr. Liel said. 

Resident from South Lebanon murdered 

TYRE. Lebanon (AFP) — A resident of Israeli-occupied 
South Lebanon was murdered Friday while visiting relatives in 
an area to the north known for its anti-Israeli guerrilla groups, 
police said. Four unidentified armed gunmen in black hoods 
shot dead Atef Sharara after breaking Into his brother's house 
in Aitit, just north of Israel’s "security zone” and south of this 
port city, they said. No motive was given for the lulling which 
took place in an area where the pro-Syrian Amai and die 


force. In the past, residents of the zone visiting other parts of 
Lebanon have been questioned, threatened and even attacked 
on suspicion of collaborating with Israel. 

Russia not ready for NATO membership 

MOSCOW (AFP) — R ussia would be worried about an 
expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
even if Russia were among the countries to be included in the 
alliance. President Boris Yeltsin's spokesman said Friday. 
Vyacheslav Kostikov told reporters that worries about ex- 
panding the organisation were felt not just by politicians and 
generals but also by all citizens and added that Russian 
membership in NATO needed “a good deal of very deep” 
analysis. "I don’t think that either Russia or NATO are ready 
for this,” Mr. Kostikov said. “It is a complicated question 
that, to be resolved, requires a revision in concepts of the 
world order,” he added. Mr. Kostikov's remarks were the 
second warning in as many days from Russian officials against 
expanding the alliance too quickly. Yevgeny Primakov, the 
chief of Russia's foreign intelligence service, said Thursday 
that moves to include Eastern European countries in NATO 
would be met with “fundamental” military countermeasures 
by Russia. Mr. Primakov said his views, based on a KGB 
study, had the backing of the Russian military. 

Suharto ends first Iran visit 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Indonesian President Suharto wound up 
a four-day visit to Iran Friday with high hopes for building 
strong links between the two countries. Mr. Suharto, the first 
Indonesian head of state to visit since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution, told reporters at the airport that the two countries 
had agreed to boost bilateral cooperation in economic, 
scientific and technical fields. They are to launch joint efforts 
to build aircraft and ships, he said, speaking of "bright 
horizons” for relations between Tehran and Jakarta. Mr. 
Suharto added that his Iranian counterpart Ah Akbar Hashe- 
mi - Rafsanjani had been invited to visit Indonesia. Mr. 
Rafsanjani said he was satisfied with Mr. Suharto’s talk* in 
Tehran that focused on bilateral ties, regional and internation- 
al issues. A joint statement called for promotion of South- 
South cooperation and between the Economic Cooperation 
Organisation (ECO) and the Association of South-East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), Tehran Radio said. ECO was founded by 
Iran, Pakistan and Turkey. The newly-independent Muslim 
states in Central Asia and the Caucacus joined last year. 






Police men carry away demonstration banners confiscated in the ‘Kurdistan Centre’ in Boon 


Friday (AFP photo) 


Rabin pressured for failing 
to sell truthful vision of peace 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is fac- 
ing a groundsweli of criticism 
for failing to convince Israelis 
that peace with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is in their interest even 
u it means more “concessions” 
than they have been led to 
expect. 

Addressing members of the 

f overling Labour Party Thurs- 
ay, Mr. Rabin dismissed polls 
showing support for the peace 
accord with the PLO has de- 
clined dramatically since its 
signing Sept. 13, from two- 
thirds of the public then to a 
minority in some surveys now. 

Critics within his own mod- 
erate camp charge Mr. Rabin 
has allowed opponents of 
peace to gain momentum since 
be reversed decades of policy 
in shaking PLO Chaiiman Yas- 
ser Arafat’s hand on the White 
House lawn. 

There are also rumblings of 
doubt about one of tfae fundamental 
tenets of the accord, that 
accommodation can only be 
achieved in stages, with deri- 
sions on contentious issues like 
borders and the future of Jeru- 
salem put off for years. 

The impression that Israel is 
giving away little — primarily 
the tiny, unwanted Gaza Strip 
— in return for peace was 
effective in creating the initial 
broad consensus for Mr. 
Rabin. 

But as talks over im- 
plementing the accord con- 
tinue towards the target date of 
Dec. 13, there has been a spate 
of fatal attacks on Jews. Set- 
tlers have responded by ran- 
domly beating Arabs and des- 
troying property. 

Labour legislator Ephraim 
Sneb, a reserve general, 
warned that if the process 
“drags on for too long” it may 
lose majority support on both 
sides. 

“We have to see what stems 
from the accord,” he told 
Israel Radio. “It’s too bad that 
not enough people explained 
to the public realistically what 
we are facing.” 

‘The truth is during the ini- 





Yitzhak Rabin 

rial euphoria of peace, we did 
not do enough to explain that 
implementing peace will be dif- 
ficult, even though the govern- 
ment knew this would be the 
case,” said Nissim Zvillj, the 
Labour secretary-general. 

Mr. Zvilli, who last week 
told settlers in the Jordan Val- 
ley that the area could even- 
tually return to Arab rule, is 
among several officials who 
have begun discussing the 
general lines the final settle- 
ment will eventually take in 
apparent defiance of Mr. 


Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid has said he foresees a 
Palestinian state, and Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin 
predicted an Israeli withdrawal 
from most of the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, head 
of the rightist Likud opposi- 
tion, uses such statements to 
back his claims that the accord 
is a recipe for a Palestinian 
state. He points to the clause, 
seldom mentioned by Mr. 
Rabin, that extends autonomy 
over all the lands by next year. 

In his comments Thursday. 
Mr. Rabin stuck to the line 
that Israel dismantle any Jew- 
ish settlements. 

He blasted those who “don't 
see the overall picture" and 
intervene with “hypothetical 


arguments" about an eventual 
final settlement. 

“We now have an agree- 
ment. it has a first stage and we 
are in negotiations,” he said. 
“This is the test: To reach an 
agreement, to prove what we 
said is achievable, to continue 
the talks.” 

But many doves charge that 
Mr. Rabin, by sticking to a 
multi-stage approach with the 
Palestinians and hesitating to 
make concessions to Syria, has 
squandered the freedom of 
movement he may have en- 
joyed in September. 

Uri Avneri, a noted peace 
. activist, said Mr. Rabin “lost 
the momentum of the great 
moment” by waffling. 

At the same time, newspap- 
ers this week were filled with 
commentaries urging Mr. 
Rabin to come dean about the 
accord. 

In the liberal Haaretz daily, 
columnist Gideon Samet wrote 
Mr. Rabin had derided “not to 
utter the truth that there will 
be a Palestinian state in almost 
all the West Bank” because of 
fear of a public backlash. 

Conservative commentator 
Avraham Tal called the in- 
terim settlement ”a shameful 
ploy of hypocritical trickery.’ 

On Thursday, Mr. Rabin 
faced another challenge when 
Abdul Wahab Darawsheh 
bead of the tiny Arab Demo- 
cratic Party, threatened to bolt 
Mr. Rabin's de-facto coalition 
unless he was appointed 
minister. 

But Israel TV reported that 
in a meeting Thursday even- 
ing, Mr. Rabin refused to 
break the taboo on introducing 
an Arab into the cabinet. Cri- 
tics argue an Arab minister 
could endanger Israel through 
access to state secrets. 

Darawsheh’s two seats are 
critical to Mr. Rabin, whose 
government rests on a majority 
of only 61 out of 120 seats in 
parliament. 

Some in the Labour Party i 
had called for early elections to 
shore up that majority, but the 
unpromising recent polls have 
dampened such hopes. 


Germany bans PKK, 
affiliated groups 


BONN (Agencies) — German 
Interior Minister Manfred 
Kanther Friday outlawed the 
separatist Kurdish Labour Par- 
ty (PKK) and 35 related orga- 
nisations. 

“The extremism of fore- 
igners must be resisted with 
determination." Mr. Kanther 
said in a statement. 

“Germany cannot serve as a 
theatre of war to foreign ter- 
rorists,” he added. 

The PKK has carried out a 
number of attacks against Tur- 
kish interests here, among 
-them a series of attacks earlier 
this month which left one dead 
and 18 injured. 

Warrants have been issued 
to search flats and shops used 
by the PKK, while the party’s 
bank .funds have been seized 
and its mail is being stopped. 

France recently also round- 
ed up a number of PKK sym- 
pathisers. 

The statement said the PKK 
in 1992 and 1993 alone carried out six. 
major attacks in Western 
Europe and Germany. 

“Trie PKK has been banned 
because it uses violence as a 
means to reach its goals,” it 
said. 

"Foreign extremism must be 
fought with determination,” 
Mr. Kanther, a conservative 
member of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU) said. “Germany most not 
become a battlefield for fore- 
ign terrorists.” 

“The ban is being carried 
out at this very moment,” the 
ministry said. 

“The assets of the organisa- 
tion are being secured through 
well over 100 measures 
throughout the regional states 
such as searches of clubs, 
businesses and homes and the 
seizure of the contents of post 
office boxes and bank 
accounts,” it said. 

Turkey, which outlaws the 
PKK and brands it terrorist, 
has been pressing European 
states to stop the group's acti- 
vities. 

The PKK has denied in- 
volvement in a wave of attacks 
on Turkish targets in Western 
Europe on Nov. 4. including 
the firebombing of a restaurant 
in Wiesbaden. Germany, that 
killed a Turkish man. 

The statement said 600 PKK 
activists joined 50 attacks in 
.Germany as part a European 
action on June 24. including 
the taking of hostages in the 
Turkish consulate in Munich. 

“The PKK in pursuit of its 
goals puts pressure on Kurdish 
citizens to join the group, 
persecutes political opponents 
and there are suspicions that it 
uses blackmail to get money 
for its acts of violence.” the 
statement said. 

Associated organisations co- 
vered by the ban include the 
Kurdistan National Liberation 
Front (ERNK), the Duessei- 
dorf-based Kurdish news agen- 
cy Kurd-Ha, the Kurdistan 
Committee and various soli- 


atedly that foreign extremist 
violence is spreading in the 
country. 

He has also condemned riots 
by Turkish citizens which fol- 
lowed neo-Nazi arson attacks . 
that have killed eight Turks in 
Germany in one year. 

“Our state will take the 
necessary legal steps against 
militants' regardless if they are 
leftists, rightists or foreign ex- 
tremists.” Mr. Kanther said. 

He said Germany was neith- 
er a haven for foreign extrem- 
ists nor a staging point for acts 
of violence by such groups. 


of violence by such groups. 

Mr. Kanther urged taw-abid- 
ing Kurds and Turks in the 
country to turn in confidence 
to the police for protection. 

Some 450,000 Kurds live in 
Germany, where Turks re- 
cruited as labourers in the 
1960s and 1970s have become 
the largest ethnic minority and 
number some 1.8 million. 

Turkey’s state security court 
in Istanbul has suspended the 
pro- Kuid^ newspaper OzgnrGifl)dcm 
for a fortnight for publishing 
“separatist propaganda” in 
September and October, legal 
sources said in Ankara Friday. 

The former chief editor, Isxk 
Ocak. was jailed for two years 
and fined 96 million pounds 
($6,850). The paper’s owner 
Yasar Kaya, was fined 191 
million pounds ($13,650). 

The court had already sus- 
pended Ozgur Gundem a week 
ago, also for a fortnight, for 


simitar articles supporting Kur- 
dish separatism published early 
this month. Kaya was fined 125 


clarity groups. 

“Today’s banning of the. 
PKK ana its associated orga- 


nisations is a clear signal 
against every form of extrem- 
ism in Germany,” said Mr. 
Kanther, who has said repe- 


miilion pounds ($9,000) that 
time. , , 

A statement received by 
AFP and signed by 12 orga- 
nisations including the PKK on 
Friday accused the Western 
powers of carving up Kurdistan 
during World War I and having 
helped maintain repression of 
the Kurdish people since. 

The Kurdish people wanted 
freedom, but their demand had 
always been “met with the 
bayonet,” Turkish govern- 
ments refusing to solve the 
problem through political dia- 
logue and using violence - 

Following the end in April of 
a 25-day unilateral ceasefire by 
the PKK, hundreds of villages 
were razed, whole towns such 
as Lice destroyed, hundreds of 
people killed and tens of 
thousands made refugees, the 
statement said. 

“A war of annihilation of the 
Kurdish people is taking place 
before the eyes of the world,” 
it said. 

With an eye to their econo- 
mic relations. West European 
states such as Germany had 
kept silent, however, and 
through their economic, milit- 
ary and political support had 
also become guilty, the state- 
ment went on. 

“The solution to the prob- 
lem can only -be political, and 
that can only happen when the 
Turkish state renounces its 
reactionary, chauvinistic and 
violent policy and recognises 
tfae rights of the Kurdish peo- 
ple,” it said. 

“The Kurdish people ex- 
pects support ana solidarity 
from a powerful state like Ger- 
many which has also experi- 
enced being divided,” it said. 
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Saudi beheaded for drug trafficking [PLO reformists campaign despite resistance 


RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi found guilty of drug trafficking 
was beheaded Friday in the northwestern city of Tabuk, the 
interior ministry said. Akil Umairi was condemned to death 
for trying to smuggle a large quantity of hashish into the 
country, it said, quoted bv the official Saudi Press Agency. His 
beheading brings to 82 the number of people known to have 
been executed in Saudi Arabia so far this year. The kingdom 
has applied the death penalty for drug trafficking since 1987. 

Bangladeshis protest Rushdie meeting 

DHAKA (AFP) — Riot police stopped Muslim fundamental- 
ists, protesting against the meeting between U-S. President 
Bill Clinton and British author Salman Rushdie, from mar- 
ching on (he American Cultural Centre here Friday, witnesses 
said. Some 50 supporters of the Isiami Chatra Majlish shouted 
slogans “Hang President Bill Clinton, hang Salman Rushdie” 
and “Down with the U.S.” At a brief rally, metres from the 
centre, the group's leaders said America was conspiring to 
destroy Islam and Muslims throughout the world. However, 
they later left without incident. Mr. Rushdie, condemned, to 
death by Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini for allegedly blaspheming 
Islam in his book the Satanic Verses, met Mr. Clinton 
Wednesday in Washington (see page 2). Mr. Rushdie sought 
U.S. help' to bring ab'out a lifting of the sentence. 

Turkey faces first Euro-court ruling 

STRASBOURG (AFP) — The European Court of Human 
Rights is to consider a complaint against Turkey brought by 
Cyprus, the first it has received against that country since it- 
formally recognised the court’s jurisdiction in January 1990. 


The complaint concerns Titina Loizidou, a resident of Nicosia, 
who is alleging a violation of the European Convention on 
Human Rights'. Ms. Loizidou has been denied access to land 


she owns in Kyrenia. which is in the Turkish controlled area of 
the island. In March 1990. Ms. Loizidou crossed the demilita- 
rised zone and the Turkish lines as part of the vangard of a 
protest march. She was arrested by Turkish Cypriot police and 
released the same day into the hands of the United Nations, 
who took her back to the Greek-held sector. In her deposition, 
Ms. Loizidou alleged a breach of the European Convention of 
Human Rights in respect of her home and possessions, citing 
articles banning torture and inhuman and degradingtreatment 
and upholding the rights of liberty and privacy. Before the 
deposition came before the court, the European Commission 
on Human rights ruled that because the complaints had 
occurred before Turkey’s recognition of the court’s jurisdic- 
tion, there had been no breach of the articles cited by Ms. 
Loizidou. The commission's findings are not binding on the 
court. 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

AMMAN — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat con- 
tinues to resist fundamental 
changes in the decision-mak- 
ing process in spite of mount- 
ing internal and external 
pressure on him to delegate 
power to professionals with 
political and technical exper- 
tise. 

So far Mr. Arafat has re- 
fused to bow to the demands 
by internal opposition and 
limited his. steps to tactics 
that ensure his control of 
power without yielding any 
substantive concessions. PLO 
insiders say. 

But the reformist move- 
ment. which is organising it- 
self in “a democratic coali- 
tion or forum,” is still relen- 
tlessly seeking to gather sup- 
port among Palestinian 
groups and independents to 
pressure Mr. Arafat to effect 
democratic refoims and dele- 
gate responsibilities to econo- 
mic experts who will negoti- 
ate the terms of Palestinian 
autonomy. 

In the last week, the de- 
mands for reforms gained 
wider support among Palesti- 
nian investors. Independent 
politicians and groups. 

The movement, initiated 
by the Palestine People’s Par- 

3 f (PPP) and several indepen- 
ents, has been formally 
joined by another ally of Mr. 
Arafat, the Palestinian 
Democratic Union (PDU). 

The Jordan Times has 
learned that a group of 
Palestinian investors have 
also joined the campaign, de- 
manding that the PLO pursue 


closer coordination with the 
Arab governments, for fear 
that the Palestinian-Israeli 
accord, signed in Washington 
on Sept. 13, will lead to the 
subordination of the Palesti- 
nian economy to Israeli and 
other foreign interests. 

But Mr. Arafat has been 
adamantly defying pressures 
that he believes is aimed at 
undermining his leadership. 
So far he has succeeded in 
mustering enough support 
within bis Fateh movement 
by portraying the conflict as 
one between the revolu- 
tionaries who had led the 
struggle and technocrats and 
economists who want to reap 
tbe benefits, insiders say. 

He has also been trying to 
discredit his critics by "im- 
plying, through direct state- 
ments by his aides, that the 
changes demanded in the 
leadership were part of pre- 
conditions imposed by the 
donors. 

Mr. Arafat's main argu- 
ment to counter bis critics is 
that the derision should re- 
main in tbe hands of the 
politicians and not the ex- 
perts. 

“It is first and foremost a 
political derision — how to 
spend the money and to what 
purpose.” said a Fateh 
source. 

According to Fateh 
sources, Mr. Arafat refused 
to bow to pressures by Euro- 
pean donors during his recent 
trip to Brussels. When con- 
fronted by the donors that 
supervisee of the economic 
council should be experts 
rather than PLO politicians, 
Mr. Arafat lashed back: 
“Your decision to finance the 


autonomy is a political one 
and so is ours.’ 

Mr. Arafat had succesffully 
used these arguments to sway 
support of tfie strong Fateh 
Revolutionary Council that 
met in Tunis earlier this 
month. 

Even his critics within the 
council were alarmed by tbe 
prospect of giving in to the 
“donors conditions,” or a 
takeover by technocrats, par- 
ticularly from outside the 
PLO. 

Mr. Arafat has been repe- 
atedly telling his colleagues 
that he was ready to hire a big 
team of experts provided that 
the PLO leadership main- 
tains control over political 
decisions. 
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But his critics argue that 
although they agree with him 
that supervising the negotia- 
tions and economy are essen- 
tially political and not tech- 
nical derisions, there should 
be fundamental reforms in 
the decision-making process. 
They maintain that without 
such reforms the Palestinian 
position will be vulnerable to 
Israeli-imposed constraints to 


prevent the emergence of a 
nucleus of a Palestinian state. 

They say that Mr. Arafat's 
arguments are no more than 
a cover to his reluctance to 
stem corruption in his im- 
mediate circles that have 
been trying to use tbe lead- 
er’s monopoly over derisions 
and claims of allegiance to his 
person to further take the 



lion's share from future in- 
vestments in tbe occupied 
territories. 

But Fateh sources say that 
Mr. Arafat feels that if he 

S lelds any power atthissiage, 
e will be allowing neb 
Palestinians, Arab govern- 
ments and donors to impose a 
new Palestinian leadership. 

His critics counter that Mr. 
Arafat is practically jeopar- 
dising the PLO’s role by mar- 
ginalising its institutions and 
controlling all the powers in 
his hands. 

In a memorandum circu- 
lated in Jordan and tfae occu- 
pied territories. PLO refor- 
mists have demanded the set- 
ting up of a special higher 
committee to chart out nego- 
tiating Palestinian strategies. 

They also called for the 
formation of committee to 
lay down legal foundations 
for the proposedPales tinian 
National Authority, which is 
supposed to supervise the 
transfer of power from the 
Israelis to the Pales tinian* 
and serve as the linkage be- 
tween the Palestinians in the 
diaspora and Palestinian 
autonomy. 

But Mr. Arafat has so far 
ignored proposals which 
could undercut his powers 
now or during the interim 
Palestinian self-rule period. 

The reformists say that the 
campaign will continue and is 
expected to widen to include 
Palestinians from all sectors. 

According to Palestinian 
officials, groups that reject 
the autonomy accord are 
ready to. find common 
grounds with the reformists 
at least regarding a collective 
commitment to Palestinian 


national goals, namely, an 
Israeli withdrawal from tbe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
and the exercise of Palesti- 
nian self-determination in 
these areas including East 
Jerusalem. 

But the opposition will not 
be ready to support what it 
views as “in-nouse power 
struggle” among the backers 
of tne accords with Israel. 

.Both the opposition and 
critics of Mr. Arafat, within 
the supporters of the auton- 
omy deal, concede that 
Israeli practices in the occu- 
pied. territories combined 
with the PLO’s inability to 
chart out a dear negotiating 
strategy are undermining the 
constituency for the accord. 

The results of Beir Zeit 
University Students Council 
elections on Wednesday were 
viewed as an important in- 
dicator of creeping disillu- 
sionment among the West 
Bank Palestinians. 

A coalition of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation Of 
Palestine (DFLP) and tbe 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) de- 
feated an alliance of Fateh 
and the Palestine People’s 
Party. 

Reformists, however, were 
oot discouraged by the re- 
sults, which, in their view, 
underscored the urgency for 
immediate reforms and a se- 
rious dialogue with the 
opposition as was demanded 
in the memorandum, which 
has come to form the basis of 
the political platform of the 
opposition within the non- 
rejectionist camp. 



Former Bhutan ... 
royal adviser 
jailed for life 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
former adviser to the king of 
Bhutan has been sentenced to 
life in prison for leading aq 
insurgency against the' 
monarch of the tiny Himalayan 
state. Tek Nath Rtaai, a found- 
er of the Bhutan People’s Par- 
ty, was convicted of subversion 
and sentenced by- the high' 
court on Nov. 16, the state-rim 
newspaper Kucnsel reported in 
an edition received here Fri- 
day. Mr. Riz&l was accused of 
various offenses under The' 
national security act in connec- 
tion with the insurgency laun- 
ched four years ago in the 
south of the country by ethnic 
Nepalese villagers. Mr. Rtaal 
was arrested in November 
1989. He was previously des- 
tained in June 1988. when ho 
was a member of the Royal ’ 
Advisory CbtinriJ. but waaira - 
doned the same month by Bhu- 
tanese King Jigme Singyc 
Wangchuk. More than IOQJjQQ 
ethnic Nepalis have fled South- . 
era Bhutan for neighbouring 
Nepal since 1989 citing 
persecution by the Buddhfe- 
dominated government. Bhu- 
tan claims that the refugees, 
mostly Hindus of Nepalese de- 
scent. are immigrants from In- 


bc tween Tibet and northeast- 
ern India with a population cf . 
600,000, is one of . tbe wcridV 
most isolated countries hunting 
tourism and fierdy protective', 
of its Buddhist heritage.-^ 

Contraceptive pill ; 
'also effective 
against cancer* 

BONN (AFP) — The : »a- 
traceptive pill is effective In 
preventing cancer, doctomad 
medical researchers heart! . 
here. “The pill has avoided 
more cancers than any cater 
therapy,” Walter Jonat^aroe- 
dalist in female cancel tom a 
conference of 90 cd8puoes : 
from 11 countries organised by 
a German anti-cancer fbnpda- . 
tion. He said that studies gi the 
United States showed 
women who took the pi& over- 
five years were per cent has 
likely to develop ovarian can- 
cer than those who did not, 
and 30 per cent less Iikefy to 
contract cancer of the womb. 
On the other hand, the risk of 
developing breast cancer in- 
creased slightly. A further 
study involving 7,300 woman 
in several countries is to be 
launched early next year to 
confirm these results. Dr. 
Jonat said. _ : 

5,000-year-old 
skeleton found y 
in desert cave 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israelis 
hunt for more Dead Sea scrolls 
in land which could soon M 
under Palestinian autonomy 
has led to the discovery .of a 
5,000-year-old skeleton, the 
antiquities authority said Fri- 
day. Archaeologists at fast 
thought the skeleton, wrapped . 
in a sack and well-preserved, 
was a mere 2,200-year-old war- 
rior from the Jewish Hasmo- 
nean Period. However closer 
examination of the bones, a 
bow and arrow found in a cave 
in the West Bank desert above' 
Jericho revealed that he lived 
in the early Canaanite era. 
Operation Scroll has angered 
Palestinians who see the major 
sweep as a last-minute grab for 
hidden treasures before Israel 
begins to hand back occupied 
territory. Gold and sflveT 
jewellery from the First Tem- 
ple Period (1000-586 BQ has 
also been found in some 350 
'caves surveyed in the last. two 
weeks. Authority director 
Amir Drori said the operation ! 
involving 64 archaeologists 
would be scaled down from 
next week. The authority 
.hopes the sweep will yield 
more fragments of ancient 
Hebrew scrolls .first located al 
Qumran in 1947 and consi- 
dered the most important Jew- 
ish treasures of the region, 
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Yeltsin allows 
church to use 
historic icons 

MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin allowed the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church to use in 
its services two most precious 
and venerated Russian icons 
from the state collections, the 
presidential press-service 
Monday. Mr. Yeltsin's order 
ended a long-running dispute 
between the church and 
museum officials on the own- 
ership °f the icons, which be- 
longed to the church and were 
confiscated by the state after 
the 1917 Bolshevik Revolu- 
' The Virgin Of Vladimir 
and the Holy Trinity since have 
been kept at Moscow's Trety- 
akov Gallery, the main state 
collection of Russian' art. 





